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HAPPENING THIS WEEK

Acontecemientos de la Semana

Monday, January 19, 2026
6:45 pm THE HEART OF JESUS
Matthew 11: 25-30; Phil. 2:5-11
in Saint Catharine Hall

Tuesday, January 20, 2026
8:45 am Bible Study
Isaiah 8:29-9:3; Matthew 4: 12-23
in OLPH Sacristy

5:00 pm Simon's Kitchen
in OLPH Hall

Wednesday, January 21, 2026
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
St. Francis Food Pantry
at 139 Sherman Avenue

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm
Faith Formation for Grades 1-4
on St. Catharine Campus

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Alcoholics Anonymous
in OLPH Hall

Thursday, January 22, 2026
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Narcotics Anonymous
in OLPH Hall

Friday, January 23, 2026
5:00 pm Simon's Kitchen
in OLPH Hall

PARISH LITURGY

Litdrgia de la Parroquia

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
100 Grant Avenue
Seaside Heights, NJ 08751

Sunday Masses
Saturday: 4:00 PM (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 9:30 AM
7:00 PM (Misa en Espafiol)

Daily Masses
Tuesday, Thursday &
First Saturday: 8:00 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
with Individual Confession
Saturday: 3:00 - 3:45 PM

St. Catharine of Siena Church
50 E Street
Seaside Park, NJ 08752

Sunday Masses
Saturday: 4:30 PM (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 & 11:00 AM

Daily Masses
Monday, Wednesday
& Friday: 8:00 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
with Individual Confession
Saturday: 1:00 - 2:00 PM




PARISH OF SAINT JUNIPERO SERRA

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

Parish Mass Intentions

January 19, 2026 - January 23, 2026

8:00 am
At St. Catharine

+ Aniello Piscitelli
by JVP

8:00 am + Patti Norman
At OLPH by Regina Birchler
8:00 am + Joyce Riley

At St. Catharine by John & Merlinda

8:00 am + Mildred Piscitelli
At OLPH by JVP
8:00 am + James Demetriades

At St. Catharine by Family

+ SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME + JANUARY 18, 2026

SAINT [FRANCIS FOOD PANTRY

o Pl Saint Francis Food Pantry is OPEN on
W Wednesdays
10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
St. Francis Food Pantry has seen a dramatic increase in
the number of families who are in need of food
assistance. PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP US!

We need Ramen Noodles of all varieties, canned fruit,
canned soups, canned pasta sauce, children’s cereal,
instant potatoes, jar pasta sauce, a variety of canned
vegetables, juice, pancake mix & syrup, cake mix and
icing, mayo, mustard & ketchup, coffee, regular and
instant and tea.

January 24, 2026 - January 25, 2026

SAT

SUN

4:00 pm + Gary Miller
At OLPH by Miller Family
4:30 pm + Lee Marino

At St. Catharine by Merlinda & John

8:00 am
At St. Catharine

+ Kathleen E. Cirlincione
by William V. Hoffman

9:30am + Stella Carabello
At OLPH by Sandie & Doug
11:00 am + People of The Parish

At St. Catharine

7:00 pm
At OLPH

Spanish Mass

o+
oof2

WEEKLY OFFERING

January 10 - 11, 2026
Parish $4,566 - Building Repairs $2,299

Online Offering

Parish $1,400 - Building Repairs $213

Thank you for your generosity

St. Catharine of Siena Church
Sanctuary Candle Burns in Memory of:

Sanctuary Candle Burns in Honor of:
The Sick and The Suffering




SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026

Saint Junipero Serra Parish Office
50 E Street
Seaside Park, NJ 08752-1509
(732) 793-0041
mmara@stjuniperoserra.org

Fr. Michael G. Lorentsen, OFM Conv. Pastor

Fr. Mitchell Sawicki OFM Conv. Parochial Vicar

Ms. Renée Casadonte Parish Catechetical Leader
Safe Environment Coordinator

Ms. Melissa Mara Parish Office Manager

Executive Assistant to the Pastor

Mr. Martin Wilk, Jr. Property Manager and

Facilities Maintenance

Ms. Laura Dalton Pastoral Musician

Custodian
At OLPH Church

Mr. Kevin Dzugan

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
10:00 am -12:00 pm Office is OPEN

12:00 pm—1:00 pm CLOSED for LUNCH

1:00 pm—4:00 pm Office is OPEN

Tuesday Parish office is CLOSED in the morning for
a parish staff meeting and will open at
1:00 pm.

Friday No office hours

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, January 19
for the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

Faith Formation for Children

January 21, 2026 - 5:00 pm - 6:15pm
Grades 1-4

January 28, 2026 - 6:15 pm - 7:30pm
Grades 5, 6, 7, & Confirmation Class

February 4, 2026 - 5:00 pm - 6:15pm
Grades 1-4

February 11, 2026 - 6:15 pm - 7:30pm

Grades 5, 6, 7, & Confirmation Class

PROMISE TO

PROTECT

PLEDGE TO

HEAL

)

SECOND COLLECTION FOR

THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA
Next Weekend January 24-25, 2025

Next week we will take up the Collection for
the Church in Latin America. Many in Latin America
and the Caribbean find that a rising secular culture,
difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of ministers all
present obstacles to practicing the faith. Your sup-
port for the collection provides lay leadership train-
ing, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and
other programs to share our Catholic faith with
those who long to hear the Good News of Christ. To
learn more about how your gifts make a difference,
visit uscch.org/latin-america.




PARISH OF SAINT JUNIPERO SERRA

+ SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME + JANUARY 18, 2026

Faith Formation for Adults
Ages 18 years -100+ years

Monday, January 19, 2026 - 6:45 pm - 8:00pm
THE HEART OF JESUS CHRIST “Meek and Humble of

Heart”: A Common Reflection on Matthew 11: 25-30
In Saint Catharine Hall

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 8:45 am - 9:30 am
BIBLE STUDY lIsaiah 49: 3, 5-6 and Matthew 4: 12-23
In Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church Sacristy

Monday, January 26, 2026 - 6:45 pm - 8:00pm

THE HEART OF JESUS CHRIST: An Introduction to Pope
Francis’ Encyclical Letter Dilexit Nos—He Loved Us: On
the Human and Divine Love of the Heart of Jesus Christ
In Saint Catharine Hall

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 8:45 am -9:30 am
BIBLE STUDY Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13 and Matthew 5: 1-
12a

In Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church Sacristy

January 7th Statement of
Archbishop Bernard Hebda of Minneapolis-St. Paul

“Following this morning’s deadly shooting in
Minneapolis, | reiterate my plea for all people of good
will to join me in prayer for the person who was killed,
for their loved ones, and for our community.

“We continue to be at a time in this country
when we need to lower the temperature of rhetoric,
stop fear-filled speculation and start seeing all people as
created in the image and likeness of God. That is as true
for our immigrant sisters and brothers as it is for our
elected officials and those who are responsible for en-
forcing our laws. | echo today the repeated call of the
U.S. Catholic bishops that we come together as a nation
and pass meaningful immigration reform that does jus-
tice to all parties. The longer we refuse to grapple with
this issue in the political arena, the more divisive and
violent it becomes.

“It is only by working together — with God’s
help — that we will have peace in our communities,
state and world.”

YEAR OF GRACE 2026

By decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary issued
January 10, 2026, at the behest of His Holiness Pope Leo
X1V, the Church has proclaimed a special Year of St.
Francis, from January 10, 2026, to January 10, 2027, on
the occasion of the 800"'Anniversary of the passage of
St. Francis of Assisi into Heaven. This decree grants,
throughout the entire period, the possibility of obtaining
a plenary indulgence.

The Pope presents this time as a gift for the en-
tire Church, not just for the Franciscan Family, so that the
800" anniversary may become an occasion for authentic
spiritual renewal. The decree mentions how St. Francis
remains extraordinarily relevant even in our own era and
invites everyone to “become saints in the contemporary
world, following the example of the Seraphic Patriarch,”
turning hope into real charity and a real commitment to
peace.

The plenary indulgence is granted under the usu-
al conditions: sacramental confession, Eucharistic com-
munion, and prayer according to the intentions of the
Holy Father, with a heart detached from sin. It may also
be applied in suffrage for the souls in Purgatory.
It may be obtained by members of the Franciscan Family,
ecclesial communities inspired by the charism of St. Fran-
cis, and all the faithful. During the Year of St. Francis, they
need only make a pilgrimage to a Franciscan church or a
place of worship dedicated to St. Francis, take part in the
Jubilee rites or pause in prayer and meditation, and con-
clude with the Our Father, the Creed, and invocations to
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Clare of
Assisi, and the various Saints of the Franciscan Family.

Special consideration is given to the elderly, the
sick, and those who are unable to leave their homes.
They may gain the indulgence by spiritually joining in the
celebrations and offering their sufferings and prayers to
God. The Apostolic Penitentiary also invites priests to
make themselves widely available for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, so that this time may truly be a time of
mercy.

Thus, this Year of St. Francis presents itself as a
time of favor, a grace offered to all, so that—as the Pope
hopes—“feelings of Christian charity toward one’s neigh-
bor and authentic desire for harmony and peace among
peoples may be reborn in hearts.”

We will have information on special parish events
and celebrations during the Year of Saint Francis of Assisi
in the near future.



SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026

A Message from our Pastor

Michael G. Lorentsen, OFM Conv.

May the Lord give you peace!

Welcome to Ordinary Time in Winter! The
Christmas season in the Catholic liturgical calendar be-
gan with the 4:00 pm and the 5:30 pm Vigil Masses of
Christmas on Wednesday, December 24, 2025. With
these Masses as the sun set, the church’s liturgy moved
from the season of Advent to the Season of Christmas.
December 25" to January 1% mark the Octave of Christ-
mas which culminates with the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God on January 1, 2026. The season contin-
ues with through celebration of Epiphany (in the USA
January 4, 2026) and up to and including the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord (January 11, 2026). As daylight gave
way to nightfall on Sunday, January 11", the Catholic
season of Christmas ended and on Monday, January 12,
2026, we entered the season of Ordinary Time.

Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the
General Roman Calendar describes the season of Ordi-
nary Time as a period of “thirty-three or thirty-four
weeks in which no particular aspect of the mystery of
Christ is celebrated, but rather the mystery of Christ it-
self is honored in its fullness” (n. 43). This season serves
us in reminding us to find the extraordinary within the
ordinary. In 2026, the beginning of Lent is February 18"
(Ash Wednesday) which is one month from today. This
first part of the Ordinary Time season happens within
the two largely significant season of Christmas and Lent.
This brief first part of Ordinary Time provides us an op-
portunity to reflect upon the importance of Christ’s in-
carnation (i.e., God become human; “The Word made
flesh”) as well as the passion, death, and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ. This season provides the active
context for what Christian life is all about — to be trans-
formed by the love of God and serve God as His disciples
in the world bringing forth a kingdom of God'’s justice
and peace.

Ordinary Time in the Winter flows from Christ-
mas and leads us into Lent. Therefore, we reflect on the
mystery of Christ in its fullness through the lens of the
incarnation and points us to Christ’s passion, death, and
resurrection. We joyfully welcome Christ into our
hearts, homes, and communities, but now it is our duty
as Christians to understand what it means to be Christ in

our hearts, homes, and communities. We have this op-
portunity in Ordinary Time to reflect on the way of Christ
works in, through, and within us.

With Ash Wednesday only thirty days away, you
may start to think about “what | want to give up for Lent”
or what “what | want to do for Lent.” Perhaps this year,
instead of just thinking about “giving up” something tan-
gible (e.g. candy, soft drinks, etc.) and instead of thinking
about “doing something” for Lent, | would like to suggest
something. Can we all think about, “For Lent, | am going
to give up 1-2 hours of my free time and give those 1-2
hours to doing something in the parish?” We can all give
up some screen time or time laying around the house or
time binging on television re-runs. If we do, can we invest
that time (possibly one to two hours in a week) in getting
more involved in parish life?

Recently, a Swiss catechist wrote to Pope Leo XIV
and shared her frustration with low Mass attendance and
unenthusiastic participation in catechesis in her small ru-
ral parish. In her letter Nunzia, the catechist, explains
how “in Switzerland, it is difficult to get parents involved
and, sometimes, even children and young people to trust
in God.” She wrote, “I sow seeds, but the seedlings strug-
gle to grow. Children and families prefer sports and par-
ties,” she writes, adding how families are often indiffer-
ent to religious practice and Churches seem to be increas-
ingly emptier or populated by the elderly.

Pope Leo XIV responded, writing “The problem is
not the numbers — which, of course, makes one reflect
— but the increasingly evident lack of awareness in feel-
ing part of the Church, that is, of being living members of
the Body of Christ, all with unique gifts and roles, and not
merely users of the sacred, of the sacraments, perhaps
out of mere habit.” The Pope also offers an encourage-
ment to Nunzia, and all who experience similar difficul-
ties. “As Christians, we always need conversion. And we
must seek it together,” he writes. He recalls that the true
door of faith “is the Heart of Christ, always wide open.”

How do we get closer to the heart of Christ? How
do we feel more a part of the Parish of Saint Junipero Ser-
ra? Tell us how the parish can help you feel more a part
of the parish. We need each other to grow in faith and
holiness. Just something to think about in Ordinary Time
in the Winter.

Peace and all good!
Fr. Michael



\ BUILDING HOMES TO BUILD MEMORIES

“DAKAN

415 Hiering Ave.

27 11/(. Seaside Heights

732.908.2010 - DakanHomes.com
[\

Professional, Reliable & Proven Results

CENTURY 21 3-

Burke Realty
401 SW Central Avenue - Seaside Park, NJ 08752
732-375-3445
1881 US Highway 1- North Brunswick, NJ
732-658-6800

¥

John Burke
roker/Owner
www.Century21Burke.com ce 7300102008

Ann Marie Bu rke
Owner/Salesper:
Cell 732-910-, 2995

AK DENTAL

10% \hmmt ENTURE REPAlRS'

“ls“-““'“ * WE Accepr AL Major Crepit CARDS #
Worse With Most Insunances ZCareCredit”

132-341-1120 @&}

191 Route 37 WesT « Toms River
www.oakridgedentalnj.com

Anderson and Campbell Funeral Homes
703 Main Street - Toms River, NJ 08753

(732) 349-5700

Mark D. Polhemus, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3882
Bruce A. Polcino, Director, NJ Lic. No. 3822
PG.K,, K of C. 8415, Parishioner

"NEW YEAR

- PROMOTIONAL
ADVERTISING SPECIAL!

2 &

Be a friend.
Give blood.

PEANUTS x = Amgen

e g the Island e 2000
R.C.AIR, LLc
COOLING & HEATING
Design Build - Air Conditioning
Forced Hot Air - Air Quality

Commercial « Residential

732-604-2035

Russ Christensen

HARDWARE

HOURS:
MONDAY-SATURDAY 7:30AM-5:00PM
SUNDAY 8:30AM-3:00PM

(732) 830-5551

1601 GRAND CENTRAL AVENUE
LAVALLETTE, NJ 08735

BETWEEN VIRGINIA AVENUE
AND PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

Rates starting at...

$7.00

PER WEEK!

Call Bill Potter
856.607.3999

C84879 St. Junipero Serra, Seaside Park (CK) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Ventilation - Yearly Maintenance

HAVC#19HC00276400

IVl F A
G h We Find & Fix Leaks!
1| p
.

132-349-3223

www.chapconstruction.com

LAVALLETTE

THE LAW OFFICE OF BONNIE R. PETERSON

Bonnie R. Peterson | John A. Peterson, Jr.
Attorney (Ret. Judge Superior Ct., NJ)
1201 SW Central Ave.
PO BoxJ
7 3 2_830_ 5900 Seaside Park, NJ 08752
732-830-0027 1006 Grand Central Ave.
Lavallette, NJ 08735
brp@petersonfirmnj.com | pygpointment only
AT GOV
heADY.GU
10E AIrAINEELE hEdny

ROOFIN

ROYAL PRO
CONSTRUCTION

Family Owned/Operated » Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured = 20+ Yrs.

732-589-9967  Serwing AU of Yew ,f?eweg

Please support your
parish by advertising
on the church bulletin.

Please call Bill Potter for
details (856) 607-3999

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

BLUE FRONT
LIQUOR

[;HY p“ BEER - WINE - LIQUOR
J 132-830-4551
CANPREVENTWILDFIRES | 31 o CENTRAL AVENUE

SEASIDE PARK

Inside Left



OPEN ALL YEAR! 7 DAYS | Mushall Accounting Services
NEW ONLINE ORDERING Christopher Marshall, EA, MBA

marshallaccounting@msn.com

DON’T WAIT ON HOLD Payroll Services
Accounting & Bookkeeping
www.LennysLavallette.com Tax Preparation

213-801-0172

CASTAL ”’3?“

Management

406 Grand Central Avenue - Lavallette, NJ 08735 RalsEsre - SeasideParic] A

732-830-1500 - WE DELIVER - WE CATER |[RIEZIECLEEES il IR YA SIS
SUPPORT OUR

CraBunlSe Large SeLecTion

@ ADVERTISERS el

Custom Builders * General Contractors THEY SUPPORT 732-830-2770

¥ @ G ¢ bumrogerstavern.com  LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY
7 3 2 = 3 4 9 = 44 9 2 OUR PARISH 2207 Central Avenue at Island Beach State Park * South Seaside Park

) NEW YE AR Ra$te;tarotin3t... ——

Steak House
Berkeley  Patio Bar Open 2:00pm
- PROMOTIONAL - PR WEEK!
ADVERTISING SPECIAL!
- . >* . .

PLEASE

HAPPY HOUR

BUNI RoGers DALY 4PIT-6PM

Cut * Serving 2 to 3 LB
Steakhouse Lobsters

* Wine Spectator
Rated Wine List

2204 Central Avenue ®

el 1 -

@ 732-250-4220 -

~

Call Bill Potter
856.607.3999

Sales « Service « Installation |OPEN ALL YEAR’
FuIIy Insured
HIMK e IKLEESS

MEG HAN'GAL Mo:{:::lt\: %:;l;:tlcs Bar 8’ Grlll ? St]osephCemeteryTR.org;cemetery

Residential & Commercial NJMasren HVACR #0372 | Lunch & Dinner
HEATING & COOLING SPECIALISTS ~ RMKHVAC.com 732-830-1996
Ei SEASIDE PARK,NJ * 609-510-4341 Fax 132-143-401  www Kessbarandgrillcom [N S s\ B RE SIGHT

L
Please support your East Coast

parish by advertising | [Iixieuh
WREATHS on the church bulletin.

across —— NJ License: 13VH00039400

au/02 3 (O N | Please call Bill Potter for | Eswseyes
e | details (856) 607-3999

Fax: 732-833-9299
WREATHSACROSSAMERICA.ORG 4| eastcoastconstructionllc.com

eastcoastllc@optonline.net
€84879 St. Junipero Serra, Seaside Park (CK) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 « BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC * P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 Inside Right

ST. JOSEPH'SI

CATHC EMETERY & MAUSOLEUMS

_Jf " General Contractor




HOME = FLOOD = AUTO

INSURANCE

WHEN IT’S TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE

Michael EMAIL: mmarmo@acmarmo.com

Marmo CALL: 732-793-7530
1605 Grand Central Avenue | Lavallette, NJ

LISA A. CHIRICHILLO || 2ease D AVID M. CASADONTE
& ASSOCIATES ADVERTISERS ATTORNEY AT LAW

(732) 244-4488

Parishioner & Parish Attorney
1163 WasuGToN STREET ® Toms River, NJ 08753 OUR PARISH 202 Main Street - Toms River, NJ 08753

LISA A. GHIRICHILLO NOREASTERPAINTING |EPPSRIRPINIONEY -2z ST st

LPL Registered Principal ~ Parishioner & ST AI N I N G |.|.(
7

Complete Line of Financial Planning and Insurance Services THEY SUPPORT

PHOTOGRAPHY
3 2 2 O 2 O O 3 “Painting up astorm atithe Jersey Shore” ;
( 7 ) 7 FREE ESTIMATES - FuLLy INSURED BeaCh Portralts
Fax (732) 270-2242 : P“,'(,sn;:g;}g{j%"gg‘;gjpﬁ; 732.330.6532
E-Mail: lisa.chirichillo@lpl.com ¢ www.lisachirichillo.com e - Affordable Prices - ?ﬁ*ﬂb‘w dmanphotography.com
Securities and Financial Planning offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. ‘ ety f
Member FINRASIPC. b ISRl Studio @1801 Boulevard * Seaside Park

was a vocation

$) Iimothy E. Ryan -

Home for Funerals and not stmply

... Tim Ryan

Peace of Mind and Heart before, during and beyond

809 Central A ' 706 Route 35 North
seaside park  The Timothy E. Ryan Funeral Homes ™ " aietee

732-793-9000  are places of compassion, caring and understanding.  732-793-9000
The Timothy E. Ryan FUNeral HOMES ... su-oon bieseron 3 Lresss No. 4134

Peace of Mind and Heart before, during and beyond www.ryanfuneralhome.com

Lauren LT
Barcellona *°="°"
REALTOR®

License # 0016453

Follow
US ON

Facebook
Twitter
LinkedIn
Zillow
Trulia
Realtor

Cell: 732.691.0287
Your Local Sales &
Vacation Rental Expert

210 NE Central Avenue
Seaside Park, NJ 08752

Office: 732.793.0473

Ibarcellona@arthurrue.com
www.arthurrue.com

Arthur Rue has the home for you! Anthony Conselice Broker of Record
SINCE 1942 REAL ESTATE SALES & VACATION RENTALS 210 NE Central Ave - Seaside Park, NJ 08752
www.arthurrue.com 732.793.0473 office  732.245.5421 cell

C84879 St. Junipero Serra, Seaside Park (CK) FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 + BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 Outside



