
SAINT THOMAS MORE CHURCH 

PASTOR 
Rev. David A. Costa 
 
WEEKEND ASSISTANTS 
Rev. Kenneth Sicard, O.P.              
Rev. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P.                   
Rev. James Quigley, O.P. 
 
Sister Kathleen Corrigan, S.U.S.C., Pastoral Associate 
Rev. Deacon Robert Craig, Deacon 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Mrs. Wendy Thibault 
 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Mr. Michael Fitzpatrick (Gr. 1-5) 
Ms. Anne Cabral (Gr. 6-10) 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Thomas More Parish is a welcoming community of faith. We are called to reveal the love of Jesus through 
worship, sacraments, faith formation, outreach, service, education and the stewardship of our God given gifts. We 
strive to create a legacy of faith with a special love for the Eucharist welcoming all to be "people of the  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM or call the rectory for an appointment 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Scheduled monthly, call the rectory for dates. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements to be made at least eight months in advance. 
 
Holy Communion at Home  
Please notify the rectory of any parishioner who is unable to attend 
Mass due to illness, handicap or age. Eucharistic Ministers are 
available to visit weekly.   
 
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a program for 
those who wish to learn about the Catholic Faith with a view to 
possibly becoming a Catholic. It is also for those who have not 
received Holy Communion and Confirmation. If interested please 
call the rectory. 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil ..................... 4:00 PM 

Sunday ............................... 9:00 AM 

Monday - Thursday ............. 8:00 AM 
(Held at St. Louis de France) 
 
New Parishioners 
Welcome! Please introduce yourself and 
register. Registration forms are located 
at the entrance of the church. 
 
E-Giving Contribution Program 
This program is an electronic donation 
system that you can easily sign-up and 
join in place of the envelope budget use.  
See website for joining or call the office. 

Rectory Office Hours:     Rectory Phone .................................... (508) 673-7831 
      Monday – Friday 8:30AM—3:30 PM  Rectory Fax.......................................... (508) 567-5177 
Parish Website………...…….www.stmsomerset.org  Religious Education Phone........... (508) 679-1236 

Office e-mail ......... office@stthomasmoresomerset.org  
Religious Education e-mail………..religioused@stthomasmoresomerset.org 

The Catholic Community of Somerset and Swansea 

386 Luther Avenue, Somerset, Massachusetts 02726 

http://www.stmsomerset.org
mailto:office@stthomasmoresomerset.org
mailto:religioused@stthomasmoresomerset.org


 
 

7th Sunday of Easter 
 

No Daily or Weekend Masses until further notice 
 
ALL WEEKEND INTENTIONS IN OUR MASS 
BOOK ARE BEING PRAYED FOR AS NORMAL 
DURING OUR ONLINE MASS 
 

23/24 May, 2020 
 
 John and Ida Jewell 
 Special intention for Elizabeth Raymond 
____________________________________________ 
 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

The Parish office will be closed on Monday, May 25 for 
Memorial Day 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Prayer List 

Kindly take a moment to pray for the intentions, the 
welfare, the healing and salvation of.. 
 
 

Sarah Cottrell,  
Elizabeth Raymond, Carole Bernardo  

Luke Colaianni, Kenneth White,  
Eleanor Buckley, Shannon Schweigert, Luis Silva 

 
Most gracious Lord, I come to you with confidence in 
your love for us.  You give us health and strength in 
body, mind and spirit.  Merciful Father, stretch out 
your hand to heal all those who are sick.  By your 
healing grace, free them from pain and suffering and 
restore them to health.  We ask this in the name of 
your only Son, Jesus Christ, that through Him you 
may be glorified.  Amen 

 
If you know of someone who would benefit from our 
healing prayers, please feel free to contact the Recto-
ry at 508-673-7831.  

COLLECTIONS FOR 17/18 May 2020 

  

Budget    $  677.00 

Renovation Fund  $  856.00  

Parish Assessment  $    75.00 

Ascension Thursday  $    95.00 

 FUNDRAISER FOR A ST. THOMAS MORE 
FAMILY 

 
Beth Fournier and her parents, Donna and Tony, are 
active members of St. Thomas More parish.  Beth’s 
wheelchair accessible van, which is essential to get her 
to her many doctors appointments from Boston to 
Dartmouth, needs to be replaced.  The family has set 
up a GoFundMe page to buy a new van and is nearing 
their goal.  If you are able to help in any way, please 
go to https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-beth039s-
family-get-a-new-van, read Beth’s story and make a 
donation.  Donations will also be accepted at the Office 
at St. Thomas More.  Checks should be made out to 
Donna Fournier. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-beth039s-


From Fr.. Costa 
 

Church Re-Opening 
 

As you certainly have heard, Governor Baker has given the “ok” to return to our churches.  Bishop da Cunha has 
designated next weekend, May 30/31, the Feast of Pentecost, for the reopening in our Diocese.  As the Bishop points 
out in his letter announcing this reopening, “It goes without saying, that the governor is not mandating the opening 
of our churches, but rather declaring that we can resume public worship as long as the necessary safety measures 
are observed.” As of this writing (Wednesday, May 20), we have not received specific guidelines from the Bishop 
concerning the “how to’s.”  There must be some direction from on high; we can’t just “do our own thing.” We do 
know that we will be limited to 40% occupancy of our church buildings and will need some sort of system to help 
safely comply with this mandate. We are currently working on devising some way to make this possible.  In discus-
sion with our faithful and generous Dominican weekend assistants, we are also considering adding weekend Masses 
to help accommodate our parishioners.  
 
 Bishop da Cunha has also reminded us: “Considering that many people, because of age or a medical condition, are 
advised not to come to church during this outbreak, or may prefer to stay home because of fear of becoming infect-
ed, the dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass remains in effect until further notice.” We will continue to 
broadcast our Sunday Mass on our parish websites and the Somerset/Swansea Catholic Community Facebook page. 
 
Any and all directives will be posted on our website pages and on our Facebook page.   
 

First Communion & Confirmation Celebrations 
 

Our three First Communion celebrations (one in each church) and the two Confirmation celebrations (both at Saint 
Thomas More) continue to be on hold.  One of our major concerns is the 40% occupancy limitation.  We are work-
ing on alternate plans as we await more guidelines from the Diocese.  Families will be notified via e-mail and infor-
mation will be posted on our websites and Facebook page as soon as we are able.  Your continued patience is very 
much appreciated. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Your Help is Needed! 
 

Very quietly, our three Saint Vincent de Paul conferences have been tending to the needs of our parishioners and 
townspeople during these weeks of pandemic shut-down.  I am very appreciative of the care and attention our Vin-
centians continue to share, making sure our needy parishioners are looked after. 
 
Recently, it was brought to my attention that the Sacred Heart/Holy Name Food Pantry which operates in Fall River 
and is directed by Cyndi Gamache, one of our parishioners, is in dire need of three food items: pasta, spaghetti 
sauce, and cereal.  The SH/HN Food Pantry was begun by Fr. Ray Cambra at Sacred Heart Parish, Fall River, and 
when the parish closed, was moved to Saint Bernadette Parish.  It is still housed in that building where this group 
does a tremendous job serving a very needy population from that end of Fall River.  
 
We are certainly blessed here in Somerset/Swansea.  Even in these days of pandemic lockdown, can we share our 
blessings with those who really need our help?  To that end, we are collecting boxes of pasta, jars of sauce, and box-
es of cereal.  We will also accept monetary donations for the food pantry.  You may bring your items by the parish 
office and leave them at the front door in the boxes so marked.  Donations may be dropped off or mailed in to the 
office.  Please make checks out to whichever parish you belong.  These will be tallied and sent as one donation 
check.  Every donation matters.  May God bless your generosity! 



 

 
Congratulations, Fr. Ken! 

 
This Sunday, Fr. Ken Sicard, O.P., our faithful Dominican weekend assistant, celebrates the 30th anniversary of his 
priestly ordination.  We are blessed by Fr. Ken’s generous sharing of faith, love and ministry.  Personally, I have 
known Fr. Ken for over 30 years, first meeting him through a friend of mine who was his classmate in the Domini-
cans.  I was present for Fr. Ken’s diaconate ordination.  (I couldn’t attend his priesthood ordination due to a wed-
ding commitment at Saint Thomas More, 30 years ago!)  When I was given responsibility for two of the three par-
ishes of North Attleboro in 2006, after hiring Sister Kathee, the second phone call I made was to Fr. Ken at Provi-
dence College seeking his help on the weekends.  The rest is history!  Fr. Ken has been a part of “the team” since 
then and has truly enhanced my life with his friendship, wisdom, generosity, and priestly care – not to mention 
many a fine meal prepared by his talented hands! 
 
Ken, as you mark this important milestone, may you know many blessings!  May God’s Spirit continue to inspire 
you, uphold you, guide you, and challenge you.  Ad multos annos!  



www.PetsforVets.com

Helping
Veterans 
and Pets 

Create New 
Beginnings 

Together

agent for

    Ideal for Short or Long-Term Rehab Care
• Rooms designed to suit individual’s needs
• Cable television,wireless internet and phone service
• Physician follow-up visits in resident’s room
• Physical or occupational therapists who design             
   treatment programs with superior results

Rest, Relax and Rejuvenate After Your Surgery

        2446 Highland Avenue • Fall River, MA

Call (508) 679-0011  for a tour today!

www.dhfo.org
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GM REFRIGERATION
Serving St. Thomas More Church

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Air Conditioning/Heating

(508) 678-7432
www.gmrefrigeration.com

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying ... 
Don’t Just Teach Kindness ... 

BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.org

B L U E O U T B U L L Y N GI

It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text 
message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. 

Message and data rates may apply.

(973) 440-8657
 info@mallorysarmy.org

105 Weaver Street • Fall River
BRISTOLPLYMOUTHMOVINGANDSTORAGE.COM

508-672-4424

Diana and Peter Mosher
Parishioners
Family Owned & Operated 

Lincoln Park Triathlon
Swim. Bike. Run.

- Check out www.lptri.com for course info and to register -

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT MAYORS WELLNESS EVENTS,  
PROGRAMS AND VARIOUS CHARITIES

Entry Fee, Individual: $85 thru 6/24 
2-3 Person Relays: $105 thru 6/24

Race Day Registration: Individual $100 
Relay Team: $120 • Cash or Check only

- Online Registration will close on 6/24 -

Race Date: June 28, 2020
Start Time: 8:00 am

Race Distance:
  • Swim.....500 Yards
  • Bike.......10 Miles (2 loops)
  • Run........3.11 Miles

Location: 
Lincoln Park, NJ 
Just 30 Minutes  
West of NYC



President
Anthony DaRocha

DaRocha’s
landscape services

227 Plain St., Ste. 200 • Rehoboth, MA 02769

p 508-252-5811
f 508-252-5877
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JOHN F. COYLE, INC.
CONTRACTORS

Since 1933

508-509-8290

A Service Family Affiliate of AFFS & Service Corp., Int’l
492 Rock Street, Fall River, MA 02720 508-676-2454

SERV ICE  •  TRUST  •  CHOICE  •  AFFORDAB I L ITY

Homes of Memorial Tribute 508-999-5100
508-676-1933

www.waring-sullivan.com

Serving Southeastern Massachusetts

508.678.8341
www.lapointeins.com

508-673-0781
www.hathawayfunerals.com

Electrical Contractor
Generator Sales/Service

24 Hour Emergency Service

508.679.3363
Rene A. Lachapelle, Jr.

President
101 STATE ROAD

WESTPORT, MA 02790
Fax: 508.677.6769

Web: Ralcoelectric.com
Master License Numbers: MA A13502

RI AC00138 • NH 10385M

T: 508-296-4417 · F: 508-730-6438
E-mail: sreidy@sreidylaw.com

SwanSea ProfeSSional Park
1010 Grand army HiGHway · SwanSea, ma 02777

Kenneth R. Machado, Director • 508-672-3101 (if no answer 508-675-4251)
www.RogersFuneral.com • info@rogersfuneral.com

~ Locally Owned and Operated Since 1906 ~
1521 North Main Street • Fall River, MA 02720

508-672-3101

www.PetsforVets.com


