
 

Saint Patrick Parish 
41 Oliver Street, Chatham, New Jersey 07928   

973-635-0625  Fax:  973-635-0119   www.st-pats.org 
 

March 17, 2024 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Robert Mitchell - Pastor 
     fr.bob@st-pats.org               Ext. 2152 
 

Fr. Chris Han - Parochial Vicar 
     fr.chrishan@st-pats.org`     Ext. 2156   
 

Dcn. Joseph Wisneski - Deacon Emeritus  
     joewisneski81@gmail.com 
 

Dcn. Mark Nixon, PhD - Deacon 
     mgnixon@optonline.net 
 

Veronica Gibbons - Parish Administrator 
     vgibbons@st-pats.org              Ext. 2155 
 
 

Holly Gilligan - Administrative Assistant 
     Local Youth Protection Coordinator 
     hgilligan@st-pats.org  Ext. 2154 
 

Maggie Grady - Youth Minister 
     mgrady@st-pats.org                           Ext. 2158 
 

Maggie Hanson - Music Minister 
     maggiehansonmusic@gmail.com       Ext. 2161 
 

Karen Hoerrner - Faith Formation Coordinator 
     khoerrner@st-pats.org              Ext. 2171 
 

Kristin Terranova - Receptionist 
     kterranova@st-pats.org  Ext. 2151 
 

Michael Vogel - Parish Finance Manager 
      mvogel@st-pats.org                            Ext. 2159 
       

Parish Nurses’ Office  
     Please call the Parish Office to leave a message              
 

Emergency    Ext. 2165 

Saint Patrick School 
973-635-4623     st-pats-school.org 

Dr. Christine Ross - Principal 
principal@st-pats.org 
 

Trustees 
Anne Armstrong       973-701-2123 
armstrong213@gmail.com 
 

Bill O’Shaughnessy                   973-236-0618 
wjos1024@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Council Co-Chairs 
Joe Finazzo                joseph.finazzo@yahoo.com 
Mary Voytus    mvlvdent@gmail.com 
 
 

Saint Patrick Parish, nurtured by the Eucharist and  
the Word of God, is a welcoming community 

Saint Patrick Parish family, centered on the Eucharist and the Word of 
God, continually seeks to be a Christ-centered community. We embrace 
as our mission: 
 

To live our Roman Catholic Faith 
Strengthen the spiritual life of all parishioners through truth and love 
Serve the needs of others and ourselves 
Give witness to the joy of the Gospel 
Reach out and welcome those who are searching for a community of 
faith 

Mass Schedule 
Weekends 

Saturday Vigil:  5:00 pm 
Sundays:  7:30 am, 10:00 am 

Daily 
Weekdays Monday through Friday:  8:00 am 

Except on the First Friday of every month when mass will be 
celebrated at 12:30 pm instead of 8:00 am 

Reconciliation  
Saturdays 4:00 pm in the Church or by appointment  

Please email or call Fr. Bob or Fr. Chris directly for appointment 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Active † Enriching † Connected 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday March 16 
  5:00 pm Daniel McHale, Sr. and Kathleen Gershon 
 
 

Sunday  March 17 
  7:30 am Kathleen Gershon 
  9:30 am Chad Bennett and Bailey Buell 
11:30 am Leo Carlin and Thomas Curran 
  5:00 pm Ethel McGrath Meola and  
  Maria Victoria Caparas 
 

Monday  March 18 
   8:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 

Tuesday March 19 
  8:00 am Enrique Quiambao, Mark Brigham and 
  Sandra Novello    

Wednesday  March 20 
  8:00 am John Taylor Babbitt    

Thursday March 21 
  8:00 am For the People of the Parish F 

Friday  March 22 
   8:00 am Maria Victoria Caparas 
 

Saturday March 23 
  5:00 pm Barbara Medina and Dr. Marian Hobbie 
 
 

Sunday  March 24 
  7:30 am For the People of the Parish 
  9:30 am Marian Hobbie 
11:30 am Mary Lou Bonney Karp 
  5:00 pm Dennis Buckley 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 17, 2024 

Active † Enriching † Connected 
https://st-pats.org 

 

                 Follow Us on Social Media 
 

Facebook : @stpatschatham 
 
       St. Patrick Parish Chatham 
 

       Instagram :  @st.pats.chatham 
     

Mass Celebrants 
Dec 

Saturday, March 16 at 5:00 pm with Fr. Bob 
Sunday, March 17 at 7:30 am with Fr.  Bob 
Sunday, March 17 at 9:30 am with Fr. Bob 
Sunday, March 17 at 11:30 am with Fr. Chris 
Sunday, March 17 at 5:00 pm with Fr. Chris 
 

Private Reconciliation in the Church 
Saturday, March 16 from 4:00 - 4:30 pm with Fr. Bob 
 

Mass Celebrants - Palm Sunday 
Dec 

Saturday, March 23 at 5:00 pm with Fr. Chris 
Sunday, March 24 at 7:30 am with Fr.  Chris 
Sunday, March 24 at 9:30 am with Fr. Chris 
Sunday, March 24 at 11:30 am with Fr. Bob 
Sunday, March 24 at 5:00 pm with Fr. Bob 
 

Private Reconciliation in the Church 
Saturday, March 23 from 4:00 - 4:30 pm with Fr. Chris 

Weekly Memorials 
 

Hear our Prayers for those who are ill especially Anthony    
LaFerrara, Neiko Pagaling, Evey Staromano, Caroline  Palluzzi, 
Mary Cecere,  Theresa Padula, Roe Pucci,  George Morgan, 
Nicholas Baldwin, Ethel Ulrich, Aggie Ryan,  Jim Johnson, Nick 
Castellano, Sarah Wilkens, Janet Stiles, Leo James Mahoney, 
Florence Flynn, Charles Zogby, Carol Marconi, Scott Cline, Mar-
garet Miller, Josephine Morino, Catherine Goss, George Scott, 
Gary Alexander, Heather McGuire, Jack Conlan, Richard Dun-
ning, Robert Previdi, Jim Kling, Heidi Foley, Jen Jacobs, Aila 
Marie Sardini, Maggie Carroll, Arina Sosa, Xander Nunze, Pat 
Ficcio, Kris Zingone, MaryAnn McColgan Lorraine Dailey, and 
for all our deceased. 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
March 24, 2024 

 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-7  
Isaiah describes the pain and insults of the Servant of God. Yet 
he sounds hopeful when describing God as his help, knowing he 
will not be disgraced.  
 
Second Reading:   Philippians 2:6-11  
Paul exults Christ’s great sacrifice of humbling himself to become 
human and die on the cross. He explains that this is why we 
should now realize the importance of honoring both his name 
and memory.  
 
Gospel:   Mark 14:1—15:47  
Mark describes the events leading up to Christ’s crucifixion. The 
Last Supper is described, explaining where the Eucharist began. 
Judas betrays Jesus and his suffering at the hands of the San-
hedrin (Council) is detailed  

The Candles on the Altar the week of March 17, 2023 are for 
the intention of Dean Datre given by the family. 



BAPTISM:  Arrangements should be made three months in advance by emailing Holly Gilligan at hgilligan@st-pats.org. Parents are 
expected to attend an instructional session with the Baptism Team.  
RCIA-RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  The R.C.I.A. invites non-baptized persons and those baptized into another 
faith to participate in a faith journey in preparation for becoming a Catholic. If you are interested in any aspect of R.C.I.A., please 
contact the parish office.  
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:  Congratulations! In order that we can together plan for your big day, couples should notify the 
Church and begin to prepare at least one year in advance of the date. Please email Fr. Bob at Fr.Bob@st-pats.org or call Fr. Bob at 
the parish office ext. 152. 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK AND HOME BOUND:  If a family member or someone you know is recuperating from a hospital stay or is 
homebound for any length of time and would like to receive Holy Communion, please let us know. It is a priority for the parish com-
munity to support and be present to those who cannot be with us for the celebration of the Eucharist. If you would like a priest or 
deacon to visit a family member who is hospitalized, contact the parish office at 973-635-0625. 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Please call the parish office at 973-635-0625 to arrange for a priest. 
FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST:  Children preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 
Eucharist begin preparation in first grade. To register, visit our website at  www.st-pats.org. 

From the Desk of  Fr. Bob, 
 

Saint Patrick 
 
 

             This weekend highlights the celebration of the patron of the parish, St. Patrick. Our church community named in his honor has 
stood in Chatham since 1887 when Bishop Wigger raised the status of the church to parish level. Under its initial leader, Rev. Charles 
Muhl who was pastor for less than a year, a new worship community was formed. Later that year, Rev. Patrick A. McGahan was in-
stalled as pastor, and remained at the parish until 1889. His responsibilities as a pastor included service to a mission parish in Sterling 
that later became St. Vincent DePaul. St. Patrick Church maintains a long history, which includes twenty-two pastors. In that the 
Feast of St. Patrick falls on a Sunday, the liturgy of that day celebrates the 5th Sunday of Lent, however, the liturgy generates a spirit 
that connects us to St. Patrick as he was one who like Lazarus in this weekend’s Gospel was raised from captivity to a life that has 
passed down the message of Christ to generations of people since the 5th century.  
  

Although St. Patrick was not born in Ireland, he gained his reputation as a missionary to Ireland. Many in the parish have 
taken countless trips to Ireland to celebrate their Irish heritage. My initial trip to Ireland occurred in 1978. This was a tremendous thrill. 
My plane was delayed three hours from takeoff at JFK, but upon arrival I was transported to my hotel on O ’Connell Street where I was 
introduced to a Guinness while waiting to check into my room. It was my first Guinness, and I enjoyed it so much that I ordered a sec-
ond Guinness. Upon check in, the remainder of my day consisted of a stroll throughout Dublin whereby I took in the sights of the city; 
however, through my week’s stay in Ireland, I realized that it was in the Irish pubs that I met the real beauty of Ireland, the people. 

 
It is easy to see the joy that comes to so many on St. Patrick Day with festivities, parades, and friendly gatherings; even the 

parish celebrates an evening on March 16 to highlight our patron as well as an Irish soda bread contest on March 17. Yet, it must not 
be forgotten that a man named Patrick enhanced the faith of the Irish as a missionary, which ties in the life of Patrick with our Lenten 
commitments. Patrick also raised the standards of scholarship in Ireland, encouraged the study of Latin, and brought Ireland into clos-
er relations with the rest of the Western World. Although many of the details of Patrick’s life are uncertain; it is known that he took the 
name Patrick upon ordination to the priesthood. Most scholarship attests that he was also a Briton who was kidnapped at age 16 by 
Irish raiders, and sold as a slave which steered him to discover God in his life.  

 
Many in Ireland celebrate this day with a visit to some of the sites where Patrick journeyed which include hilltops, vast moun-

tains and exquisite mountain lakes. Ireland’s holiest mountain, Croagh Patrick, nicknamed “The Reek” which is a soaring 2,507 ft. 
conical mountain near Westport, County Mayo is a location Patrick arrived after taking a forty-day retreat during Lent. Also, according 
to Patrick’s autobiographical letter, Confessio, written around 450 AD, and published in the 9th century consists of information about 
the way Patrick fled from enslavement and studied in France to become a priest. The original copy of Confessio may be found in the 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin. Through the span of his life, Patrick spent over 30 years spreading the message of Christianity and 
founding churches and monasteries. He became the first Bishop of Armagh and Primate of all Ireland. Patrick retired in County Down, 
where it is believed he died in 461 AD on March 17, and is buried in the grounds of the 12th century Down Cathedral. 

 
Many families and priests in the diocese trace their roots back to Ireland. Through the years the Irish are well known for in-

volvement in people professions such as fireman, police, and priesthood. Sometimes it is common to forget that the United States 
was a mission for Irish priests who brought Christ to our land. Happy St. Patrick Day! 
 
 

         In Christ’s Love,, 
         Fr. Bob 
      
                     



AAROUND THE PARISH 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 17, 2024 

 

Monday, March 18 with Fr. Bob 
Monday, March 25 with Fr. Chris 

Children’s Easter Choir 

All children in grades kindergarten through grade 4 are 
invited to join our youngest choir, the Easter Choir! Chil-
dren will meet on Wednesday afternoons in the Church 
with our Music Minister, Maggie Hanson, to practice and 
learn music basics including singing as a group! This 
young choir will sing at the 9:30 am Easter Sunday Mass, 
for First Communions on May 4 and/or May 11 (your 
choice!) and then will celebrate together at Castle Park at 
a date to be determined! First practice is Wednesday, 
March 20 from 5:00 pm - 5:35 pm in the Church. Register 
on our website.  



We want to connect with you! If you are not receiving our 
weekly newsletter emails, please contact Vonnie at vgib-
bons@st-pats.org to be placed on our distribution list. In addi-
tion to our emails, visit our website www.st-pats.org or our  
Facebook for messages from our ministers! 

Midshipmen Knights 
 
     Last month, seventeen midshipmen joined the Knights of 
Columbus council at the United States Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland.  
 

     Established in 2010, the council has thrived under the 
mentorship of retired Navy Capt. Joe McInerney. He says, 
“the knight is this idea that comes out of Christianity — to be 
ferocious in battle but a servant to others. “ 
 

     Service academy students have a more demanding sched-
ule than most college students, but the council’s evening dis-
cussion forums, focused on how the Catholic faith applies to 
contemporary times, offer a welcome reset after the busyness 
of the day. 
 

     McInerney says, “We are the hands and the feet and the 
muscle of our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s time for us to start flexing 
that muscle so we can help others and start bringing others to 
faith in him.” 
 

     To learn more about the Knights of Columbus 
in the Chathams, please call John Kelly 201-213-
6967. To become a Knight, visit www.kofc.com/
joinus.  

 

SSaint Patrick School News 

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2024-2025. 
St. Patrick School is accepting applications now for the 2024-2025 school year. To learn more about how your child can excel in our 
award-winning academic program and nurturing environment, take a tour or request more information from our Admissions Office. Go 
to the school’s website at https://spschatham.org/visit or call 973-635-0623.  
  
LOOKING FOR A CHANGE IN SCHOOLS? SPS OFFERS TUITION GRANTS. 
Looking for a change in your child's education? St. Patrick School is one of a few Catholic, US National Blue Ribbon, and STEM Certi-
fied schools in the U.S. Tuition Transfer Grants are available to qualified students in Grades 1-8 transferring from public, charter or 
home schools. Want to learn more about St. Patrick School? Email admissions@st-pats.org, call 973-635-4623 or go to https://
spschatham.org/visit 
 
JOIN TINY TOT TUESDAYS FOR CHILDREN UP TO AGE 5 
Parents and caregivers of toddlers, please mark your calendars now for TINY TOT TUESDAYS at St. Patrick School on TUESDAY, 
MARCH 12! Parents & caregivers with children up to 5 years old are welcome to join the school for a fun story time with a 
community leader followed by creative arts and craft time. For more information, visit https://st-pats-school.org/tinytots  RSVP at the 
link: http://tinyurl.com/tinytotstuesdays 
 
LUCKY 7 SHAMROCK RAFFLE IS HERE! PURCHASE YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS TODAY! 
The St. Patrick School Lucky 7 Shamrock Calendar Raffle is here! Support St. Patrick School’s Academic, Technology & Enrichment 
programs by purchasing a raffle ticket (or more!) for a chance to win a “pot of gold!” Tickets cost $25 each. Raffle drawing to be held 
on March 15, March 22, April 12, April 19, April 26, May 3 and May 10. Tickets are available for purchase by emailing the St.  Patrick 
School Office at schooloffice@st-pats.org or calling the school at 973-635-4623. Cash and checks only accepted. Good luck! 
  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE FUTURE OF ST. PATRICK SCHOOL! DONATE TO THE ANNUAL APPEAL. 
Please consider making a difference in the future of St. Patrick School by donating to the St. Patrick Annual Appeal. With your sup-
port, we are able to fulfill our mission of providing a Catholic education that fosters academic excellence and spiritual growth. Your 
generous donations assist the school in providing much needed resources for our dedicated teachers, upgrading our facilities, and 
continuing to deliver the best in academic and enrichment programs for our students. To donate, visit  https://st-pats-school.org/give 

Tenebrae: Music and Meditation:  Join Corpus Christi for Tene-
brae: Music and Meditation on Wednesday, March 27th at 7:30 pm. 
Tenebrae means darkness or shadows. At this prayer service, we 
will accompany Jesus in his last hours. Through scripture readings 
and contemplative choral reflections, we will hear the story that un-
folds during Holy Week. Event is free and open to all. 
 

Human Trafficking 101:  The Life Ministry of St. Vincent de Paul 
Church and the NJ Coalition against Human Trafficking will hold a 
presentation on Human Trafficking 101:  Identification, Recognition 
and Responding on Tuesday, March 19th from 7:30 pm - 8:45 
pm at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 1050 Bebout Ave., Stirling NJ  in 
the St. John Paul II Center. Presented by LA Senior Lynch with spe-
cial speaker, survivor Gina Cavello.  All are welcome. 

Local News Thank you to the many families that continue to support 
our parish through donations in the collection basket, online, 
mailed in or dropped off in the parish office mailbox! Your con-
tinued generosity allows us to pay our bills and support pro-
grams outlined in our Parish Mission and Strategic Plan!  





Beware of 
Social Security 
Phone Scams!

Learn more at
oig.ssa.gov/scam

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation
Social Security DisabilityCERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY

AS A WORKERS’ COMPENSATION LAW ATTORNEY

lawmarcbrenner.com

(908) 604-8759  www.johnspaint.com
Local Resident & Diocesan Member

JOHN’S PAINTING

   WATERPROOFING & FINISHING

   FOUNDATION PROBLEMS

   HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL

   NASTY CRAWL SPACES

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

Free 
Estimates

FullyInsured

074a (JR) - St. Patrick’s Church, Chatham             · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836                  inside     

 Main Street  Ma ison

Drmattcrystal.com

973 .665 .2388
DR. MATT CRYSTAL

Comprehensive & Cosmetic Dentistry for All Ages

MAIN

STREET

DENTAL
M A D I S O N   N J

In the United States, one in 
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

Autism Treatment Center
now open in Chatham!

www.ali-therapy.com
info@ali-therapy.com

973.520.2131
ABA Services, OT/PT & Speech Therapy

Consumer Alerts

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION

CONSUMER ADVICE

consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts

Learn more about the latest
consumer advice and scams — and

what you can do to protect yourself.

Credit, Loans & Debt  Identity Theft & Online Security
Jobs & Making Money  Shopping & Donating

Unwanted Calls, Emails & Texts



Your Local Professional Plumbing & Heating Experts

License #11836

908-273-2200
www.summitdogandcat.com

18 Morris Turnpike, Summit

17 Village Road 
New Vernon

973-804-6521

greatbrookgallery.com

Exceptional Food, Sommelier 
Chosen Wine List, Craft Beer, 

Meticulously Curated Cocktails

Hours of Operation Hours of Operation

Ser in  Fresh Co ee, astries, 
Brick en i as, ourmet 

eli Sand iches, re acka ed 
Dinner Options, Wine & Beer 

RAY CATENA OF UNION
SALES SERVICE

908-379-7200 908-379-7201
PARTS

908-379-7202
2585 Route 22 West · Union, NJ

074a (JR) - St. Patrick’s Church, Chatham             FOR A ERTI IN  INFOR ATION CA  ON ENTURE ER ICE  C    · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836                    outside

973-635-0899gtnh.org

973-701-1125
34 River Road
C H AT H A M

chathamrivergrille.com

DAILY
SPECIALS

CHATHAM COLLISION 
REPAIR, INC.

Auto Body and Mechanical Repair
Bill Palmer — 24 Hour Towing

License No. 0076-A

41 No. Passaic Avenue · Chatham      973-635-9428

Support Our 

ADVERTISERS
They Support Our Parish

poison.org

24 HOURS A DAY
Free and confidential.

Please Consider Us For Your
Next Mercedes-Benz Purchase.


