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F E A S T  O F  

SAINT FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI 

“For it is in  
giving that  
we receive.” 

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX  
The Roman Catholic Community of 

5 0 0  R o u t e  2 2  E as t  -  B r i dg ew ate r ,  N ew  Jer s ey  0 8 8 0 7  

Rev. Msgr. Randall J. Vashon --------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor  
 

Fr. Jay Alquiros ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Parochial Vicar 
 

Patryk Dziedzic --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Seminarian  
 

Mr. Patrick Cline ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Deacon  
 

Mr. Gerard Sims ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Deacon  
 

Mr. Michael Macchiarola ------------------------------------------------------------------ Deacon 
 

Mrs. Christina Blalock ------------------------------------------------ Director of Sacred Music  
 

Mrs. Denise Metzgar --------------------------- Director, Office of Catechetical Formation  
 

Mr. Camilo Ramirez ------------------------------------------- Director, St. Bernard Cemetery  
 

 
Ms. Paulina Garcia 
Mr. Mark Dransfield --------------------------------------------- BOLD Youth Ministry Team 

“We are the Living Stones”, a family of Faith which strives  
to love God and our neighbors through the church.  

Served By 

Twenty-seventh  Sunday in Ordinary Time              ~      October 4, 2026 



The Liturgical Week

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE
SUNDAY READINGS

 

HIS WORD TODAY—by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ

“Brothers and Sisters; Have no anxiety at all, but in
everything by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.
Then the peace of God which surpasses all
understandings will guard your minds and hearts
in Christ Jesus.”

Prayer, petition and thanksgiving, the gifts we all have
to offer a loving and listening God. What underlies it
all is a desire to be with the Lord and acknowledge my
radical dependence upon Him. In fact, my desire to
please and praise God begins with His grace inviting
me to be with Him.

Take a moment to look at your prayer life. Is it
healthy? Does it include these elements, rather than
limiting it to my requests only. What do you think the
Lord is asking of you?

Stewardship Thoughts...
“Teach us today to recognize your presence in all men,

--- Especially in the poor and in those who mourn.
Lord, help your brothers to grow in holiness.”

From the Divine Office, the Liturgy or the Hours

In your kindness we ask you to remember all
the sick members of our parish. We ask you also
to pray for all of our beloved dead.

OCTOBER 4 , 2026TH

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Today’s Readings

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
This passage about the failure of the Lord’s vineyard
is a metaphor for the ingratitude of the people of
Israel and Judah. In tones of sadness and rebuke, the
Lord asks, “What more was there to do for my
vineyard?”
Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9
In a moving appeal to the Philippians, Paul exhorts
them to embrace all that is pure, decent, and
admirable; then God’s peace will be theirs.
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43
In another rebuke to the chief  priests and the elders,
Jesus recounts a parable in which the owner of a
vineyard leases his vineyard to tenant farmers. When
the owner sends his servants and even his son to claim
his rightful share of the crops, the tenants kill all of
them. With some bitterness, Jesus warns the chief
priests that “the Kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to people that will yield a rich
harvest.
 ©2000 Bon Venture Services, Inc.
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The following Masses are live-streamed & saved to our website:

Daily M-F 8:00am | Saturday 9:00am | 5:15pm Saturday Vigil Mass 

 

Monday, October 5th

Saint Faustina Kowalska; Blessed Francis Xaiver Seelos

 8:00 am      Mary Sweeney, req. by Connie Melia

12:10 pm     Evelyn Kimberlin, req. by Janice Binning

 

Tuesday, October 6th

Saint Bruno; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher

 8:00 am     Patricia Tarnowski, req. by Judy and Richard Ziets

12:10 pm    Maria Hernandez, req. by Jim and Miriam Laria

 

Wednesday, October 7th

Our Lady of  the Rosary

 8:00 am     Marie Horrocks, req. by Bob and Tracy Long

12:10 pm    Raymond Elson, req. by Ethel Elson

 

Thursday, October 8th

 8:00 am     Dominick Lore, req. by Robyn and Dennis Gisonti

12:10 pm    John Casey, req. by the Batkowski Family

Friday, October 9th

Saint Deni and Companions; Saint John Leonardi

 8:00 am     Eduardo Lirag, req. by Josephine

12:10 pm    Maria Dores Fernandes, req. by Maria Rodrigues

 

Saturday, October 10th

 9:00 am    Karl and Jean Konnecke, req. by their family

 5:15 pm    Andrew Fresco, req. by Patty and Pat Matone

 

Sunday, October 11th

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

  7:30 am   Jeffrey McKnight, req. by the Hansen Family

  9:00 am   Ann Mazur, req. by her daughter, Christina Manners

10:30 am   Edward P. Traina and Noreen Traina, req. by their

                  family

12:00 pm   For the People and Clergy of  St. Bernard Church



Sunday, October 4

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 am - Mass; Church, (live-streamed)

9:00 am - Mass; Church, (live-streamed)

10:30 am - Mass & Children’s Liturgy; Church (live-streamed) &

Chapel

12:00 pm - Mass; Church (live-streamed)

1:30 pm - Baptisms; Church

2:30 pm - Blessing of  the Animals; Front of  the Church

Monday, October 5

Saint Faustina Kowalska; Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos

8:00 am - Mass; Church (live-streamed & recorded)

12:10 pm - Mass; Chapel

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm - Faith Formation Classes; Church Basement

and School
 

Tuesday, October 6

Saint Bruno; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher

8:00 am - Mass; Church (live-streamed & recorded)

12:10 pm - Mass; Chapel

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm - Faith Formation Classes; Church Basement

and School

Wednesday, October 7

Our Lady of  the Rosary

8:00 am - Mass; Church (live-streamed)

12:10 pm - Mass; Chapel

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm - Young Choir; Church

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Adult Faith Formation: Life Everlasting:

Heaven, Hell, Death, and Judgement; St. Bernard of  Clairvaux Rm

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Lighthouse Ministry; Youth Room and St.

Teresa Room

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm - Contemporary Music Group; Church

8:00 pm - New Visions (AA); Cafeteria

This Week at St. Bernard

Don’t Forget
SHIP and the Local Food Bank Collection - The SHIP Collection will be next Sunday, October 11 . Please
consider taking part in this ministry by making and freezing casseroles to donate to the needy in our area.
FROZEN casseroles and other items are collected at a cooler located outside the parish center (school building)
main entrance doors before all Sunday Masses. Please see our parish website for casserole recipes and
instructions. Click SHIP under the Ministries tab. Non-perishable food donations are being collected for the
local food bank. Please leave non-perishable food bank donations in the cry room.

th

The Parish Office is closed on Monday, October 12  in observance of Columbus Day. The morning mass will
be at 9:00 AM and there will be no 12:10 mass.

th

The Priest Convocation will be held from Tuesday, October 14th through Thursday, October 16th. Please note
the change in mass schedule: Tuesday, October 13  - 8:00 AM Mass and no 12:10 PM Mass—Wednesday,
October 14  and Thursday, October 15  - 8:00 AM Communion Service and no 12:10 PM Mass.

th

th th

Virtus Training - As a reminder, any individual that is involved in a parish ministry that interacts with children
is required to have a background check and attend the “Protecting God’s Children” Virtus Session. We currently
have a Virtus Session scheduled at St. Bernard on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 6:30 PM in The Holy
Family Room in the lower level of the church building. Registration is required and can be done by
creating/logging in to your Virtus account at www.virtus.org. Please be aware that no individual is permitted to
volunteer within a ministry that interacts with children unless both background checks and the Virtus Session
has been completed. If you have any questions regarding the process, please contact Donna Blanton at x802 in
the Parish Office.
Christmas Tree Fundraiser - It's that time of the year when we begin our Christmas Tree Fundraiser. This will
be our 5  year to celebrate and remember a loved one or a pet or for peace. Beginning the weekend of October
17   and each weekend going forward we will be selling the trees. This year as in the past each tree will be
$200. We hope you will support this beautiful tradition which supports our many ministries.

th

th

Thursday, October 8

8:00 am - Mass; Church (live-streamed)

12:10 pm - Mass; Chapel

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm - Bereavement Session; Library

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Prayer Shawl Ministry; Holy Family Room

7:30 pm - 8:45 pm - Adult Choir; Church

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm - Women’s Prayer Group; Chapel & St. Bernard

of  Clairvaux Room

 

Friday, October 9

Saint Denis and Companions; Saint John Leonardi

8:00 am - Mass; Church (live-streamed & recorded)

12:10 pm - Mass; Chapel

2:00 pm - Communion Service at Waterfront

Saturday, October 10

5th Annual Coats for Kids Collection

7:30 am - 9:00 am - Men’s Ministry Meeting; Cafeteria

9:00 am - Mass; Church

9:30 am - Praying the Rosary; Church

4:00 pm - Confessions; Church

5:15 pm - Mass; Church (live-streamed & recorded)
 

Sunday, October 11

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 5th Annual Coats for Kids Collection;

SHIP and Social Concerns Food Collection

7:30 am - Mass; Church, (live-streamed)

9:00 am - Mass; Church, (live-streamed)

10:30 am - Mass & Children’s Liturgy; Church (live-streamed) &

Chapel

12:00 pm - Mass; Church (live-streamed)
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Ministers of  the Liturgy

 

We acknowledge with appreciation the following Liturgical Ministers who will serve at next weekend’s Masses:

 

Weekend of October 10  and October 11th th

This Week at St. Bernard

If you are mandated and trained for these ministries,
please consider volunteering through the Ministry

Scheduler Pro application.
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5:15 pm
Mass

7:30 am
Mass

9:00 am
Mass

10:30 am
Mass

12:00 pm
Mass

Altar Servers: Christopher Seidler,
              Nick Seidler
Readers: John Shanagher, Payton Longo
Eucharistic Ministers: Laura Curcio,
              Karen Brophy, Jacqueline Roccasecca,
              Bob Nagel, Luiselle Parfitt

Altar Servers: Rennita Arun, Jeffrey Rocha
Readers: Priscilla Weick, Lenny Rutledge II
Eucharistic Ministers: Greg Bielat,
              Patrick Mattia, Jane McElroy,
              Gerard Mutek, Dorothy Russell

Altar Servers: McKenna Sasiak, Jonah Ortiz
Readers: Ron Haikes, Pat Capaccione
Eucharistic Ministers: Margaret Batkowski,
              Dave Eckert, Linda Eckert,
              Sharon Rizarri

Altar Servers: Charlie Ramsay,
                         Penelope Ramsay
Readers: Jim Alaimo, Jeevan Lobo
Children’s Liturgy: Dcn Mike Macchiarola
Eucharistic Ministers: Luis Alves,
             Nisha Lobo, Christine Macchiarola,
             Carmen Merino, Lori Snyder

Altar Servers: Ninad Dsa, Riaan Pacheco
Readers: Ed Fagan, Gretchen Toolan
Eucharistic Ministers: Janetta Buckmire,
             Susie Grasso, Doreen Sekora

October 5th, 2026 to October 11th, 2026

The Church’s Sanctuary lamp

The Blessed Mother’s votive lamp

The St. Joseph’s votive lamp

The Chapel’s Sanctuary lamp

Burns for the Special Intentions of  Lynn Rosenfeld,

req. by Lucille D’Albero

Burns for the deceased members of  the Avitabile-

Surak families, requested by Bernadette Surak

Burns for parents in difficult pregnancies

Burns for our first responders

The Parish Prayer Chain is a group of  Parishioners that regularly pray for your needs. It consists

of  two groups, those who pray during the daytime and those who pray in the evening.

Should a need for prayer arise, please call Joan Dobrosky at 908-231-9545 to initiate your prayer

request. Your intention will be prayed for by both Chains and kept strictly confidential. If  you

have an interest in becoming a member of  the Prayer Chain, please call Joan.



Commission for Liturgy and Worship
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Congratulations and welcome…to the newly baptized member of our parish and
Christian family! 

Andrew Matthew Lyons
Son of Matthew and Taylor
Baptized September 27, 2026

Support At‑Risk Families and Get a Chance to Win Cash!
For just $10, you can make a meaningful difference for at‑risk families in Somerset County and enter for a chance to
win cash prizes. Tickets are on sale for HOME of Somerset County’s Annual Calendar Raffle after all masses
Saturday, October 17  and Sunday, October 18 . Throughout November 2026, December 2026, and January 2027,
three winners will be drawn each week. Every ticket is re‑entered for every drawing, giving participants multiple
opportunities to win. Each designated day in the three‑month raffle period carries a prize value ranging from $50 to
$100, and winners will receive their checks by mail after each drawing. To purchase tickets or learn more, please
contact Martha Heiner, Development/Administrative Specialist, at martha@homescnj.org or (908) 704-1920. Tickets
can also be purchased by stopping by our office located at 98 West End Avenue, Somerville, NJ.

th th

Parish Children’s Clothing Swap – presented by the Family Ministry and Respect Life Ministry
As the seasons change, put aside any children’s clothes that won’t fit next year but still have life left, donate them, and
shop for new-to-you clothes for your family. 
When/Where: Sunday, October 18  /TBDth

What: Fall/winter children’s clothing sizes ranging from preemie/newborn through young adult. Gently used shoes
will also be accepted. Unclaimed items will be donated to the Pregnancy Aid and Information Center in Raritan and
Catholic Charities. Additional Notes: Please drop off items prior to the event in the blue bins labeled “Clothing
Swap” located in the Cry Room. A table will also be set up after each mass on October 10  and 11  in the narthex to
drop off clothes/ask questions about the event.

th th

Visit the Respect Life Ministry website for further detail or reach out to Caroline Clark with any questions at:
cclark1641@gmail.com. 

Order of Christian Initiation for Adult sessions have started
The OCIA sessions for 2026-2027 have started. But there is still time for non-Catholics or baptized Catholics who
have not received both Holy Eucharist and Confirmation to learn about becoming fully initiated into the Catholic
Church. Please join us on Thursday evening, October 8 , at 7:30 PM in the Parish Library. Ask questions and learn
about our Faith.

th

For more information please call the Parish Office or contact Deacon Patrick at pjcjr123@yahoo.com.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Attention all knitters and crocheters! Fall is here and we are meeting again!
 

We will meet on Thursday, October 8, 2025. There will be one meeting this month at 7:00 pm in the
Holy Family Meeting Room located in the basement of the Church.

In the future, there will be gatherings from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the Father Barton Library and again from 7:00
PM to 9:00 PM in the Holy Family Meeting Room located in the basement of the Church.
 

Please stop by if you would like to hear more about this wonderful ministry.
 

There are people in our community who will benefit from feeling the warmth of a blanket and heartfelt prayers from
our parishioners. We have beautifully crafted shawls on hand for those in need. If you or someone you know would
like one, please contact us.
 

If you would like additional information, please reach out to Marie Cinque at 908-725-0552 x810 or at
mcinque@stbernardbridgewater.org.

YBC is back! All children, ages 3-10+, along with their parents and/or grandparents, are invited to build (and keep) a
special K'nex item, display their creation in our Project Parade, and win a Door Prize! Join the fun on Saturday
afternoon, October 17  at 3:00 PM in the St. Vincent De Paul Room!th

 

New Families are always welcome! Come whenever you can!!!! Please email us at YBCstbernard@yahoo.com to be
added to our email list, or for more information about YBC.

Come say hi next weekend Sunday, October 11  at the table in the Narthex. Can’t wait to see you there!th



Commission for Liturgy and Worship

Youth and Our Community
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Faith Formation
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Children’s Faith Formation
Our first parent session on The Creed will be held on Monday, October 19  and repeated on Tuesday,

October 20  at 7:00 PM in the cafeteria. This session will be led by Monsignor Fell.
th

th
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Respect Life Month

When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her that she
would conceive and bear a son, Mary responded with her fiat,
“May it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38).
Mary conceives Christ in her womb, becoming the mother of
God, the mother of Jesus. Jesus himself tells us that he is “the
way and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6). In becoming the
mother of Jesus, Mary becomes the mother of life. Mary’s
hhhacceptance in this unforeseen moment demonstrates how each of us must welcome the gift of new human life, even

when that gift is unexpected or calls us to make sacrifices.
Eve was called the “mother of all the living” (Gen 3:20). Unfortunately, her disobedience brought sin into the world.
In contrast Mary, through her obedience to God, gives birth to our Salvation. Mary becomes the New Eve—the new
mother of all the living. Her fiat gives us an example of perfect docility and cooperation with the will of God.
At the Annunciation, when Mary learns that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is six months pregnant, she travels in haste
to visit Elizabeth, spending the next three months at her side, even while pregnant herself. In her selfless service to
Elizabeth, the Blessed Mother perfectly models how we are called to accompany expectant mothers as they prepare
to welcome new life into the world.
Mary’s role as the Mother of Life extends from the Annunciation all the way to the Crucifixion. On Calvary, Mary
stands at the foot of the Cross with Saint John. The Gospel tells us: “When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
there whom he loved, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his home” (Jn 19:26-27).
With his final breaths on the Cross, Jesus entrusts Mary and the Beloved Disciple to one another, and by extension
establishes a maternal relationship between Mary and the Church. Jesus’ words are addressed not only to Saint John,
but to each one of us. In this moment, the physical mother of Jesus becomes the spiritual mother of the Church and
all the faithful. Saint John goes on to take Mary into his home and cares for her as she advances in age,
demonstrating our responsibility to continue our care for human life, from conception to natural death. Mary, who
taught us how to nurture human life, becomes the recipient of that same honor and care.
The life of the Blessed Mother teaches us to respect each human life in every stage and circumstance. Mary is our
model for upholding the sanctity of all human life. O Mary, “Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of
life.”1

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by
permission of the copyright owner. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2026, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

1. Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 105.

Scan th eQR Code for
additional details and locations

Since 1973, the Catholic Church in the United States has observed October as Respect Life Month, and the first
Sunday of October is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics, we are called to cherish and protect those who
are most vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its end, and at every point in between. During the month of
October, the Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the dignity and gift of every human life.

National Life Chain
This year, on Sunday October 4 , the pro-life
people of Somerset County will again
participate in the National Life Chain. The
Diocese of Metuchen fully supports our
participation in Life Chain.

th

  

Life Chain will be in Somerville, Sunday
October 4 , along Somerset St. and
Mountain Ave., from 2:00 to 3:30 PM. At
about 1:45 PM an opening prayer will be
offered at the flagpole in front of Immaculate
Conception Church on Mountain Ave. Signs
will be available outside the Immaculate
Conception Church and other locations along
the Chain location. 

th

Please scan the QR code for
additional information on the
National Life Chain.



St. Bernard’s Cemetery

St. Bernard’s Finance Council Update

2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
One in Christ: Called to Love and Serve

 

As of September 25, 2026, the Development Office has received pledges
totaling $187,694.38 and payments of $183,188.88 of our $156,000.00
goal. 

 

Thank you for your efforts!

To sign-up for WeShare, please
go to our website to the Ways to
support our Parish section at the
bottom and click “Online Giving:
WeShare”
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Weekly Collections
         From 09/27/26

Envelope Contributions:  $   8,051.00
WeShare Contributions:   $   5,570.00
Social Concerns:              $   1,117.00
Other Contributions:        $   1,835.00
Total Contributions:      $ 16,573.00

Cumulative Year-to-date Totals
         From 07/01/26 - 09/27/26

Envelope Contributions:  $    92,336.00
WeShare Contributions:   $  130,265.00
Social Concerns:              $    20,248.00
Other Contributions:        $    18,413.00
Total Contributions:      $  261,598.00

% to Total
48.6%
33.6%
6.7%

11.1%

% to Total
35.3%
49.8%
7.2%
7.7%



Parish Directory
St. Bernard of Clairvaux Church

500 Route 22 East, Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Telephone: (908)725-0552 Fax: b(908)725-4524

Website: http://stbernardbridgewater.org / Also on Facebook
All emails are @stbernardbridgewater.org

Office hours M-F 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
July and August hours M-F 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Please visit website for any updates

WELCOME TO THE PARISH COMMUNITY
OF ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX
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The Parish Clergy
   Rev. Msgr. Randall J. Vashon, Pastor - ext. 803,
     Email: rvashon@...
   Fr. Jay Alquiros, Parochial Vicar - ext.806,
     Email: jalquiros@...
   Mr. Patrick Cline, Deacon, Email: pjcjr123@yahoo.com
   Mr. Gerard Sims, Deacon, Email: gcsims@msn.com
   Mr. Michael Macchiarola, Deacon, Email: mmacchiarola@...

        

The Parish Office (Email: office@stbernardbridgewater.org)
   Mrs. Donna Blanton, Office Mgr. & Adm. Asst. to the  Pastor and
     Protecting God’s Children – ext. 802,  Email: dblanton@...
   Ms. Christine Mutek, Parish Registrar, Baptism and Wedding
     Prep. – ext. 800, Email: cmutek@...
   Mrs. Lauren Loftus, Bulletin Editor, Parish Calendar and Website
     Management – ext. 818, Email: editor@...
   Mr. Ed Fagan, Finance and Business Mgr. – ext. 821,
     Email: efagan@...
   Mr. Camilo Ramirez, Facilities Manager – ext. 819,
     Email: maintenance@...

 

The Office of Catechetical Formation
Office: 908-725-8915, Fax: 908-725-9949

Email: ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org
   Mrs. Denise Metzgar, Director, Office of Catechetical Formation –
     ext. 825, Email: dmetzgar@...
   Mrs. Bernadette Salvatore, Faith Formation Coordinator  –
     ext. 811, Email: bsalvatore@...
   Mrs. Marie Cinque, Faith Formation Coordinator –
     ext.  810, Email: mcinque@...

BOLD Youth Ministry
   Email: stbernard@boldym.com
   Miss. Paulina Garcia, Phone: (908) 552-0620
   Mr. Mark Dransfield, Email: mdransfield@...

 

The Office of Liturgy and Sacred Music
   Mrs. Christina Blalock, Director of Sacred Music –
     ext. 807, Email: cblalock@...

 

St. Bernard Cemetery and Mausoleums
Office: 908-725-8305, Fax: 908-725-5566,

Office hours M-F 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Visiting hours for fall and winter 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Visiting hours for spring and summer 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Email: cemetery@stbernardbridgewater.org

   Mr. Camilo Ramirez, Cemetery Director, ext. 840
   Mrs. Mary Beth Hansen, Office Manager, ext. 841
   Mrs. Carla Alves, Administrative Assistant, ext. 839

Parish Membership

Welcome Newcomers! So that we might provide for all of your
sacramental and pastoral needs, we would like to officially
welcome and register you in the parish. If  you haven’t already
done so, please call the Parish Office to begin your registration
process or visit our parish website.
 

Parishioners are reminded that we can best serve you if  we have
accurate information in our Parish Census program. Please call
the Parish Office with any changes in your address, phone number,
family status, etc. or if  you notice any misinformation in any
correspondence you might receive from us.

 
Catechetical Formation
 

For Children, Grades 1-8: We are living stones, a community of
disciples committed to sharing the beauty, goodness and truth of
our Catholic faith and accompanying our children and families
into deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and the vibrant,
sacramental life of His Church. Our dedicated staff  and volunteer
catechists guide students to grow in knowledge and understanding
of Sacred Scripture, the Liturgy, the Sacraments, prayer, works of
mercy and the lives of the saints, so that they may grow in holiness
and happiness. Please reach out to us to enroll your children in
faith formation classes or if  you’d like to consider joining our
ministry! ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org 
For Adults: Our dynamic team of volunteer facilitators host a
broad range of opportunities to explore the richness of our
Catholic faith and the joy of a lived relationship with Jesus Christ
and His Church. Check in with the Events page of our parish
website for more information about small groups forming for
Bible studies, book and video series and other enriching programs
for adults of all ages. ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org
For Young Adults - Lighthouse Ministry: Guided Bible Study and
discussions hosted on Wednesdays at 7 PM. Gather with faith-
filled peers ages 20 - 30, in a journey that will encourage, support
and guide you through today’s challenges.
ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org
 

BOLD Youth Ministry
 

BOLD exposes high school and middle school students to God's
love, promotes a life of service, and provides a place for them to
enjoy each other's company. Our goal is to help young people
build a personal relationship with Christ and delve deeper into
their faith through Catholic formation, support, prayer, and the
Sacraments.

 

Young Builder’s Club at St. Bernard
 

As part of our Youth Ministry program, we offer our Young
Builder’s Club one Sunday each month for children aged 3 to 10,
with a parent. Using the K’nex building toys, the group
encourages teamwork and social interaction. Each meeting opens
with prayer and song.

mailto:ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org
mailto:ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org
mailto:ocf@stbernardbridgewater.org


908  333  9633
www.BrightStarCare.com/somerset

Independently Owned and Operated

Certified By The Supreme 
Court of New Jersey

As A Workers Compensation 
Law Attorney

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

Marc J. Brenner, ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security Disability

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

We go beyond service, it ‘s a mission of faith, love and prayer.

Serving Middlesex County & Surrounding Areas

HOLYTRINITYHC.COM • 732-444-8282

We’re here to help with care options & support for 
your loved ones ....  just a phone call away! 
FOR PRAYER 

REQUESTS
FOR SERVICE

REQUESTS

265 E Main Street 
Somerville NJ 08876

T: 908-575-7980
F: 908-393-9585

homecare@archangelsservices.com • hospice@archangelsservices.com

• Home Health Care
• Hospice Care
• Training
• Staffing

www.archangelsservices.com

G60659 (JA)  Saint Bernard Church, Bridgewater NJ   	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road, Flanders, NJ 07836	 Inside

Drivers
TIRE & SERVICE CENTERS

Fleet Service Experts
669 Rt. 22 East • Whitehouse Station

908-534-1919 x2

A R K P H Y S I C A L T H E R A P Y . O R G

Everyone deserves to move 
better, and feel better 

with one-on-one care!
CALL TODAY! 

908-801-9155
3322 US 22 West Building 7 · Suite 705

Branchburg, NJ 08876

ROOFING
MASONRY • GUTTERS • DECK REPAIR

&

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200

Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New Jersey

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH



At Bridgewater
~ Our Mission ~

To champion quality of life for all seniors

Joanna Picciano, Director of Sales
Assisted Living · Specialized Memory Care

joanna.picciano@sunriseseniorliving.com
www.sunrisebridgewater.com

908.605.2074

390 US Rte. 22 E. • Bridgewater, NJ

908-526-3030
www.lawndoctor.com

Christopher T. Kotalic - Owner

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

Kingswood Tax and Business Services LLC
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Frank Walko, CPA, Owner • 908-651-4659
frank@kingswoodtaxandbiz.com · kingswoodtaxandbiz.com

75 North Bridge Street · Suite B · Somerville, NJ 08876

221 North 10th Avenue
Manville, NJ

908.253.0099

Bring Bulletin
for 10% Off!

M-F: 9am-6pm; Sat: 8am-4pm;
Sunday: Closed

www.star22home.com
KITCHENS * BATHROOMS

22 Plainfield Avenue • Piscataway, NJ

Showroom & Design Center by appt.
Angi Award Winner 2015-2022

(908) 604-8759 
www.johnspaint.com

Local Resident & Diocesan Member
JOHN’S PAINTING

G60659 (JA)  Saint Bernard Church, Bridgewater NJ   	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road, Flanders, NJ 07836	 Outside

BONGIOVI FUNERAL HOME INC.

416 Bell Avenue • Raritan NJ 08869 
908-725-1887

Over 100 Years of Bongiovi Family Service

Pre-arrangement, 
Pre-planning &  

NJ Pre-paid  
Trust Available

All Financial Needs 
Considered

AAA B Cremation Services - Full Cremation Services 1-888-906-9500 
(Anna Louise Bongiovi - Dir/Mgr. CFSP, NJ Lic. No. 2817)

FUNERAL HOME

Bruce C.

Bruce VanArsdale, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 3521 

Brittany VanArsdale, Director
NJ Lic. No. 5137

Member of KOC & AOH

TheEvolutionGym.com

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

908-725-3111
brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com
111 North Gaston Avenue • Somerville, NJ 08876

www.my5DB.com 
o: 732-369-6387 
m: 732-343-5450$10,000 COMPLETE BATHROOM REMODEL. 

LABOR/MATERIALS

Anthony C. Bongiovi, Sr.
(1911-2008) Founder

Anna Louise Bongiovi, CFSP
Mgr./Owner, NJ Lic. No. 2817

ThePolishPickle.com

TheEvolutionGym.com
22 READINGTON ROAD • BRANCHBURG

BACK TO SCHOOL
REGISTRATION OPEN!

908-450-0384

TUMBLE & CHEER FOR ALL AGES

Good Food. Good Drink. Good God. Let’s Eat!


	The Liturgical Week
	Monday, October 5th
	Tuesday, October 6th
	Wednesday, October 7th
	Thursday, October 8th
	Friday, October 9th
	Saturday, October 10th
	Sunday, October 11th
	12:00 pm   For the People and Clergy of St. Bernard Church

	OCTOBER 4TH, 2026
	TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN
	ORDINARY TIME
	A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE
	SUNDAY READINGS
	HIS WORD TODAY—by Rev. William J. Reilly
	Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ
	“Brothers and Sisters; Have no anxiety at all, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God which surpasses all understandings will guard your minds and hearts in Christ Jesus.”
	Prayer, petition and thanksgiving, the gifts we all have to offer a loving and listening God. What underlies it all is a desire to be with the Lord and acknowledge my radical dependence upon Him. In fact, my desire to please and praise God begins with His grace inviting me to be with Him.
	Take a moment to look at your prayer life. Is it healthy? Does it include these elements, rather than limiting it to my requests only. What do you think the Lord is asking of you?


	Today’s Readings
	First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
	This passage about the failure of the Lord’s vineyard is a metaphor for the ingratitude of the people of Israel and Judah. In tones of sadness and rebuke, the Lord asks, “What more was there to do for my vineyard?”

	Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9
	In a moving appeal to the Philippians, Paul exhorts them to embrace all that is pure, decent, and admirable; then God’s peace will be theirs.

	Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43
	In another rebuke to the chief priests and the elders, Jesus recounts a parable in which the owner of a vineyard leases his vineyard to tenant farmers. When the owner sends his servants and even his son to claim his rightful share of the crops, the tenants kill all of them. With some bitterness, Jesus warns the chief priests that “the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to people that will yield a rich harvest.
	Stewardship Thoughts...




	This Week at St. Bernard
	Sunday, October 4
	Monday, October 5

	Tuesday, October 6
	Wednesday, October 7
	Thursday, October 8
	Friday, October 9
	8:00 am - Mass; Church (live-streamed & recorded)

	Saturday, October 10
	9:00 am - Mass; Church
	9:30 am - Praying the Rosary; Church
	4:00 pm - Confessions; Church
	5:15 pm - Mass; Church (live-streamed & recorded)
	Sunday, October 11
	9:00 am - Mass; Church, (live-streamed)
	10:30 am - Mass & Children’s Liturgy; Church (live-streamed) & Chapel
	12:00 pm - Mass; Church (live-streamed)


	Don’t Forget
	SHIP and the Local Food Bank Collection - The SHIP Collection will be next Sunday, October 11th. Please consider taking part in this ministry by making and freezing casseroles to donate to the needy in our area. FROZEN casseroles and other items are collected at a cooler located outside the parish center (school building) main entrance doors before all Sunday Masses. Please see our parish website for casserole recipes and instructions. Click SHIP under the Ministries tab. Non-perishable food donations are being collected for the local food bank. Please leave non-perishable food bank donations in the cry room.
	The Parish Office is closed on Monday, October 12th in observance of Columbus Day. The morning mass will be at 9:00 AM and there will be no 12:10 mass.
	The Priest Convocation will be held from Tuesday, October 14th through Thursday, October 16th. Please note the change in mass schedule: Tuesday, October 13th - 8:00 AM Mass and no 12:10 PM Mass—Wednesday, October 14th and Thursday, October 15th - 8:00 AM Communion Service and no 12:10 PM Mass.
	Virtus Training - As a reminder, any individual that is involved in a parish ministry that interacts with children is required to have a background check and attend the “Protecting God’s Children” Virtus Session. We currently have a Virtus Session scheduled at St. Bernard on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 6:30 PM in The Holy Family Room in the lower level of the church building. Registration is required and can be done by creating/logging in to your Virtus account at www.virtus.org. Please be aware that no individual is permitted to volunteer within a ministry that interacts with children unless both background checks and the Virtus Session has been completed. If you have any questions regarding the process, please contact Donna Blanton at x802 in the Parish Office.
	Christmas Tree Fundraiser - It's that time of the year when we begin our Christmas Tree Fundraiser. This will be our 5th year to celebrate and remember a loved one or a pet or for peace. Beginning the weekend of October 17th  and each weekend going forward we will be selling the trees. This year as in the past each tree will be $200. We hope you will support this beautiful tradition which supports our many ministries.


	This Week at St. Bernard
	Ministers of the Liturgy
	We acknowledge with appreciation the following Liturgical Ministers who will serve at next weekend’s Masses:
	Weekend of October 10th and October 11th
	5:15 pm Mass
	7:30 am Mass
	9:00 am Mass
	Altar Servers: Christopher Seidler,
	Nick Seidler
	Readers: John Shanagher, Payton Longo
	Eucharistic Ministers: Laura Curcio,
	Karen Brophy, Jacqueline Roccasecca,
	Bob Nagel, Luiselle Parfitt
	Altar Servers: Rennita Arun, Jeffrey Rocha
	Readers: Priscilla Weick, Lenny Rutledge II
	Eucharistic Ministers: Greg Bielat,
	Patrick Mattia, Jane McElroy,
	Gerard Mutek, Dorothy Russell
	Altar Servers: McKenna Sasiak, Jonah Ortiz
	Readers: Ron Haikes, Pat Capaccione
	Eucharistic Ministers: Margaret Batkowski,
	Dave Eckert, Linda Eckert,
	Sharon Rizarri

	10:30 am Mass
	12:00 pm
	Mass
	Altar Servers: Charlie Ramsay,
	Penelope Ramsay
	Readers: Jim Alaimo, Jeevan Lobo
	Children’s Liturgy: Dcn Mike Macchiarola
	Eucharistic Ministers: Luis Alves,
	Nisha Lobo, Christine Macchiarola,
	Carmen Merino, Lori Snyder
	Altar Servers: Ninad Dsa, Riaan Pacheco
	Readers: Ed Fagan, Gretchen Toolan
	Eucharistic Ministers: Janetta Buckmire,
	Susie Grasso, Doreen Sekora
	If you are mandated and trained for these ministries, please consider volunteering through the Ministry Scheduler Pro application.


	October 5th, 2026 to October 11th, 2026
	The Church’s Sanctuary lamp
	The Blessed Mother’s votive lamp
	The St. Joseph’s votive lamp
	The Chapel’s Sanctuary lamp
	Burns for the Special Intentions of Lynn Rosenfeld, req. by Lucille D’Albero
	Burns for the deceased members of the Avitabile-Surak families, requested by Bernadette Surak
	Burns for parents in difficult pregnancies
	Burns for our first responders
	The Parish Prayer Chain is a group of Parishioners that regularly pray for your needs. It consists of two groups, those who pray during the daytime and those who pray in the evening.
	Should a need for prayer arise, please call Joan Dobrosky at 908-231-9545 to initiate your prayer request. Your intention will be prayed for by both Chains and kept strictly confidential. If you have an interest in becoming a member of the Prayer Chain, please call Joan.



	Commission for Liturgy and Worship
	Order of Christian Initiation for Adult sessions have started
	The OCIA sessions for 2026-2027 have started. But there is still time for non-Catholics or baptized Catholics who have not received both Holy Eucharist and Confirmation to learn about becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church. Please join us on Thursday evening, October 8th, at 7:30 PM in the Parish Library. Ask questions and learn about our Faith.
	For more information please call the Parish Office or contact Deacon Patrick at pjcjr123@yahoo.com.
	Congratulations and welcome…to the newly baptized member of our parish and Christian family!
	Andrew Matthew Lyons
	Son of Matthew and Taylor
	Baptized September 27, 2026
	YBC is back! All children, ages 3-10+, along with their parents and/or grandparents, are invited to build (and keep) a special K'nex item, display their creation in our Project Parade, and win a Door Prize! Join the fun on Saturday afternoon, October 17th at 3:00 PM in the St. Vincent De Paul Room!
	New Families are always welcome! Come whenever you can!!!! Please email us at YBCstbernard@yahoo.com to be added to our email list, or for more information about YBC.
	Come say hi next weekend Sunday, October 11th at the table in the Narthex. Can’t wait to see you there!

	The Prayer Shawl Ministry
	Attention all knitters and crocheters! Fall is here and we are meeting again!
	We will meet on Thursday, October 8, 2025. There will be one meeting this month at 7:00 pm in the Holy Family Meeting Room located in the basement of the Church.
	In the future, there will be gatherings from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the Father Barton Library and again from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in the Holy Family Meeting Room located in the basement of the Church.
	Please stop by if you would like to hear more about this wonderful ministry.
	There are people in our community who will benefit from feeling the warmth of a blanket and heartfelt prayers from our parishioners. We have beautifully crafted shawls on hand for those in need. If you or someone you know would like one, please contact us.
	If you would like additional information, please reach out to Marie Cinque at 908-725-0552 x810 or at mcinque@stbernardbridgewater.org.

	Parish Children’s Clothing Swap – presented by the Family Ministry and Respect Life Ministry
	As the seasons change, put aside any children’s clothes that won’t fit next year but still have life left, donate them, and shop for new-to-you clothes for your family.
	When/Where: Sunday, October 18th /TBD
	What: Fall/winter children’s clothing sizes ranging from preemie/newborn through young adult. Gently used shoes will also be accepted. Unclaimed items will be donated to the Pregnancy Aid and Information Center in Raritan and Catholic Charities. Additional Notes: Please drop off items prior to the event in the blue bins labeled “Clothing Swap” located in the Cry Room. A table will also be set up after each mass on October 10th and 11th in the narthex to drop off clothes/ask questions about the event.
	Visit the Respect Life Ministry website for further detail or reach out to Caroline Clark with any questions at: cclark1641@gmail.com.
	Support At‑Risk Families and Get a Chance to Win Cash!
	For just $10, you can make a meaningful difference for at‑risk families in Somerset County and enter for a chance to win cash prizes. Tickets are on sale for HOME of Somerset County’s Annual Calendar Raffle after all masses Saturday, October 17th and Sunday, October 18th. Throughout November 2026, December 2026, and January 2027, three winners will be drawn each week. Every ticket is re‑entered for every drawing, giving participants multiple opportunities to win. Each designated day in the three‑month raffle period carries a prize value ranging from $50 to $100, and winners will receive their checks by mail after each drawing. To purchase tickets or learn more, please contact Martha Heiner, Development/Administrative Specialist, at martha@homescnj.org or (908) 704-1920. Tickets can also be purchased by stopping by our office located at 98 West End Avenue, Somerville, NJ.



	Commission for Liturgy and Worship
	Youth and Our Community
	Faith Formation
	Children’s Faith Formation
	Our first parent session on The Creed will be held on Monday, October 19th and repeated on Tuesday, October 20th at 7:00 PM in the cafeteria. This session will be led by Monsignor Fell.


	Respect Life Month
	Since 1973, the Catholic Church in the United States has observed October as Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of October is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics, we are called to cherish and protect those who are most vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its end, and at every point in between. During the month of October, the Church asks us to reflect more deeply on the dignity and gift of every human life.
	When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her that she would conceive and bear a son, Mary responded with her fiat, “May it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Mary conceives Christ in her womb, becoming the mother of God, the mother of Jesus. Jesus himself tells us that he is “the way and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6). In becoming the mother of Jesus, Mary becomes the mother of life. Mary’s hhh
	acceptance in this unforeseen moment demonstrates how each of us must welcome the gift of new human life, even when that gift is unexpected or calls us to make sacrifices.
	Eve was called the “mother of all the living” (Gen 3:20). Unfortunately, her disobedience brought sin into the world. In contrast Mary, through her obedience to God, gives birth to our Salvation. Mary becomes the New Eve—the new mother of all the living. Her fiat gives us an example of perfect docility and cooperation with the will of God.
	At the Annunciation, when Mary learns that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is six months pregnant, she travels in haste to visit Elizabeth, spending the next three months at her side, even while pregnant herself. In her selfless service to Elizabeth, the Blessed Mother perfectly models how we are called to accompany expectant mothers as they prepare to welcome new life into the world.
	Mary’s role as the Mother of Life extends from the Annunciation all the way to the Crucifixion. On Calvary, Mary stands at the foot of the Cross with Saint John. The Gospel tells us: “When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his home” (Jn 19:26-27).
	With his final breaths on the Cross, Jesus entrusts Mary and the Beloved Disciple to one another, and by extension establishes a maternal relationship between Mary and the Church. Jesus’ words are addressed not only to Saint John, but to each one of us. In this moment, the physical mother of Jesus becomes the spiritual mother of the Church and all the faithful. Saint John goes on to take Mary into his home and cares for her as she advances in age, demonstrating our responsibility to continue our care for human life, from conception to natural death. Mary, who taught us how to nurture human life, becomes the recipient of that same honor and care.
	The life of the Blessed Mother teaches us to respect each human life in every stage and circumstance. Mary is our model for upholding the sanctity of all human life. O Mary, “Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of life.”1
	National Life Chain
	This year, on Sunday October 4th, the pro-life people of Somerset County will again participate in the National Life Chain. The Diocese of Metuchen fully supports our participation in Life Chain.
	Life Chain will be in Somerville, Sunday October 4th, along Somerset St. and Mountain Ave., from 2:00 to 3:30 PM. At about 1:45 PM an opening prayer will be offered at the flagpole in front of Immaculate Conception Church on Mountain Ave. Signs will be available outside the Immaculate Conception Church and other locations along the Chain location.
	Scan th eQR Code for additional details and locations
	Please scan the QR code for additional information on the National Life Chain.


	St. Bernard’s Cemetery
	St. Bernard’s Finance Council Update
	Weekly Collections
	From 09/27/26
	Envelope Contributions:  $   8,051.00
	WeShare Contributions:   $   5,570.00
	Social Concerns:              $   1,117.00
	Other Contributions:        $   1,835.00
	Total Contributions:      $ 16,573.00
	% to Total
	48.6%


	Cumulative Year-to-date Totals
	From 07/01/26 - 09/27/26
	Envelope Contributions:  $    92,336.00
	WeShare Contributions:   $  130,265.00
	Social Concerns:              $    20,248.00
	Other Contributions:        $    18,413.00
	Total Contributions:      $  261,598.00
	% to Total
	35.3%

	2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
	One in Christ: Called to Love and Serve
	As of September 25, 2026, the Development Office has received pledges totaling $187,694.38 and payments of $183,188.88 of our $156,000.00 goal.
	Thank you for your efforts!
	To sign-up for WeShare, please go to our website to the Ways to support our Parish section at the bottom and click “Online Giving: WeShare”


	Parish Directory
	St. Bernard of Clairvaux Church
	The Parish Clergy
	The Parish Office (Email: office@stbernardbridgewater.org)

	The Office of Catechetical Formation
	BOLD Youth Ministry
	The Office of Liturgy and Sacred Music
	St. Bernard Cemetery and Mausoleums


	WELCOME TO THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX
	Parish Membership
	Catechetical Formation
	BOLD Youth Ministry
	Young Builder’s Club at St. Bernard




