Corpus Christi Catholic Church
Rev. Michael G. Taylor, Pastor
Rev. Charles W. Merkle III, Parochial Vicar
January 13 , 2019
The Baptism Of The Lord

Sacramental Information
Marriage: Co uples m ust co ntact th e
parish at least six months prior to the wedding date. It is best to contact the parish as
soon as you become engaged to set up your
initial appointment.
Baptisms: Baptism s take place at
John Champe High School, on the second
Sunday of each month, at 12:15 pm, immediately following the 11:30 am Mass. Baptism preparation instruction is required for
parents who have not previously attended
a class. Please call the parish office for the
schedule and to register.
Holy Communion & Anointing of the
Sick: If yo u o r som eo ne yo u kno w
would like to receive Holy Communion or
Anointing of the Sick please call the parish
office to arrange a visit.
Parish Registration: If yo u w o uld
like to register as a parishioner at Corpus
Christi Parish please visit our website,
www.corpuschristisr.org and download a
registration form. Upon completion, you
may drop it in the Sunday collection basket, or email to info@corpuschristisr.org
If you are moving out of the parish or have
a change of address, please contact the
parish office.
Bulletin Deadline
12:00 noon Thursday
10 days prior to the Sunday publication.
Announcements should be sent to
bulletin@corpuschristisr.org

Mass Schedule
Weekend Masses are at John Champe High School,
41535 Sacred Mountain Street, Aldie, VA 20105

Saturday Vigil
5:00 pm

Sunday
8:30 am, 10:00 am, and 11:30 am

Weekdays
Monday and Friday: 9:30 am
Tuesday and Thursday: 12:15 pm
Wednesday: 7:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am
Weekday Masses and Confessions are held at
Corpus Christi Parish Office,
43130 Amberwood Plaza, Suite 150, South Riding, VA

Confession Schedule
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45 pm, Wednesday: 6:00—6:45pm
Thursday: 11:15 am - 12:00 pm

Eucharistic Adoration
1 hour before each weekday Mass Monday - Friday

Parish Office
Corpus Christi Parish Office
43130 Amberwood Plaza, Suite 150, South Riding, VA .
20152
Phone: 703-378-1037, Fax: 703-378-4442
www.corpuschristisr.org

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Friday: Closed

Parish Secretaries
Mrs. Amy Cadenas
Mrs. Shelly Costello
Mrs. Elizabeth Wells
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Worship
Mass Intentions

Weekly Mass Reading

Saturday, January 12: BVM
5:00 pm: The Lee Family
Sunday, January 13: The Baptism of the Lord
8:30 am: Gus Lee
10:00 am: People of Corpus Christi
11:30 am: Tom Lawall+
Monday, January 14:
9:30 am: The Poor Souls in Purgatory
Tuesday, January 15:
12:15 pm: Christina Lopez+
Wednesday, January 16:
7:00 pm: Stany Picardo+
Thursday, January 17: St. Anthony, Abbot
12:15 pm: Neri Chang
Friday, January 18:
9:30 am: Bryan Huynh
Saturday, January 19: BVM
9:00 am: Sam Tornik+

Sunday
Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
Monday
Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday
Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday
Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday
Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45
Friday
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday
Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17

For all who are sick and suffering, especially: Mia Mendizabal Sanchez,
Mary Beth Brown, Maddie Respicio-Cabatic, Kim Lane, Hilda Lopez,
Ronald Pfeifle, Elliott Brown, Bobby Shupe, Luci Ziegert, Eleanor Kane,
Mary Spenger, Bill Carter, Jack Wolfe-Kinzel, John Cusato, Charles
Smith, Peter Purtell, Joe Dudash, Dina Zeller, Irene Kokorchen, John
Kokorchen, Christopher Orme, Janice Donnelly, Paul Jones, Sandra
Heatwolt, MaryJo Pasquarello, Louan Dolan, Geraldine Horgan, Robert
Baker, George Toth, Jim Schmidt , Maria Reyes, Caoilinne McLane,
Jeanette Drohan, Rocco Garcia Somma, Thomas Ryder, Sawyer Manning, Lia Ridout, Patti Millican, Aline Pincine all homebound parishioners, and all who care for them.

One must never forget the infinite graces that flow from the Sacrifice of the Mass which benefit one’s soul. A parishioner may
offer a Mass for several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving,
for the intentions of another person (such as on a birthday), or,
as is most common, for the repose of the soul of someone who
has died. Please come to the Parish Office if you would like to
schedule a Mass Intention. The normal donation is $10.00.

Parish Apostolates, Ministries, Services
Altar Servers
Caesar Sonon: altarservers@corpuschristisr.org

Prayer Requests
Jen Michalsky: prayer@corpuschristisr.org

Choir & Musicians (1st Grade-Adult)
music@corpuschristisr.org

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Mary McMullan: linen@corpuschristisr.org

Collection Counters
Barbara Labuskes: moneycount@corpuschristisr.org

Pro Life Apostolate
prolife@corpuschristisr.org

Environment & Linens
Mary McMullan: linen@corpuschristisr.org

Religious Education
Shelly Costello: scostello@corpuschristisr.org

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Father Taylor: 703-378-1037

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Jackie Waitz: RCIA@corpuschristisr.org

Evangelization Committee
Russell Ramey: evangelization@corpuschristisr.org
Finance Council
Tim Hartless: finance@corpuschristisr.org

Rosary Group:
Jen Michalsky: rosary@corpuschristisr.org

Flower Pick-up
Bill McMullan: flowers@corpuschristisr.org

Mass Set-up / Take down Crew
Andrea Carroll: setup@corpuschristisr.org

Food Pantry Drop-Off (WFCM)
Melissa Kenny: foodpantry@corpuschristisr.org

That Man is You
Eugene Cooper: TMIY@corpuschristisr.org

Homebound Meals
Michele Salzano: meals@corpuschristisr.org

Ushers
Nick Curran: usher@corpuschristisr.org

Hospitality Apostolate (Sun. Coffee & Donuts)
Rich Langguth: sundonuts@corpuschristisr.org

Vocation Committee
Bill and Deb Sjoberg: vocations@corpuschristisr.org

Knights of Columbus
Rick McCoy@corpuschristisr.org

Women of Corpus Christi
womensgroup@corpuschristisr.org

Lectors
Natalia Beardslee: lectors@corpuschristisr.org
Legion of Mary
Julie Laborde: LegionofMary@corpuschristisr.org
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Youth Apostolate
Father Taylor: youthgroup@corpuschristisr.org

From the Parish Office
Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Baptism of
Our Lord.
This brings to an end the season of Christmas. The Church recalls Our
Lord's second manifestation or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His baptism in the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to
sanctify its waters and to give them the power to beget sons of God. The
event takes on the importance of a second creation in which the entire
Trinity intervenes.
In the Eastern Church this feast is called Theophany because at the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in three persons. The
baptism of John was a sort of sacramental preparatory for the Baptism
of Christ. It moved men to sentiments of repentance and induced them
to confess their sins. Christ did not need the baptism of John. Although
He appeared in the "substance of our flesh" and was recognized
"outwardly like unto ourselves", He was absolutely sinless and impeccable. He conferred upon the water the power of the true Baptism which
would remove all the sins of the world: "Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world".
Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ's baptism are symbolical of what happened at our Baptism. At Christ's baptism the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity took its abode in our
soul. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the "Beloved Son" of the
Father; at our Baptism we become the adopted sons of God. At Christ's
baptism the heavens were opened; at our Baptism heaven was opened to
us. At His baptism Jesus prayed; after our Baptism we must pray to
avoid actual sin.

Prayer to St. Joseph
Oh Good St. Joseph, watch over
The Parish Church of Corpus Christi.
through your intercession, may
God’s fullest blessing be upon
our clergy and parishioners.
As you provided for Mary and Jesus,
when He had “no place to rest his head,”
so too, bless us with a Church
And stable home.
Grant us a generous spirit and
patience to endure joyfully
whatever challenges or crosses
Our Lord may ask us to carry.
St. Joseph, faithful guardian of Christ,
Pray for us.
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel

COLLECT PRAYER
Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been baptized in the
River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, solemnly
declared him your beloved Son, grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O
Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God,
cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl
about the world seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen.

Inclement Weather Policy Reminder
We follow Loudoun County Public Schools for all weather related
closures and delays.
If Loudoun County Schools, over a weekend, cancels activities for a
particular day, we will not have access to the school.

Monthly Offertory Summary

ALL Masses/activities at John Champe High School, that day, will be
cancelled.

First Collections
Building Fund
Capital Campaign

If you feel that you can safely attend Mass at a neighboring parish,
please do so. If in your judgment, you cannot safely get to Mass, then
you are automatically dispensed.

October 2018 November 2018
$ 51,213
$ 53,636
$ 20,988
$ 25,548
$ 4,215
$ 1,590

If Loudoun County during the week, cancels school, the Parish office
and all meetings are closed/cancelled.

Parish Church of Corpus Christi
“For God, All Things Are Possible”
Capital Campaign

Daily Mass and Holy Hour will be offered as scheduled.

Reflection
“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier than I is coming…he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit... ’” (Luke
3:16)

Please use Faith Direct or your blue envelopes w hen m aking
a payment on your pledge. You may mail your blue envelope to
the parish office, or drop it in the collection basket. Please call
the parish office if you have questions, or if you need more blue
envelopes. Thank you for your generosity.

The Catholic Catechism states that “Jesus’ immersion in the water is a
sign for all human beings of the need to die to themselves to do God’s
will.” In other words, as baptized Catholics there is only one gift that we
need to give to Jesus – the gift of ourselves. Surrender yourself to God,
place your trust in Him and allow the Holy Spirit to work through you
for the greater glory of God.

For Online enrollment, please go to www.faithdirect.net and use

Church Code VA315
Pope Francis’ Prayer
Intentions

Monthly Intercessory Prayer Holy Hour

Local Musicians Lead Praise & Worship to Pray for Conversion and Healing.
Join us for prayer, praise and worship on the second Tuesday of each month
at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church in Fairfax from 7:30-8:30 p.m. The holy
hours will feature popular musical artists including The Miller Daughters on
February 12 and Kenny Kohlhaas on March 12. Our special intention will be
for the conversion and healing in families. The Sacrament of Reconciliation
will also be available. All are welcome. Bring a friend.
To learn more please contact the Office of Family, Marriage and Respect Life
by calling 703-841-2550, emailing info@helpafterabortion.org or visiting www.arlingtondiocese.org/healingandconversion

Evangelization: Young People
That young people, especially in Latin
America, follow the example of Mary and
respond to the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world.
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News for our Parish
New Small Faith-sharing Group for Women

2019 Men's Conference

Lord, Teach Me To Pray is a thr ee-part prayer series based
on Ignatian Spirituality. In Part 1, Praying Christian Virtues,
you will deepen your prayer life and discover what to do for dryness and obstacles in prayer. You will be introduced to the different methods of Ignatian prayer, meditation, contemplation,
and consciousness examen. A small group will meet with two
trained facilitators for 1–2 hours once a week for 12 weeks. Part
1 for women begins W ednesda y, Ja nu ar y 9. M eet at the
parish office after the 7 p.m. Mass.

Saturday, March 9, 2019
The theme for the 2019 Men's Conference is "Power Within: The Secret
Strength of a Deeper Interior Life," featuring speakers Matt Birk, former Center for the Baltimore Ravens and co-author of All Pro Wisdom: The 7 Choices That Lead to Greatness; and, Fr. Donald Haggerty,
a priest of the Archdiocese of New York and author of many books on
the spiritual life such as Contemplative Hunger, Contemplative Provocations and Conversion: Spiritual Insights Into an Essential Encounter
with God.
Mass will be celebrated by the Most. Rev. Michael Burbidge, Bishop of

Arlington

https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/men

The March is only 5 days
away. Sign Up Now!

2019 Women's Conference

On January 18, 2019
we will gather in Washington,
D.C., our nation's capital, to speak out against the greatest injustice of
our time, abortion. ... Saving lives, ending abortion, and promoting a
culture of life is why we march each year.

All women of the diocese are invited to register for the 2019 Women's
Conference to be held on Saturday, March 2, 2019. Hear "Miracles Do
Happen" with gifted healer, Sr. Briege McKenna, OSC and author of the
book "Miracles Do Happen"; and Fr. Donald Calloway, a priest of the
Congregation of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception and
author of "No Turning Back" and other devotional books. Mass will be
celebrated by the Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge, Bishop of Arlington. The conference is held at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Herndon
from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. To register visit www.arlingtondiocese.org/
women

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be available from
10:00am –12:00 pm at the Parish Office followed by MASS.
The bus will depart immediately following. Please call the Parish Office
at 703.378.1037 to sign up, space is limited.
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly

Hope & Healing for Victims and Survivors of sexual abuse

The Baptism of the Lord
January 13, 2019

Evenings with the Bishop
Spiritual Reflection & Reception
February 1, 2019 @ 6-7:30 pm
St. Luke Catholic Church
7001 Georgetown Pike
McLean, Va. 22101

“The grace of God has appeared, saving all, and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to
live temperately, justly and devoutly in this age, and to
await the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of
our great God and of our savior Jesus Christ, who gave
himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness and to
cleanse for himself a people of his own, eager to do
what is good.”

Mass to Pray for Healing of Victims/Survivors of Sexual
Abuse
April 29, 2019 @ 7:00 pm
Church of the Nativity
6400 Nativity Lane
Burke , Va. 22015

How fortunate for Titus to receive an encouraging letter from
Saint Paul. As we bring the Christmas season to a close as Jesus’
baptism takes place, we too are encouraged to make the instruction our own. Yes, Jesus has come and still lives among us. We
are challenged each day to abandon godless ways and focus on
keeping our eyes on Jesus.

In case of inclement weather cancellations will be announced on the
voice message of the Office of Victims Assistance. (703) 841.2530
There are other events scheduled throughout the Spring, such as our
Sharing Group and Survivor Seminar Series which are not publicly announced. Anyone interested please call the Confidential intake line at
703.841.2530

If life was difficult for Paul’s friends, how much more challenging it is for us, surrounded by the internet, porn, material and
consumer attractions, drawing us in a different direction. How
clear are Paul’s words asking us to live temperately, when so
many have nothing, to live justly, in a society which wishes to get
ahead and put others down, and devoutly, when many look
down on people with religious devotion, customs and traditions.
Paul knew his society and we are so aware of ours. Why not take
the virtues Paul recommends and meditate on one each day.
May this help us to become eager to do what is good.

We will be starting up again
on January 26, 2019 with a
new day, Saturday:
That Man is You! honestly addresses the pressures and temptations
that men face in our modern culture, especially those relating to their roles as husbands and fathers. The
program harmonizes current social and medical science with the teachings
of the Church and the wisdom of the saints to develop the vision of man fully
alive!

Prayer Requests/Rosary Group

6:45am – Open doors
6:45-7:15 – Socialize and set up
7:15am-8:30 – Watch video and discussion
8:30 – Help set up for mass

Join us in the chapel to pray the rosary after Mass on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and the first Saturday of the month. If you have special intention
that you would like us to pray for, please send an e-mail to prayer@corpuschristisr.org.

For more information please visit:
https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/.
Or contact Gene Cooper at TMIY@corpuschristisr.or
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Religious Education &
Other Announcements
CCD classes are held at John Champe High
School from 12:45 pm - 2:00 pm
January 13

Regular Classes

January 20

No Classes/Martin Luther
King Holiday

January 27

Regular Classes

February 3

Regular Classes

February 10

Regular Classes

February 17

No Classes/Presidents Day

February 24

Regular Classes

March 3

Regular Classes

March

Regular Classes

Please helP
support
workcamp
Pizza will be for
sale
following most 11:30
Masses
The food pantry particularly needs Cereal, Dried lentils & Tomato paste,
canned chicken and tuna, canned veggies (carrots, potatoes, mixed, corn),
pasta sauce, all canned tomato varieties (sauce, paste, crushed,
stewed), healthy snacks (popcorn, raisins, granola bars), pancake
mix, jelly, canned pasta meals with pop top lids and baby food
and infant formula (in date only). The Pantry also needs toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, razors and
feminine hygiene products. Financial donations and grocery
store gift cards are used to purchase fresh food such as milk,
eggs, and in-season produce.
Join us for prayer, praise and worship
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at St.
Leo Catholic Church in Fairfax from
7:30-8:30 p.m. The next praise and
worship will be on January 8 and will
feature popular music artist Valerie
Repetski. Our special intention will be
for the conversion and healing in families. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. All are welcome
so please bring a friend. To learn more please contact the Office for Family, Marriage and Respect Life

Formed.org Use
Parish Code
4NKWF6
A Free Gift from
our Parish
2Minutes2Virtue
is for Catholics who want to get the most out of Sunday readings.
As you take on each challenge, plan some time at the end of the day to reflect on
your successes and all the ways you can live your Christian mission more fully!
Join thousands who are already watching!
Every week, a featured priest from the Catholic Diocese of Arlington will give
his take on the Sunday Gospel reading, and use it as inspiration behind
the week's challenge! Look out for your own parish priest, and experience the
wisdom of so many priests in our own diocese!
sign up by texting "2m2v" to 84576

To change your charitable organization:
Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser.
From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of any
page, and then select the option to Change your Charity. Or , fr om your
mobile browser, select Change your Charity from the options at the
bottom of the page.
Select a new charitable organization to support.
For more information about the AmazonSmile program,
go to http://smile.amazon.com/about
We are listed as Corpus Christi Mission, South Riding VA
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Around the Diocese
Project Rachel
The pain caused by abortion is often not recognized by our society. This
pain comes in part from a denial that there was a child who is no more.
We want to reach out to you with the mercy and love of Christ and help
you be at peace with yourself and God. Please call the confidential, tollfree Helpline: 1-888-456-HOPE
or email: projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org.

Looking for a New Job or Career?
Christians are Networking (CAN), a ministry sponsored by Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Arlington, assists people who are unemployed or under-employed. This is also a tremendous resource for
recent college graduates who are new to the job market.
CAN provides free career counseling, skills in navigating today’s job
market, resume reviews, practice job interviews and networking opportunities. CAN is offered at St. Theresa Church, Ashburn; St. Philip
Church, Falls Church; St. Martin de Porres Senior Center, Alexandria;
and at Epiphany Middle School, Culpeper.
For details, please go to ourwebsite:
http://www.ccda.netprograms_jobs.php and for upcoming workshop
dates.

Gabriel Project
Are you a new or expectant mother looking for help? Gabriel Project has
many amazing mentors with lots of experience not only in raising children but also in living a life firmly rooted in Christ. Our mentors are
happy to come and welcome you into the community, and help you during this time of transition. So, whether you’re a brand new mom or a
mom looking for support because you are new to the area, contact GabriSupport mothers in need to care for their babies
el Project at (703) 841-3810 or at GabrielProject@arlingtondiocese.org. The Catholic Charities baby closet in Fredericksburg needs of diapers
in large sizes (3 to 6), wipes, baby formula (Similac Blue), new baby
See our website at www.arlingtondiocese.org/familylife/gabriel.aspx.
clothing and baby shampoo. Support low-income mothers as they
provide for their infants. Drop off donations at Catholic Charities
Courage Meetings
C
Support Group for Those Experiencing Same-Sex Attraction. Administrative office at 200 N. Glebe Rd., Suite 506 in Arlington.
COURAGE is a group that meets regularly to offer fraternal, moral, and Items can also be donated directly to the St. Matthew's Thrift Store on
spiritual support for those who experience same-sex attraction and desire Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Saturday from 9:30
to live chaste lives according to the teachings of the Roman Catholic a.m.to 2:30 p.m. The Baby Closet is located at 10639 Courthouse Rd.
Church. Meetings are for men and women and strict confidentiality is in Fredericksburg. For information call (703) 841-3836 or email
maintained.
For
more
information,
please
contact
Cour- vpoole@ccda.net.
age@arlingtondiocese.org or visit http://couragerc.net/index.htm
Catholic Singles
Catholic Singles of Greater Washington is an organization for single
Natural Family Planning Classes
The Couple-to-Couple League offers NFP classes throughout Northern Catholics, ages 21 to 65-plus, enjoying each other’s company in a wide
Virginia. Classes usually consist of three, 3-hour sessions spaced about variety of social, religious, and cultural settings. Please find out more
one month apart. Total cost for course and materials is $135 per couple about us at http://dcsinglecatholicpro.org or call Tricia at 301-460(Spanish courses are $40). Register online at: http://register.ccli.org For 9195.
classes in Northern Virginia, please go to www.nfpvirginia.com.
Virtual classes now available. For sched u le, visit http ://
From the Office of Vocations
register.ccli.org/virtual.
“This is the Lord’s doing and it is amazing in our eyes.” Being chosen
to serve as a priest or in the consecrated life is an amazing work of the
Prayer, Support, and Encouragement for Alcoholics and those Lord. Ask the Holy Spirit and our Blessed Mother to help you recogaffected by Alcoholism
nize and be faithful to your vocation. Call Father J.D. Jaffe at (703)
Calix is an association of Catholic alcoholics, and all persons of goodwill, 841-2514 or write: j.jaffe@arlingtondiocese.org.
Catholic or non-Catholic, affected by alcoholism, who are maintaining
their sobriety through participation in the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anon2 Minutes 2 Virtue
ymous. The group’s first concern is to interest Catholics with an alcohol- The Weekly Challenge! Tune in to 2minutes2virtue and take the
ic problem in the virtue of total abstinence. Its second stated purpose is Weekly Challenge with Fr. Lundberg, Chaplain of Pope John Paul the
to promote the spiritual development of its membership. There is cur- Great High School in Dumfries. The video series is designed to help
rently regular meetings in Leesburg every Saturday at 10 a.m. For more Catholics on the go get the most out of Sunday readings. Sign up to
receive the weekly videos at arlingtondiocese.org/2minutes2virtue.
information about the group, please contact calix_nova@yahoo.com.
Prison Ministry Welcome Home Re-Entry Mentor
Catholic Charities Welcome Home Re-Entry Program seeks Volunteer
mentors to serve as role models and guides to formerly incarcerated/
recently released individuals. Help to welcome them home, connect them
to available resources, and provide positive, caring support so that they
can successfully return to the community. Background check and training, and ongoing education required. Become acquainted with the challenges facing those leaving jail/prison; receive training working in a oneto-one setting; opportunity to help an individual in transition. Contact
Sally O’Dwyer, sodwyer@ccda.net

The Walk Humbly Podcast
“I recognize the importance of communications and evangelization,
the use of all tools possible to get out the Good News.” —
Bishop Burbidge

In his threefold role of teaching, sanctifying and governing, Bishop
Burbidge is committed to articulating the Good News through all
available media. He posts a daily meditation on Twitter
(@BishopBurbidge), many of his homilies are available on YouTube,
and he enjoys giving video reflections for important events, key
Church campaigns, and significant liturgical days. Bishop Burbidge
Volunteers Needed at Christ House
also gives a weekly WTOP radio reflection on faith, family, culture and
We need receptionists to assist with our Emergency Assistance Program more – all available online.
at Christ House on Thursdays from 12-2 p.m. Also, Thrift Shop volunteers are needed on Monday or Wednesday, from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. or from
Gift Planning for You…and our Parish
1 - 3 p.m. We also need spring clothing donations. Please contact Sr. Giving is a very important part of the life of a person devoted to Jesus
Christ. Planned Giving simply means planning for the future -- whethAnnie Juan at AJuan@ccda.net.
er it is your retirement or the future of your parish community. Your
Separated? Divorced? Widowed??? The Rebuilding Program spon- planned gift is a tangible way to express your unending gratitude to
sored by the Diocese of Arlington Office for Family Life helps people of God for a lifetime of blessings. For more information on naming our
all faiths who are separated, divorced, or widowed and want to move on parish or the diocese in your will, you may contact your attorney or
with their lives. The nine week program starts Sunday, February 25
visit www.arlingtondiocese.planyourlegacy.org.
and meets Sunday evenings 5:30 - 8:00 PM at the St. Martin De Porres
Center in Alexandria. Topics include adaptation, grief, anger, self-worth,
Free Prayer Cards: Pray for Our Priests
openness,
love,
and
relatedness.
For
more
information Free prayer cards to encourage faithful to pray for our priests, perfect
email facilitator@copingrebuilding.com, visit us on the web at http:// for parish groups, schools, etc. Prayer cards are now available with the
www.copingrebuilding.com or call at 703-596-2673.
name of each of our Diocesan priests, one priest per card. To request
FREE cards, call (703) 841-2550 or email familylife@arlingtondiocese.org.

6

Dear Brother Knight:
There have been times in our country’s past when uninformed or prejudiced people questioned whether
Catholics could be good citizens or honest public servants. That’s why Father McGivney chose the name
“Columbus” for our Order — because the discoverer was the Catholic figure from American history most
admired and accepted at the time. In fact, from our founding in 1882, until the election of Brother Knight
John F. Kennedy in 1960, many still held that Catholics were unfit for public office. Throughout that time,
the Knights of Columbus worked to counter such prejudice.
Sadly, it seems that in some quarters, this prejudice remains.i First, in 2017 a Notre Dame law professor
was deemed unfit for a federal judgeship by a United States Senator who feared that “the dogma lives
loudly within you.” Now, two more senators have questioned a Brother Knight’s fitness for the federal
bench precisely because our Order holds firm to the Church’s teachings on the sanctity of life and marriage.
Such attacks on the basis of our Catholic faith are hardly new. The Knights of Columbus was formed amid
a period of anti-Catholic bigotry. We stood against that then, and we do so now. We have spoken out
against persecution around the world for nearly a century. At the same time, here at home we stood
against the Ku Klux Klan, including its attempts to ban Catholic education, and we published books on the
black and Jewish contributions to American history decades before the Civil Rights movement. More recently, we stood with the Little Sisters of the Poor in their fight for religious liberty and have worked with
both the Obama and Trump administrations — and both sides of the aisle in Congress — to help Christians, Yazidis and Shi’a Muslims targeted for genocide by ISIS.
From our very beginning, the Knights of Columbus has been an organization adhering to the teachings of
the Catholic Church. As with the Church, our primary motivation in everything is Christ’s great commandment, that we love God completely and our neighbor as ourselves.
As the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church explains, “Jesus Christ reveals to us that ‘God is
love’ and He teaches us that ‘the fundamental law of human perfection, and consequently of the transformation of the world, is the new commandment of love.’”ii
This love impels us to our great charitable endeavors on behalf of those in need. From inner cities in the
United States to refugee camps in the Middle East our Order’s donations over the last decade — more
than one billion dollars and hundreds of millions of hours in volunteer work — are the result of this faith.
These works of charity have practical impacts that transform lives as we help people here at home and
around the world. Our charity helped typhoon victims in the Philippines rebuild their lives and livelihoods; it brought prosthetics and rehabilitation to thousands of Haitian youth after the earthquake there;
it puts coats on poor, cold children in some of our country’s most impoverished neighborhoods each winter; it gives wheelchairs to those who otherwise could not afford them in countries like Vietnam and Mexico; and it provides education, housing and medical care to AIDS orphans in Africa.
This love also motivates us to stand with the Church on the important issues of life and marriage, precisely because the Church’s teaching reflects and is based on that love. We stand with our Church because we
believe that what our faith teaches is consistent with reason, is timeless and transcends the changing sentiments of any particular time or place.
We do not stand alone.

In his first message to our international convention, Pope Francis asked “each Knight, and every Council,
to bear witness to the authentic nature of marriage and the family, the sanctity and inviolable dignity of
human life, and the beauty and truth of human sexuality.”
And our positions on life are not new. My two predecessors as supreme knight spoke out forcefully to defend the rights of the unborn. In 1973, Supreme Knight John McDevitt wrote that Roe v. Wade was “a
mortal blow to all who consider human life sacred.” He urged the Order to “to initiate or increase efforts
to offset the harmful effects of this lamentable decision.”
My immediate predecessor, Virgil Dechant, said in 1977: “With some 1.2 million unborn babies being
killed by abortion each year in the United States alone, we are confronted with an outrage against human
life paralleled only by the ravages of a bloody war.”
Simply put, our positions are now, and have always been, Catholic positions.
We must remember that Article VI of the U. S. Constitution forbids a religious test for public office, and
the First Amendment guarantees our free exercise of religion, freedom of association and freedom of
speech. Any suggestion that the Order’s adherence to the beliefs of the Catholic Church makes a Brother
Knight unfit for public office blatantly violates those constitutional guarantees.
Let us continue to express our love of God and neighbor by helping those in need and by standing with
our Church, regardless of the popularity of doing so. Let us remember that our “Christian witness is to be
considered a fundamental obligation.”iii
Let us also remember that, from our founding, we have embodied the truth that a good Catholic is a good
citizen who shows civility and dignity even in the face of prejudice.
As we begin 2019, Dorian and I wish you a new year filled with the joy and wonders of His love. Thank
you as well for all the many ways in which you have brought joy into the lives of millions around the
world. May the inspiration of our founder prompt us to greater confidence in that love and encourage us
to even greater works of charity.
Fraternally,
Carl A. Anderson
i

See the excellent historical study by historian Philip Jenkins, The New Anti-Catholicism: The Last Acceptable Prejudice, (Oxford University Press, 2003).
ii Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, (Libreria
Editrice Vaticana, 2005), no. 54.
iii Ibid., no. 570.
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