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Jesus loves the children of the world, the born and the unborn. 

 Respect Life  

The Parish Community of Saint Therese’s ~ Shavertown, Pennsylvania 



 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 2, 2022 

 

Therese of Lisieux:  
Is the Little Flower  
the most dangerous  

of saints? 
St. Therese is the mortal  

enemy of spiritual mediocrity  
and the lukewarm. 

What words would you use to describe Saint Therese? Gentle. Innocent. Child-like. Trusting. Loving.  
Passionate. Hidden. Little. These and many words like them come to mind. 
May I suggest another word to describe her? It’s a word you might not expect, a word you may well nd 
to be surprising, even jarring, perhaps disturbing. I would describe Saint Therese as “dangerous.” 
Dangerous?!? The Little Flower? How could this be? How could the apostle of spiritual childhood be  
dangerous? Who could nd her threatening? Therese is a danger to those who’ve resigned themselves 
to spiritual mediocrity. She’s a threat to every soul that will not dare to aspire to holiness. She’s the  
mortal enemy of the lukewarm. 
Therese takes away every excuse, dismissing every good reason we can give for not being holy, for not 
at least striving after sanctity. She’s proof that great holiness is possible for every soul, and so our lack 
of sanctity is a matter of our own will, rather than our luck or our circumstances. In other words, 
Therese’s message is this:  If we’re not holy it’s because we don’t want to be.  
We who are content, even resolute, in our mediocrity, have all our excuses well trained and neatly  
arranged: We can’t really be holy because it’s too hard. God hasn’t blessed us with the necessary  
character or strength. We have been burdened with lives that are too busy for the leisurely enjoyment of 
the things of God. We have families and businesses to attend to.  
We the mediocre would explain, calmly but rmly, that everything within us and everything around us is 
simply not conducive to holiness. Therese was a special case. God must accept that people nowadays 
just aren’t capable of great holiness. He must accept us as we have accepted ourselves, as lukewarm, 
as mediocre.  
But here comes Therese, who with a smile will blow down the maze of excuses we’ve constructed. She 
leaves us no place to hide from God or from ourselves. And that’s why she’s dangerous. She will tell us 
that if we’re not holy, we have no one to blame but ourselves. 
So, now what do we do? If we’re not going to run and hide, if we nally admit that Therese proves that 
the call to holiness is universal, what shall we do? The paradox is that we’re supposed to do nothing, 
God does all the work.  
Consider this example: I was visiting with a family who has a 3-year-old son. As an after-dinner treat,  
little Jacob is allowed to watch an episode of Thomas the Tank Engine. The video collection is on a high 
shelf, well over his head. He could never reach it on his own. He stands in front of the shelf, with his 
arms raised, so that you can reach under his arms and lift him up to where he wants to go. Without any 
hesitation, without even asking, he just stands there with his arms raised, fully con dent that he will be 
lifted up. 
I think Saint Therese would say we have to do what little Jacob does: 
We have to show up. And we have to raise our arms up and expect to be lifted. And we have to let God 
do the work. We might say, “It’s so simple that even a child can do it,” but that’s not quite right. It’s so 
simple that only a child can do it. Let’s stop making excuses. Let’s stop squirming and struggling. Let’s 
stop trying to make the ascent to holiness powered by our own will and wisdom. Let’s just show up, 
raise our arms, and let ourselves be lifted up by the Father who loves us.  

Adapted from a piece by Fr. Robert McTeigue, SJ 



WWorship 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Mon. 9:00AM A Special Intention; Donna & 
          Shawn Casey    
Tues. 9:00AM  Mass at St. Frances Cabrini  
Wed. 9:00AM  Communion Service   
          Jeff Krieger; The Gleco Family 
Fri.   9:00AM Audrey Andrejko (Anniversary);  
         St. Therese’s Altar & Rosary Society   
Sat.   5:00PM Jennifer Roman; The Roman 
          Family 
Sun.  8:00AM Mary Petty (Birthday); The Pratz  
         Family 
         11:00AM Deborah Kirkwood; Bill & Cindy 
         Katyl 

The parish collection for the week of 
September 19 – September 25 

$8,544.25 

    Cameron Charles Debates 
Son of Charles & Jacquelyn 

  You are a precious child of God. 
Welcome to your faith family! 

Any student grade 6-12, interested in joining  
St. Therese’s Youth Group is welcome to contact  

Kelly Bryk at 570-696-1144 Ext 29. 

YOU’RE NEVER TOO YOUNG TO CHANGE THE WORLD 

 Oct. 1   The Feast of Saint Therese  
 Oct. 2   Blessing of the Animals in honor of St. Francis 
 Oct. 3   Prayer Shawl Meeting at 1:00 & 7:00 
 Oct. 4   The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
 Oct. 7   Our Celebration of Ministry in Fr. Sammons Hall 
 Oct. 8/9   Thanksgiving Food Drive begins 
 Oct. 9   Outdoor Mass at Frances Slocum State Park 
 Oct. 10   Social Justice Committee Meeting  
 Oct. 12   Stewardship Committee Meeting 
 Oct. 15/16   Annual Appeal Kick-off Weekend 
 Oct. 22/23   Confirmation Enrollment Liturgy 
 Oct. 24   Pastoral Council Meeting 
 Oct. 25   Creation Care Committee Meeting 
 Oct. 26   Liturgical Ministry Refresher Workshop 
 Oct. 31   Vigil of All Saints 



 

Our journey through the Season of Creation ends 
with the following prayer. 
O God, open our hearts: 
Give us loving eyes to see the beauty of creation, 
To witness to the sacredness of all life. 

Grant us the wisdom and humility needed for true conversion.  
Inspire our hearts toward transformative action that will bring about a “culture of 
care,” and communion with Earth and each other.  Amen 

The Creation Care Ministry meets on the fourth Tuesday of the month  
at 6:30 P. M. in the rectory basement. You are welcomed to join us. 

The Return of ‘The Celebration of Ministry’. 
Following a 3 year hiatus, the Stewardship Commi ee is thrilled to  
announce that our ‘Celebra on of Ministry’ will return on Friday  

evening, October 7. All those who perform a ministry or  
service in the parish are welcome to a end. Please contact the office  

if you have not received an invita on in the mail.  
This year’s theme is ‘The Seasons of Ministry’. An array of specialty 

foods and beverages representa ve of Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall will be available for 
your enjoyment. Father Jim will present a humorous and instruc onal segment on ‘Floral 

Arranging’ and “How to decorate and un-decorate for the Holidays’.  
It’s certain to be a fun-filled evening for all! 

CATHOLIC MEN’S  
CONFERENCE  

“BE A CATHOLIC MAN”  
2022 EVENT 

   On October 8, 2022, The  
Catholic Men’s Conference will 

be held at Holy Redeemer High School,  
159 S. Pennsylvania Blvd., WB, PA. For  
reservations, payable to “Be A Catholic 

Man” and mail $40.00 to: Bill Leandri, 239 
Hayfield Road, Shavertown, Pa. 18708;  

or Online at BE A CatholicMan.com.   
Questions, please contact Michael Kilmer,  
Conference Chairman, at 570-746-0100  

It’s Cornstalk Time! 
It will appear on  

October 8/9. 
That means you can get ready by  

purchasing a gift card from  
Weis, Gerrity’s or WalMart.  

Returns are due  
Oct. 22/23 or Oct. 29/30. 

Thank you for supporting your  
fellow parishioners in need.  

Sponsored by St. Therese’s Social Justice Committee. 

 
It’s time for a YOUTH GROUP CELEBRATION!! 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join us for food, friends & fun. 
October 15th 3:30—6:00 P.M. 

Whistle Pig Pumpkin Patch SR29S, Noxen 
RSVP to Kelly Bryk at kkoz78@yahoo.com by Oct. 5th 



Sunday in the Park with 
God...and each other! 

“Caring for our  
Common Home” 

St. Therese’s Outdoor Mass 
Sunday, Oct. 9th  

at 1:00 PM 
(This satisfies you Sunday obligation.) 

in Pavilion #3 at Frances  
Slocum State Park. 

Blessing of  the land & water 
Refreshments 

Eco-friendly items & info. 
A free-will offering will be taken to  

benefit the Back Mt. Trail 
RSVP to 570-696-1144 by 10/3 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO A SPECIAL PRESENTATION OF THE  
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF VATICAN II COUNCIL BEGINNING 

Father Dan Issing, C.S.C., Chairperson of the Theology Department at Kingʼs College will lead a 
special evening of prayer and will present an information session on Vatican II. The presentation 

is to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the opening session of the second Vatican Council. 

We invite you to join us on Tuesday, October 11, 2022 at 7:00 P.M.  
at St. Ignatius Loyola Parish in Conlon Hall, Kingston. 

Light refreshments and fellowship will follow. 

Organ Recital 
 SSt. John the Evangelist 

Friday, October 21, 7PM 
Saint John the Evangelist  

Parish, 35 William Street in 
Pittston, will host a recital by 
renowned concert organist 

Greg Zelek. Greg is the  
principal organist of the  

Madison Symphony Orchestra in Wisconsin and a  
graduate of The Juilliard School. This event is being  

conducted as part of the concert series presented by St. 
John the Evangelist and St. Joseph Marello Parishes in 

Pittston. A free-will offering will be accepted. 

Rising star, Greg Zelek 



• Out-patient clinic providing Physical, Occupational, Speech and Pelvic Floor  
therapy services as well as Sports performance Training

• We offer a large selection of cutting edge treatments designed to help clients  
get back to their best and most independent selves.

64 Ridgeway Drive • Ste 1 • Dallas, PA • 570-255-4578 • 570-255-4575 Fax
Clients of all ages welcome • In-home services provided

BEWARE OF PHISHING EMAILS
Scammers are after your:
• Passwords • Finanical Information
• Identity • Money
For information on common scams, please visit
www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/scam-alerts

To her, she’s just another foster kid.  
To them, she’s the queen  
who will save them all.

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit

https://amzn.to/322DlqT

30 Foster St., Dallas
570-675-4321

Sprau & Clements
DENTISTRY

ColleCtor Coins · silver Dollars · GolD & silver Bullion
GolD rinGs & Chains · sterlinG silver ·  DiamonDs · Birth stones

2607 Memorial Highway, Dallas, PA 18612 675-5872

Now SelliNg ~ A Complete SeleCtioN of gold & Silver Jewelry, diAmoNdS & other preCiouS StoNeS

BuyiNg SelliNg

092E (CK)  St. Therese, Shavertown For Advertising Information Call: (800) 364-0684  Bon Venture Services, LLC •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

RICHARD H. DISQUE
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

DUPONT MONUMENT 
SHOP INC.

You Make the Memories of a Lifetime, We Make Them Last Forever
273 Main Street, Dupont, pa 18641

570-654-0561

Gregory A. Timonte, Proprietor

570-406-3081

Edward G. Horn, Jr.
Supervisor

(570)675-3255
2940 MeMorial HigHway · Dallas, Pa 18612

Terri Besecker
REALTOR®

10 Main Street  • Dallas, PA 18612

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.

2653 Memorial Hwy • Dallas, PA 18612
570-675-2644 • backmtnmon@gmail.com

www.backmtnmonument.com

Join our Auxiliary Group!

Assist with activities,
1:1 Visitation, Mail Delivery,

Fundraising and MORE!

Please contact Rachel to apply
(570) 675-8600

rdunn@eeidallas.com




