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FIRST SUNDAY 

of Advent 

CHURCH OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
30 NOVEMBER 2025 



HOLY MASS 
Mass of Anticipation, Saturday Evening at 5:00pm  

Sunday Morning at 8:00am & 10:00am  
 Misa en Español a las 12 del mediodía  

Monday to Friday at 7:30am  
Saturday Morning at 8:00am  

 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 Second Sunday of month at 2:00pm in English  
Third Sunday of month at 2:00pm in Spanish 

Please contact the parish office for more information, 
registration must be done one month in advance. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION 
Saturdays at 8:30am and 4:00pm, or by appointment. 

Confessions end once the last person in line is heard.  
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY MATRIMONY 
Arrangements are to be made six months in advance. 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Contact the parish office when someone is very ill,  

especially near death, to receive the necessary sacraments. 
 
 

PARISH CENTER 
125 Park Street, Ridgefield Park, New Jersey 07660

Telephone 201.641.6464 | Fax 201.641.2282  
Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm  

Thursday Evenings to 8:00pm  
Fridays in July & August, 9am to 2pm 

Closed on Saturdays and Sundays 
www.stfrancisrp.org 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT | 30 NOVEMBER 2025 
 

CHURCH OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

114 MOUNT VERNON STREET  

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NEW JERSEY 07660 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH DIRECTORY
 

Rev. Fr. Lynx J.M. Soliman 
Administrator  

frlynx@stfrancisrp.org  
 

Rev. Fr. Bartley P. Baker 
Parochial Vicar  

frbart@stfrancisrp.org     
 

Rev. Msgr. C. Anthony Ziccardi 
Sunday Assistant  

 
Deacon Victor Conversano, Jr. 

Respect Life Coordinator & Director of the Food Pantry  
deaconvic@stfrancisrp.org   

 
Patricia A. Acosta 

Parish Secretary & Business Manager  
pacosta@stfrancisrp.org 

 
Facundo López 
Director of Music 

flopez@stfrancisrp.org 
 
 
 

Milagros López 
Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

mlopez@stfrancisrp.org 
 

Rita Murray-Cottone 
Parish Custodian 

rcottone@stfrancisrp.org 
 
 
 

Richard LaTour 
Director of the Physical Plant
rlatour@stfrancisrp.org    

 
 

Anthony Tedesco  
Assistant Director of the Physical Plant 

ttedesco@stfrancisrp.org 



UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 
Christmas Flowers, November 30   

Religious Retirement Fund, December 7 

  

We offer Online Giving!  
Your offerings can be automatically sent to the  

parish, without the need for an envelope, using a credit or 
debit card, or by electronic debit from your checking or 

savings account, monthly or weekly.  
 

You can make a difference in your Parish! 
 

For more information, visit our website:

www.stfrancisrp.org  

Mass Celebrant & Homilist Schedule* 
 

Saturday, December 6 
8:30am Confession: Fr. Lynx 
4:00pm  Confession: Fr. Lynx 
5:00pm Fr. Lynx   
 

Sunday, December 7 
 8:00am Fr. Bart 
         Deacon Preaching 
10:00am Fr. Lynx 
12 Noon (SPA) Fr. Tony 

 

*Schedule subject to change without notice. 

Saturday, November 29 
5:00       + Catherine Auciello Storer 

Sunday, November 30 
First Sunday of Advent 
8:00         + Evelyn Gandolfo 
10:00       People of the Parish and +   Natalia Alvardo 
12:00        +  Julio Felix Guzman 

Monday, December 1 
7:30        + Ethal Rattacasa 

Tuesday, December 2 
7:30           + Craig Esposito 

Wednesday, December 3 
St. Francis Xavier 
7:30            + Elizabeth Wolf 

Thursday, December 4  
St. John Damascene
7:30         + Fred Monaghan 

First Friday, December 5 
7:30         + Alex Dy 

First Saturday, December 6 
St. Nicholas, Bishop 
8:00         + Intentions of the First Saturday Novena 

SACRAMENTAL MEMORIALIZATIONS 

                                                      

 
The Host will be 

consecrated in Memory of: 
+Steven Fernandez 

 
 

The Wine will be be  
consecrated in Memory of: 

+ Steven Fernandes 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp  
will burn in Memory of: 

+Lucia Ziccardi 

 
 

The Altar Candles  
will burn in Memory of: 

+Lucia Ziccardi 

 
 
 

Report Financial Misconduct Confidentially 
If you suspect financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an  
independent and confidential reporting tool that helps the  
Archdiocesan community address issues while promoting  
positive parish, school and workplace environments.  
Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link. 



FRONT PEW OF OUR CHURCH
 

While not officially  
reserved, let’s leave  
the front pew on  
either side of the aisle 
open for those who
 have a difficulty  
walking. Holy  
Communion will be  
brought directly to 
them. 

 
 

 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

Monday, December 1 
Rosary Prayer Group 8-9:00am in Church 

Baptism Prep class in Spanish 7:00pm 
Eucharistic Advent Adoration 12-7:00pm 

 

Tuesday, December 2  
Rosary Prayer Group 8-9:00am in Church 

Eucharistic Adoration 12-7:00pm 
 

Wednesday, December 3 
Rosary Prayer Group 8-9:00am in Church 
Eucharistic Advent Adoration 12-7:00pm 

 
 

Thursday, December 4 
Rosary Prayer Group 8-9:00am in Church
Eucharistic Advent Adoration 12-7:00pm 

 

First Friday, December 5 
Rosary Prayer Group 8-9:00am in Church 

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration  
8-9:00am and 12-7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 

First Saturday, December 6 
Rosary Prayer Group 8-9:00am in Church 

Men’s Group 6:30am (P.C.) 
Confessions 8:30am and 4:00pm respectively  

Bethlehem Handicrafts will be in the vestibule of 
the Church all weekend 

             Primer Sábado 6:45am en la iglesia 
 

Sunday, December 7 
Second Collection for Retired Religious 

Spanish Baptisms at 2:30pm 
 

BETHLEHEM  
HANDICRAFTS 

 

From the birthplace of our Lord Jesus , 
the Christian community is seeking your 

love and support by purchasing their 
handmade olive wood religious articles.  

They make the perfect Christmas gift! 
 

These items will be displayed in the 
church vestibule after all the Masses on 
the weekend of December 6th and 7th 



EXTRAORDINARY  
CONFESSION TIMES! 

Wrap the best gift for the Christ Child this 
Christmas by laying down your burdens in 

Confession and receiving His Mercy! 
 

Monday, December 15th  
6:00pm — 8:00pm 

 

Tuesday, December 16th 
6:00pm — 8:00pm 

 

Wednesday, December 17th  
6:00pm — 8:00pm 

JOIN US ON SUNDAY EVENING,  

DECEMBER 14, AT 5:00PM  

FOR SOLEMN VESPERS IN THE CHURCH,  

FOLLOWED BY THE LIGHTING OF THE MEMORI-

AL CHRISTMAS TREES ON THE LAWN OF OUR  

PARISH CHURCH.  

s What better way to prepare for the  
Lord’s coming at Christmas than to sit  

at His feet and learn directly from Him? 
 

The Most Blessed Sacrament will be  
exposed during the Advent season:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday thru Friday | 12 Noon to 7:00pm  

Reserve your Christmas tree soon!! 
trees are limited to 150!   
Each tree costs $150.00

Forms are at the doors of the Church. 
DEADLINE IS MONDAY!  

DECEMBER 1! Very few left 
 

Complete the form at the church exits and 
bring it to the parish center or sacristy. 

CC



January 22January 22

The St. Francis Respect Life Ministry promotes the 
Catholic Church’s teaching on the respect, care, and pro-
tection of human life from conception to natural death. 
The Ministry also aids in affirming the dignity of life 

and providing support to people in need. 
 

ALL LIFE IS PRECIOUS 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The First Sunday of Advent is the start of the liturgical year, 

focused on hope and preparing for Christ's coming. Advent 

and our respect for life call for vigilance and the protection 

of life, whether by preparing the heart for Christ's arrival 

or by actively cherishing vulnerable life. The first candle on 

the Advent wreath is often called the "Candle of Hope." We 

focus on hope, vigilance, and the protection of  others.  

Advent calls us to be  to be people of  hope and as we live out 

we seek to  actively defend the vulnerable. 

The Advent reflection to prepare for Christ's return is a call to 

action in the Respect Life movement, which urges us to  

actively protect human dignity.  
 

Please consider in participating in our SPIRITUAL 
 ADOPTION PROGRAM. You can “spiritually adopt” a 

child who will be born in June 2026. Prayer pledges and  
other information are located at the doors of the church. It 
is suggested that you name the child for whom you will be  

praying, which will remind you that, although you may  
never meet the child in this life, you truly are praying for a 

specific child who needs your prayers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions,  
comments, or concerns  

regarding the Respect Life Ministry, contact:   
Deacon Victor Conversano, Jr.  

201.641.6464 ext. 206 

Church of Saint Francis 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
The flowers and  

decorations in our church 
at Christmas can be  

designated as Memorials. 
 

If you wish to  
remember someone, please 

use the 
 envelope in your envelope 

collection pack or there those  found at the   
doors of the Church.  

Wednesday, 
 December 24th  

Solemn Christmas Vigil | Family Mass 
 

5:00pm 
 

Solemn Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 
 

12 Midnight | Bilingual Mass 
Christmas Carols begin at 11:30pm 

Thursday,  

December 25th 
 

Solemn Christmas Mass during the Day 
 

8:00am & 10:00am  
10am Mass will feature an orchestral ensemble and choir 

 
12 Noon in Spanish 

This Mass will feature an orchestral ensemble and choir 



 
 
 

orate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                              Saturday, December 20, 2025 

at 6:15am 

 
 

Caeli is Latin for “Drop down, ye heavens” and are the opening words of the Ent�ance Antiphon �om Isaiah 
45:8: “Rorate, caeli, desuper, et nubes pluant just�m, aperiat�r ter�a, et ger�inet Salvatorem.” 

“Drop down dew, ye heavens, �om above, and let the clouds rain the just: let the ear�h be opened and bud for�h a Savior.””  
The Rorate Caeli Mass is lit only by candlelight. Because it is a votive Mass in Our Lady’s honor, white         

vest�ents are wor� instead of Advent violet. In the dimly lit se�ing, priests and faithf�l prepare to honor the 
Light of the world, Who is soon to be bor�, and offer praise to God for the gist of Our Lady. As the Mass

 proceeds and  sunrise approaches, the church becomes prog�essively brighter, illumined by the sun as our 
FFaith is illumined by Christ. The readings and prayers of the Mass foretell the prophecy of the Virgin who 

would bear a Son called Emmanuel, and call on all to raise the gates of their hear�s and their societies to let 
CChrist the King   enter; asking for the g�ace to receive eter�al life by the merits of the Incar�ation and saving 
Resur�ction of Our Lord. Join us for this memorable and unforge�able Mass on the road to Christ�as Day!  

Breakfast to follow in the lower church. 

All must bring their 
oown candle  

iin a protective  
ccontainer! 

     �o�
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Please ar�ive  
promptly  

as the church  
will be dark! 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS! 
 

It’s always a good idea to register in your parish.  
 

Registration is required to enroll your child in the Faith Formation program,  
to become a godparent for Baptism or Confirmation, and to obtain any official parish letters. 

 

Place this completed form in the collection basket or return it to the Parish Center, and we’ll be in 
touch! 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________________________________ State ______________ Zip _____________________ 
 

Phone _______________________________________      Welcome to Saint Francis of Assisi! 



LA Voz HISPANA 

Primer domingo de Adviento  
30 de Noviembre del 2025 

MISIÓN PARROQUIAL 
La comunidad parroquial de San Francisco de 
Asís, se compromete al trabajo unificador del 

Espíritu Santo, en la medida en que se  
manifiesta en la Tradición viva de la Iglesia.  
Nos comprometemos a dar testimonio de ese  
trabajo en nuestras vidas diarias, sirviendo a 

Dios y al prójimo, siendo misioneros de nuestra 
Fe, llegando a quienes estén necesitados, y siendo 

las manos acogedoras de Cristo para todos. 

SACRAMENTO DEL BAUTISMO 
Segundo domingo de mes a las 3:00pm en ingles 
Tercer domingo de mes a las 3:00pm en español 

Contacte la oficina parroquial para inscribirse 
con un mes de anticipación. 

 

SACRAMENTO DE LA CONFESIÓN 
Sábados a las 8:30am & 4:00pm, o por cita.  

 

SACRAMENTO DEL MATRIMONIO 
Arreglos se hacen con seis meses de anticipación. 

 

SACRAMENTO DE LA  

UNCIÓN DE LOS ENFERMOS 
Comuníquese con la oficina parroquial cuando alguien 

esté muy enfermo, especialmente cerca de morir,  
para recibir los sacramentos necesarios. 

PRÓXIMAS SEGUNDAS COLECTAS 

 

 

BANCO DELANTERO DE NUESTRA IGLESIA 
 

Aunque no está oficialmente reservado,  
dejemos abierto el  banco 
delantero a ambos lados 
del pasillo para  
aquellos que tienen  
dificultad para caminar.  
La Santa Comunión llegará  
directamente a ellos sin  
tener que moverse. 

¡Gracias por su cooperación! 

¡HORARIOS EXTRAORDINARIOS  
DE CONFESIÓN! 

 
¡Envuelva el mejor regalo para el Niño 
Jesús esta Navidad, dejando sus cargas 

en la Confesión y recibiendo Su  
Misericordia! 

 
Lunes 15 de diciembre 

6:00pm a 8:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martes 16 de diciembre 
6:00pm a 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miércoles 17 de diciembre 
6:00pm a 8:00pm 



Árbol de Navidad Conmemorativo 
 

RReserva su árbol de Navidad pronto, solo 150 disponibles    
¡hay un número limitado de árboles! Cada árbol cuesta $150 

¡LA FECHA LÍMITE ES EL 1 DE DICIEMBRE!
 

 
 
 
 
 

Flores conmemorativas  
de Navidad 

 
Las flores y las  

decoraciones de nuestra 
iglesia en 

Navidad pueden  
designarse como 
conmemorativas. 

 
Si desea recordar a alguien, utilice el sobre que se

encuentra en su paquete de sobres o
los que se encuentran  

ARTESANÍAS DE BELÉN 
Desde el lugar de nacimiento de nuestro 

Señor Jesús, la comunidad cristiana busca 
su amor y apoyo mediante la compra de 

sus artículos religiosos hechos a mano en 
madera de olivo. 

 

¡Son el regalo perfecto de Navidad! 
 

Estos artículos se exhibirán en el  
vestíbulo de la iglesia después de todas 

las misas del fin de semana del  
6 y 7 de diciembre.

ARRA TRT S ÍÍ S B LÉ
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Sábado, 20 diciembre del 2025 a las 6:15AM 

Rorate Caeli en latín sig�ifica “Destilad, cielos” y son las palabras iniciales de la Antífona de Ent�ada de  
Isaías 45:8: “Rorate, caeli, desuper, et nubes pluant just�m, aperiat�r ter�a, et ger�inet Salvatorem”. 

“Destilad, cielos, como rocío de lo alto, der�amad, nubes, la victoria.  Abrase la tier�a y produzca salvación, y ger�ine           
juntamente la justicia. ”. La Misa de Rorate Caeli está iluminada solo con velas. Debido a que es una Misa votiva 
een honor a la Santísima Virgen, se usan vestimentas blancas en lugar del violeta de Adviento. En el entor�o 
tenuemente iluminado, los sacerdotes y los fieles se preparan para recibir a la Luz del mundo, que pronto   

nnacerá, y o�ecen alabanzas a Dios por el don de María. A medida que avanza la Misa y se acerca el amanecer, 
la iglesia se vuelve prog�esivamente más brillante, iluminada por el sol, a medida que nuest�a Fe es iluminada 

ppor Cristo. Las lect�ras y oraciones de la Misa anuncian la profecía de la Virgen que daría a luz un Hijo      
llamado Emmanuel, y llaman a todos a abrir las puer�as de sus corazones y de sus sociedades para dejar    

eent�ar a Cristo Rey, pidiendo la g�acia de recibir la vida eter�a por los méritos de la Encar�ación y                
Resur�ección salvadora de Nuest�o Señor. ¡Únase a nosot�os para esta Misa memorable e inolvidable en el  

camino hacia el día de Navidad! Desay�no después de la misa en el sótano de la iglesia. 

¡Todos deben t�aer   
su propia vela   

en un 
recipiente protector!  

¡Por favor lleg�e 
punt�almente 

ya que la iglesia  
estará oscura! 

sigigg� fifiifificcca “Destiladadda ,,, cieeelos” y son lasassas palabrararaasassas ininni iccciales deee la AnAnnA tnttnt fíff
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Iluminación de los Árboles  
de Navidad Conmemorativos 

 

ÚNASE A NOSOTROS EL DOMINGO, 14 DE DICIEMBRE, A LAS 5:00 P. M. 

PARA LAS VÍSPERAS SOLEMNES EN LA IGLESIA, 

SEGUIDAS POR EL ENCENDIDO DE LOS ÁRBOLES DE NAVIDAD CONMEMORATIVOS 

EN EL CÉSPED DE NUESTRA IGLESIA PARROQUIAL. 



¡BIENVENIDOS NUEVOS FELIGRESES! 
 

Siempre es una buena idea matricularse en su parroquia. 
 

Matricularse es necesario para inscribir a su hijo/a en el programa de la catequesis,  
para ser p/madrino de bautismo o confirmación, y para obtener cartas oficiales de la parroquia. 

 
Coloque este formulario, con su información, en la canasta de la colecta o devuélvalo a la  

oficina parroquial, y le enviaremos por correo un formulario de inscripción más detallado. 
 
Nombre ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dirección _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Ciudad ___________________________________________________ Estado __________ Código Postal __________________ 

 
Teléfono _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ¡Bienvenido a la Parroquia de San Francisco de Asís!  

Miércoles  
24 de diciembre 

Vigilia Solemne de Navidad  
Misa Familiar 

 

5:00pm en ingles
 

Misa Solemne de la  
Natividad del Señor 

 

12 Medianoche | Bilingüe 
Los villancicos comienzan a las 11:30pm 

Esta Misa contará con un conjunto  
orquestal y un coro 

Jueves  
25 de diciembre 

Misa Solemne de Navidad  
durante el Día 

 

8:00am y 10:00am en ingles
La misa de las 10 AM contará con un  

conjunto orquestal y un coro 
 

12 del mediodía en español 
Esta misa contará con un conjunto  

orquestal y un coro 



Advanced Laser & 
Skin Cancer Center, LLC

~ Board Certified In Dermatology ~

Phone 201-836-9696 · Fax 201-836-4716
870 PALISADE AVENUE · SUITE 302 · TEANECK, NJ

DERMATOLOGY, LASER AND MOHS SURGERY

Gangaram Ragi, MD, Director 
Henry Heaton, MD, FAAD

222 Main Street • Ridgefield Park
www.thebluflowershop.com

201.870.6363

72 MOUNT VERNON ST. • RIDGEFIELD PARK

Marilu Hernandez • 201-870-6200
mhernandez@preciselytax.com

INCOME TAX PREPARATION • ELECTRONIC FILING • DIRECT 
DEPOSIT • ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING • NOTARY PUBLIC

62 Cedar Street • Ridgefield Park
201.641.1114

Infant  •  Toddler  •  Pre-K

www.bambiniprograms.com

• Open Saturdays
• Same-Day Emergency
• Care for Adults & Kids
• New Patient Special
• Spanish Available
• Cash Patient Discount

Discover a brighter, healthier smile!

SmileWithGraceDental.com
195 Euclid Avenue

Ridgefield Park

201.641 .1111
Grace Shuang 

Guo, DDS

vorheesingwersen.com Pa
ris

hio
ne

rDonald J. Ingwersen
Owner/Manager 

59 Main Street · Ridgefield Park	 201-342-2350   
Annmarie Tubito

Director

N.J. Lic. No. 4157

N.J. Lic. No. 5391

JOHN H. ANLIAN

FULL LEGAL SERVICES
at fees you can afford

201-943-1110 • JohnAnlian.com
187 Anderson Avenue • Fairview

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

RESTAURANT & DELI
Candy’s

Catering Spanish Food         Comida Para Fiesta

201-296-0400  147 Washington Avenue · Little Ferry

LAUER
PLUMBING & HEATING, 

201-641-4040
RIDGEFIELD PARK

New Jersey Master Plumbers  
License No. 7646

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Water Heaters 
Hot Water Boilers

Complete Plumbing

Parishioner

We are hiring Drivers and Movers/Packers for full-time and 
part-time positions. We offer competitive compensation, 

paid time-off, benefits and opportunities for career growth. 
Email careers@promoves.com

Ann’s Place
UNISEX HAIR CUTTING

Established 1989

Wednesday-Friday
8:30am-5:30pm

Saturday 
7:00am-2:00pm

Appointment Only

15 MT. VERNON STREET · RIDGEFIELD PARK · 201-440-8555

166B (CK) - St. Francis of Assisi, Ridgefield Park	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684  BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836	

Parishioner
Here to help life go right.®
The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Habla Español

Body Shop &
Auto Repairs

125 Railroad Avenue
Ridgefield Park 

440-2625

SCHIFANO
LANDSCAPING

(201) 641-3199
Spring Cleanups

Weekly Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Renovations

Tree & Stump Removal
Retaining Walls

Driveway & Patio Pavers

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Call or go online  
to get free,  

confidential help  
for suspected  

poisonings.
poison.org

www.advancedlaserandskincancercenter.com


