
Welcome 
We are a diverse community striving to foster 
spiritual growth and Catholic identity through 
liturgy, sacraments, service, education and our 
shared faith in God. We are committed to being 
an instrument of love, healing and hope by 
ministering to the needs of our parishioners and 
the larger community, while celebrating the 
Christ present in each of us. 

Do you see that by works  
a man is justified,  

and not by faith only?   
Saint James, Apostle 

 

Connect with us on our parish website 
churchofthesacredheart.net, Facebook, 
Instagram. Watch our livestreams on our Parish 
YouTube channel. 

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00PM, Sunday 
9:00AM and 11:30AM 
Daily: Monday 7:00PM, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 9:00AM 
Holy Days 9:00AM, 12:10 PM and 7:00PM 
 

CONFESSIONS   Starting July 11

Saturday 4:00 to 4:45PM 
Monday 6:00 to 6:45PM when we have 
Adoration. Confessions are also available by 
appointment. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday 6:00 to 7:00PM 

PARISH CENTER HOURS
Monday 8:00AM to 6:30PM       
Tuesday to Thursday 8:00AM to 4:00PM      
Friday  Closed  during the summer

908-756-0633 
churchofthesacredheart.net 

Window over church front door: St. Margaret Mary Alacoque and Jesus 



Parish Sta� 
908-756-0633  

Pastor: 
Rev. Edmund Luciano III, KCHS, KOGCO   
In Residence: 
Rev. David Keyes 
 
Deacons: 
D. Gregory Caruso 
D. Ketan Christian  

Director of Sacred Music:  
Daniel Mahoney  x139 

Director of Religious Education: 
Louise Timko, PhD  x143 

O�ice Administrator:  
Anna Stillo x110 

Facilities Manager: 
J. Michael Mazzarese  x140 

Facilities Maintenance: 
Brian Sporman  
 
Information Technology: 
Marvel Abaquita x146 

Sta� Assistant: 
Sr. Nadine Boyle, RSM  x118 

Sacristans: 
Cathy Reilly 
Nancy Van Allen 

 

Holy Redeemer Cemetery: 
Lynda Yelenovsky  x111 
908- 822-5892

Baptism 
The sacrament is celebrated on the third Sunday of every 
month after the 11:30AM Mass except during the Season 
of Lent. Contact: Sr. Nadine Boyle, RSM, ext. 118 

Anointing of the Sick 
In the event of serious illness, major surgery, 
hospitalization, or near death (young or old) arrange for 
the celebration of this sacrament.  

Communion Visits 
If you or someone you know is homebound and unable to 
attend Mass due to age or illness, we can make 
arrangements for Communion visits on a weekly basis. 

Matrimony 
Planning a church wedding? Please contact us so we can 
help you prepare and lay the groundwork for a 
successful, lifelong commitment. Couples should begin 
the process one year in advance of the planned date of 
marriage. 

If you were married in a civil ceremony only and would 
now like your marriage to be valid in the eyes of the 
Church, please contact us.  

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults 
If you’d like to learn more about becoming Catholic or 
receiving the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, 
Confirmation and/or Eucharist as an adult, please 
contact: Louise Timko, ext. 143. 

Becoming a Parishioner 
It’s easy! Contact our o�ice or download the form on the 
parish website and return it to the Parish Center. 

Sponsor Letters 
Sponsor certificates and letters are not automatically 
provided. There are criteria for these documents, 
including registration in the parish for at least three 
months, among other qualifications.  

Funerals 
The passing of a loved one is a di�icult time. We can help 
you to plan a solemn and reverent liturgical celebration of 
the Catholic Christian community for the deceased.  

Holy Redeemer Cemetery 
1734 Clinton Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 
908-822-5892 holyredeemercemetery.net 
Graves, mausoleum crypts, and cremation niches 
Hours: 8:00AM – 7:00PM (April 15 – Sept 15) 
               8:00AM – 4:30PM (Sept 16 – April 14) 

Altar Server Schedule 
 

July 25—26 
 

5:00PM     D. Jastrzeleshi, S. Fernandes 

9:00AM     K.,K., & J. Singh 

11:30AM   S. & D. Hettiarachchi, B. Macwan 



Masses 
Saturday, July 18, Weekday 

5:00 PM  Jack Du�ey, r. by Fish Family 

Sunday, July 19, Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time    

9:00 AM  Josephine Egidio, r. by Life Choices Resource Center 

11:30 AM  Jacob & Mary Seider, r. by Daughter Barbara Kaplan 

Monday, July 20, Weekday  
6:00 PM  Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary     6:45PM Benediction   

7:00 PM  Norman Diegnan, r. by Dee Stayvas; Maria Teresa Stillo, r. by Daughters; Laurie Butrico, r. by  
Ann Venitelli; Geraldine Dalfonzo, r. by Annmarie Wojociechowski; Richy T. Lindemann Jr., r. by McGonigle 
Family 
Tuesday, July 21, Weekday 

9:00 AM  Walter Stayvas, r. by Dee Stayvas 

Wednesday, July 22, Saint Mary Magdalene 

9:00 AM  Peter Ciccone, r. by Mario & Barbara Ciccone 

Thursday, July 23 Weekday 

9:00AM  Parishioners of the Parish  

Friday, July 24, Weekday 

9:00 AM  Sara Nugent Grzenda, r. by Grace Janus 

Saturday, July 25, Saint James, Apostle 

9:00 AM  John Allen, r. by Deborah & Matthew Pinto; Richard Pleban, r. by Richard & Karen Adlassnig;  
Manuel Lopes, r. by Family; Melwyn Noronha, r. by Muriel Nazareth & Family; Laurie Butrico, r. by Mario & 
Barbara Ciccone 
5:00PM    Patricia Helm, r. by Fish Family 

We Pray for
For those who are sick, or in nursing homes and hospitals 

Michael Lauten, Barb Napoleon, Barbara Nuber, Gabriella Van Heest, Theresa Billian, Kenneth Faulkner-
Alexander, Rain Patton, Ivonne Montecalvo, Lisa Saverd, Alfonsina Brizuela, John Dmytruk, Thomas 

Zullinger, Larry Makoski, Dorothy Mercier, Felix Anziano, Consuelo Sosa, Tom Walsh  
 

For those who have died 
 Geraldine Dalfonzo Michele Galek Rosanna Gnudi, Jason Zielinski, Nicholas Jude Chillemi,  

Jason Zielinski, Deanna M. Tufaro, Nicola DeSantis, Dorothy McCulley,  
Mary Theresa Kohl and all the Faithful Departed of Sacred Heart Parish &  

their families who mourn their loss 

Those in the Military  
LCPL Francis Flannery/US Marines/California;  Spc. Daniel Rybeck/US Army 

Virgin Mary Candle   burns in honor of Jubilarians of Sisters of Mercy 2026, r. by Sr. Nadine Boyle 
Sacred Heart Candle   burns in memory of Richard Pleban, r. by Richard & Karen Adlassnig 
Sanctuary Candle   burns in memory of Nicola DeSantis, r. by Loving Wife Pat 



Collection Totals 

Week Ending July 12, 2026: 
 

Envelopes:                    $  9,550.00    

Online giving:                    $ 4,416.90    

Totals:                   $ 13,966.90 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our 
parish. 

Altar Server Ministry 
Now Welcoming New  
Members 

We are currently seeking both youth and adults to serve as 
Altar Servers and assist in the celebration of the Mass. 

Serving at the altar is a wonderful way to grow in faith, learn the 
beauty of our liturgical traditions, and actively serve our parish 
community. 

Adult Altar Servers assist at: 
�� Sunday Masses 
�� Funeral Masses 
�� Monday evening Mass & Benediction 
�� Special liturgies throughout the year 

Youth Altar Servers assist at: 

�� Sunday Masses 
�� Weddings 
�� Special liturgies 

Summer Training Sessions 
Training sessions will be o�ered for both new and current  
servers. All current servers must attend one session. 

Tuesday, July 14, 2026 | 7:00–7:45 PM 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 | 10:15–11:00 AM 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026 | 7:00–7:45 PM 
Sunday, August 30, 2026 | 10:15–11:00 AM 
All sessions will take place in the church. 

Dan Mahoney      
908-756-0633 ext. 139 

Rosary Altar Society 
 
The Rosary Altar Society is the women’s  
organization of the parish. In addition to taking 
care of altar linens and praying the Rosary on Monday 
evenings, this group also sponsors parish events, such as 
the annual Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea concert. 
Meetings are held on the first  
Monday following the first Sunday of the month. All wom-
en of the parish are welcome to attend.  
For more information, please contact:  
Lisa Cotone Smith   908-432-4802 

Summer Camp 
Do your kids need something to do this summer?  
Holy Savior Academy is running a Summer Camp between 
June 22 and August 14. Children can attend either daily or for 
a week or more. Beforecare and Aftercare are available as 
well.  
This is not a Religious Education  
program. No credit for Religious  
Education can be given.  
For details and to register, use this QR 
code or contact Holy Savior Academy 
(908-822-5890).  

Knights of Columbus 
All Catholic men over 18 years old are invited to 
join. Be part of a Catholic brotherhood unit in 
Christ. Help those in need in our church and our community 
through charity. Put your faith in action with boldness and 
purpose, and create lifelong friendships. For information, 
please contact: grandknight6203@gmail.com 

Holy Who? Holy Spirit! 

The Holy Spirit is often the least known 
and least understood person of the 
Blessed Trinity. 
 

Come and learn more about the Spirit and grow in  
greater awareness of the Holy Spirit’s presence in your 
own life. 
 

This study will focus on the Holy Spirit in Scripture, the 
Spirit’s action in our worship, our prayer and in  
transforming our everyday lives. 
 

When: Wednesday, August 12,19, 26.  
Time: 10 - 11:30 AM 
Place: Annex building (Not the Parish Center) 
Or remote on Zoom at 7—8:30 PM (Same dates) 
Presenter: Sr. Kathleen Rooney, SSJ 
 

TO REGISTER: Call the parish center at 908-756-0633 ext 
110 (Anna), or Sr. Kathleen at 908-370-9690. Or you can 
email: kathleenrooneyssj@gmail.com.  
If you are signing up for Zoom, please email Sister. 
 

*Directions to Annex: Yellow building behind the school 
accessed via Leonard Ave o� of Randolph Ave. Drive to 
the end of Leonard Ave and make a right turn into the 
parking lot. 

Prayer:   
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner. 



2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
ONE IN CHRIST:  

 
Thank you to all who have given so generously to the 
2026 Bishop’s Annual appeal. While we’ve reached 
our goal, donations are still being accepted. Half of 
everything donated now comes back to our parish! 
Also, gifts donated now help other parishes who 
don’t have the means to meet their own goals.  
 
 
Parish Goal: $113,000 
Amount Received: $126,634.57 
Amount Pledged: $133,748.32 
Average Gift: 430.06 
% of Goal Received: 112.07 
% of Goal Pledged: 118.36 

Social Concerns Ministry 
Summer Hours 
On behalf of the Sacred Heart Social Concerns 
Ministry, we thank all those whose generosity has 
enabled us to serve the less fortunate of our 
community.  If you know of families in need, please 
have them call 908-756-0633 x112,                  
 

Monday, Wednesday: 9:00AM and 11:00AM.  
Friday: Closed during the summer  
 
Our primary source of funding is from the Poor 
Boxes at the doors of the church. Also, bins at the 
doors are provided for donations of non-perishable 
food items. 
 

Currently we are in need of:    Jelly/Jam 

socialconcerns@churchofthesacredheart.net 

Ghanaian Catholic Advocacy 
Group Gathering 
The group known as NAG-ANANDA will hold their annual 
gathering at the Church of the Sacred Heart parish from 
Friday, July 24 to Sunday, July 26. A priest from the group 
will celebrate the 9:00am Mass on Sunday, July 26. This 
Mass will be a unique celebration, incorporating elements 
of Ghanaian liturgical music and cultural traditions. 

Registration 
for Religious  
Education 2026-
2027 has begun!  
 
 

Children entering Grade 1 this September as well as 
all children in Grades 2 through 8 should register. Our 
program is highly flexible and includes worship,  
accurate presentation of Church teaching, and  
community and family experiences. See the parish 
website for details. Registration ends August 31. 



This Is Our Faith  

How We Worship (Part 2) 
 

Bringing a gift to God has been a necessary religious act 
for centuries. While many of these o�erings in ancient 
times were animal sacrifices – everything from small 
birds to lambs and oxen – there were also grain o�erings 
and sacrifices of bread and wine. 
 

For an animal sacrifice, there were specific steps: 1) kill 
the animal by slitting its throat and collect the blood, 2) 
the Temple priest would o�er the animal to God by 
casting its blood against the altar (and sometimes 
sprinkling the people who brought the sacrifice), and 3) 
assume the o�ering was accepted by God. Part of the 
sacrificed animal was set aside. The rest was given back 
to person o�ering the sacrifice and he shared it with his 
family and guests. 
 

In other words, the one religious act of o�ering an 
animal to God had two parts: the sacrifice and the meal 
at which the sacrifice was eaten. 
 

In sacrificing of an animal, blood was a key component. 
Blood was what gave life to an animal. Sacrifices were 
done for many reasons: to appease God, or to seal 
agreements and covenants between humans and 
between God and human beings. O�ering blood 
sacrifices could also heal, bring prosperity, gain 
forgiveness, and express thanksgiving. 
 

The Last Supper, the basis of our Mass, was a Passover 
Meal. Passover was the celebration of God rescuing the 
People from slavery in Egypt at the time of Moses. At the 
time of Jesus, the Jewish people were awaiting the 
fulfillment of the prophecies that there would be 
another, new Exodus in which God would rescue His 
People again. 

Passover required both sacrificing an animal – an 
unblemished lamb – and eating a meal. Passover 
practices are described in detail in the Book of 
Exodus in the Bible. While the Gospels speak about 
the bread and wine at the Passover meal Jesus 
shared with His apostles, the Gospels do not mention 
the lamb that would have also been eaten, having 
been slain at the Temple, earlier the same day. (The 
ancient writer Josephus describes witnessing 
thousands of lambs being slain in the Temple for 
Passover.) According to the Gospels, at the Last 
Supper Jesus shifts the attention to Himself, 
identifying Himself as the Lamb which is o�ered to 
God: “This is my Body… This is my Blood.” St. Justin 
Martyr would later point out the similarity between 
the way Passover lambs were roasted—with one spit 
through the body and one across the shoulders (like a 
cross) and how Jesus would be the final sacrifice for 
our redemption on an actual cross, o�ering up His 
own blood (life). 
 

There’s one more aspect of Jewish religious practice 
in Jesus’s day that’s worth pointing out. In the Temple 
was a specially built golden table on which bread was 
kept. This bread – the Bread of the Presence – also 
translated as the Bread of the Face – somehow was 
understood to be a visible sign of the Face of God. 
Next to the bread, were pitchers of wine and bowls 
for pouring out libations of wine to God. The bread 
and wine in the Jewish Temple in the time of Jesus 
attested to the Jewish belief that the Temple held the 
real physical presence of God. 
 

Everything Jesus is doing at the Last Supper is 
connected to a new Exodus and His followers 
expressed this through what we now call the Mass. 
—Louise Timko, PhD, Director of Faith Formation 

To Register go to:  www.stfranciscathedral.org 

Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer 
ABIDING WITH GOD THROUGHOUT THE DAY presented 
by Patrick R. Manning, Ph.D. More than a pious string of 
words, prayer is spending time with the One we love and 
who loves us. Join us for this evening retreat where we will 
explore, experience, and discuss together a variety of  
contemplative practices that deepen and extend our prayer 
throughout the whole day so we can enjoy God’s love and 
peace whether we are at church, home, work, or on the go. 
Hybrid.  

Tuesday, August 18 from 7-9:00PM  
If you have any questions, call Nancy 908-753-2091 
Place: 1651 US Highway 22,  
Watchung, NJ 07069  



CALL FOR FREE
ESTIMATE

908-801-4631

www.LUIGIMASONRY.com

www.aspca.org

Help the ASPCA 
put  a  stop to 

animal  cruelty.

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme Court of New Jersey

As A Workers’ Compensation Law Attorney

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★
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Honoring
served

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

James A. Gustafson
President/Manager
NJ License #4205

Richard W. McCriskin II
Vice President

NJ License #4564

Kerri-Anne Krapf
Director

NJ License #5045

Jack Cochrane
Director

NJ License #5376

Francisco J. Rodriguez 
Director

NJ License #4662
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ROOFING
MASONRY • GUTTERS • DECK REPAIR

&

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200

Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

Serving All of New Jersey

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter,
Masonry Repair & SENIORS



www.joannsdancestudionj.com

4475 S. Clinton Avenue • South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908.561.5094
joannsdancestudio@gmail.com

48 years in South Plainfield

Trust the #1 South Plainfield Realtor
Experience Matters

659 Mountain Blvd., Watchung, NJ 07069

Exceptional customer service responsiveness to clients’ needs & concerns
Longtime resident with extensive local real estate knowledge

Maximize your profits with our expert guidance & negotiation skills

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Jesse Lacerda    Andrea Lacerda    Joseph Lacerda    Michele Leavy

Andrea Lacerda
• NJR Circle of Excellence Platinum 2023
• Berkshire Hathaway Chairmans Platinum 2023

Andrea@LacerdaTeam.com

Call the Lacerda Team today! 908-578-1166

www.star22home.com
KITCHENS * BATHROOMS

22 Plainfield Ave., Piscataway, NJ

Showroom &
Design Center 

by appt.

$10,000 COMPLETE BATHROOM REMODEL. LABOR/MATERIALS

www.my5DB.com
o: 732-369-6387
m: 732-343-5450

Angi Award Winner
2015-2022

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
ALL AMERICAN

Se busca personal para trabajar en jardinería, grama y choferes.

NOW HIRING 
DRIVERS/LABORERS

Keith Waller
908-413-5843Cranford	 Plainfield
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NISCHWITZ 
& CO.

Fuel Oil • Garden Supplies
• Feeds • Kerosene, Water

Softener Salt • Pet Supplies
223 Front Street · South Plainfield 

908-756-0947 · F  908-756-1041
BRICK PAVERS • SIDEWALKS

PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS
908-413-1962

Vinny Butrico, Parishioner
Fully Insured	 South Plainfield

From Concept to Creation,
Your Complete Landscape Designer

P A V I N G
STILO DISPOSAL

Need junk removal?
908-754-0776

Commercial • Residential

10-20-30
Yard Boxes

TWIN CITY PHARMACY 
& SURGICAL
908-755-7696

1708 Park Avenue | South Plainfield 

RAMPS · OXYGEN · OSTOMY SUPPLIES 
HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT · FREE DELIVERY

Owners: Bill Ashnault, RPh., Sandy Cassio, Tom Cassio

PLUMBING
Professional
Plumbing & Heating

"No Job Too Small"
License #8741 • South Plainfield

908-561-1941

         Auto Body
Family Owned & Operated Since 1962

FREE Estimates – Lifetime Warranty On All Repairs

908-757-1933
3330 Park Avenue • South Plainfield

Four Generations of Memorial Expertise  •  Greg Pinho, Prop.
Greenbrook Memorials

732-968-2543 • GreenbrookMemorials.com
103 Bound Brook Road (Rte 28) • Middlesex
Open Daily 9am-6pm; Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. By Appt.

Monuments & Markers • Bronze Plaques
Cemetery Lettering & Memorial Cleaning

Cancela Insurance Brokerage, LLC.
Anthony Cancela, Jr. RHU, President

908-756-5126 • Fax: 908-756-5169
142 Oak Tree Ave., Ste. 1-C • South Plainfield, NJ 07080

anthony@cibinsurance.com

Don’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

Every
Veteran
has earned 
help and
support.

732-285-1193

· Caring For Seniors At Home
· Compassionate Aides

HOME MATTERS
CAREGIVING

Now Hiring CHHAs

homematters.com/023

Parishioner

JNSGLASSREPAIR@GMAIL.COM

732-494-5010
1 8 0  M a i n  S t r e e t  ·  M e t u ch  e n ,  N J  0 8 8 4 0

Byron Polanco 908-872-8669

A Simple Way To Support  
Your Parish & Promote  

Your Business!

SCAN QR TO E-MAIL ME TODAY!

CHURCH BULLETIN ADVERTISING

Where 

flowers 

bloom,

so does 

hope.
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