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Masses
Saturday Vigil:
5:00 p.m.

Sacrament of
Penance
By appointment only

Sunday:
8:30, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Sacrament of
Marriage
Make arrangements six months
prior to wedding

Monday thru Friday:
8:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon
Saturday:
8:30 a.m.

Sacrament of
Baptism
By appointment only

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 27, 2021
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
5:00 p.m.
Deceased members of the Savino
and Marra Families

WEDDING BANNS
III. Adam Aliotta and Sarah Di Nome

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR
Sunday, November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.
Kristen Renee Mc Redmond -Birthday
10:30 a.m.
Roger Mancini – 2nd Anniversary
12:30 p.m.
Honesto S. Ondoy
Monday, November 29, 2021
8:00 a.m.
Arlene and Christopher Morris
12:00 noon
Ann Fama – 5th Anniversary
Tuesday, November 30, 2021
Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 a.m.
John Montanti
12:00 noon
Loreto Recine
Wednesday, December 1, 2021
8:00 a.m.
Maryanne Drobnak
12:00 noon
Roma and Guido Barone
Thursday, December 2, 2021
8:00 a.m.
Gennaro Calvi
12:00 noon
Jaime Pineiro
Friday, December 3, 2021
Feast of St. Francis Xavier, Priest
8:00 a.m.
Salvatore Caruso
12:00 noon
Freddy Triaisi
Saturday, December 4, 2021
Feast of St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the
Church
8:30 a.m.
Alice Condura
Saturday, December 4, 2021
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
5:00 p.m.
Ann and Daniel Fama and
Edward Makowski
Sunday, December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.
Deceased members of the Menchen
and Donaghy Families
10:30 a.m.
Frances Reamer
12:30 p.m.
Deceased members of the Lupinacci
and Fiore Families

Wednesday, December 1st
R.E. Grades 1 through 5th -- 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. – School
R.E. Grades 6th through 8th -- 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. – School
st

Advent: This Sunday we begin the beautiful, prayerful
season of Advent – the beginning of the Church’s
liturgical year and spiritual preparation for the coming of
Christ at Christmas. Among the deepest hungers we
have as human beings is our hunger for meaning – our
hunger for God. The sounds, images and prayers of
Advent are a response to that hunger. As we begin our
journey through this sacred season let us walk together,
listening and learning. May Advent fulfill our deep
desire to draw closer to God.
Advent Booklet: Once again we are providing a
devotional booklet for our parishioners to use during the
Advent and Christmas seasons. Entitled the “Little Blue
Book”, it is provided by the Archdiocese of Saginaw,
Michigan, and provides a prayerful reflection (based on
the weekday Advent Gospels) for each day of these two
seasons. It also includes other prayers, meditations and
suggestions on how to make these special seasons of
grace. These are available at all our Masses this
weekend.
Latin Chant:
During Advent at our sung Sunday
Masses, we will use traditional Gregorian Chant
whenever the Sanctus and Agnus Dei are sung. The
chant melodies are very easy to sing and the words of
these responses are so familiar in English that the Latin
shouldn’t pose a problem, even for someone who has
never studied Latin.
Moreover, it gives us an
opportunity (however small) to recapture the long
tradition of singing Gregorian Chant.
Advanced Planning: The Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, a holy day of obligation is celebrated on
Wednesday, December 8th. This is the title by which we
honor Mary as Patroness of the United States. Our
Masses for the Feast are as follows: Vigil Mass on
Tuesday, December 7th, at 5:00 p.m. Masses on
Wednesday, December 8th are at 8:00 a.m. and 12:00
noon.

S.J.B. ANNOUNCEMENTS
November 28, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: With the first Sunday of Advent we begin a new liturgical year. While the
continuous reading of the Gospel of Luke commences with the Sundays of Ordinary Time, passages pertinent to
these seasons of anticipation, preparation and celebration give us a spiritual direction and perspective in this all
too commercial time of the year.
Today’s readings are filled with hope and promise, the two-fold message of the Advent season. We hope once
again for the coming of Christ in our daily lives and in our present world, and we remember the distant, everexisting anticipation of the Second Coming of Christ.
The Gospel reading today (Lk. 21:25-36) calls us to that second theme, when Christ will come again. The
words of our Lord sound like something that could be read in today’s headlines. These warning words keep us
on alert. All three readings bring us to an attentive stance, telling us to pray constantly, continue to improve,
give and receive healing and compassion. We long to stand firm in the Lord that we may enjoy the “security to
come”.

SPECIAL SAINTS’ DAYS -- ADVENT WEEK ONE
Tuesday, November 30th – St. Andrew
Andrew, brother of Simon Peter, was a disciple of John the Baptist before he became a follower of Jesus. A fisherman
like his brother, he was one of the first to be called by Our Lord. Several times in the gospels, Andrew is seen bringing
individuals to Jesus. May Andrew inspire us to do the same.
Friday, December 3rd – St. Francis Xavier
Along with St. Ignatius Loyola this 16th century Spaniard helped found the Jesuit Order – then spent the rest of his life
preaching and teaching in the Far East. For 10 years he tirelessly proclaimed the Gospel in India and Japan. He died, off
the coast of China, far from his native land – but his example continues to inspire men and women who work in the
missions.
Saturday, December 4th – St. John Damascus
Also known as “John Damascene”, John lived in the latter part of the 7th century. A deeply learned man, John wrote many
theological works, but also composed hymns and was an eloquent preacher. He is honored as a “Doctor of the Church”
and is considered the last of the Church’s “Greek Fathers”.

Special Christmas Schedule
th

I. Christmas Eve – Friday, December 24
Vigil Mass – 5:00 p.m.
Midnight Mass – 12:00 a.m.
(Choral Prelude at 11:30 p.m.)

II. Christmas – Saturday, December 25th
9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
(There is no evening Mass on Christmas Day)
III. Holy Family – Sunday, December 26th
9:00 and 11:00 a.m.
(There is no evening Mass on Sunday)

Rest in Peace: Let us pray for Steven Palmieri who was buried from
our church this past week. Our prayers go out to his family and
friends.
Practical Matters:
1. The Weekly Collection remains absolutely essential to our parish
operations. Parishioners may contribute via WeShare (go to
sjbyonkers.org –look for “online Donations” on the title page) or by
bringing or mailing your contribution to our rectory office or
dropping it into one of the baskets in church on Sunday.
2. Throughout the fall we will continue to have only one collection;
if you have two (2) envelopes on any given Sunday, please put both
in the one collection.
3. Our parish office is open Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m.
4. Please consult our parish website (www.sjbyonkers.org) for
updates on parish events and activities.
5. Upon recommendation of the Archdiocese we will continue not
filling holy water fonts; we will maintain the weekly sanitizing of the
church (and sanitizing between Masses); there will be no “exchange
of peace” and communion will be in the hand.
6. We continue to expect those who are not yet vaccinated to wear
masks at all Masses and services.
Christmas Planning: Based on past experience, our Vigil Mass for
Christmas (at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve) has had large numbers of
parishioners in attendance – far more than would be reasonable given
the concerns many have about Covid-19. In order to avoid
overcrowding at this one Christmas Mass, we will limit attendance
and require those who attend to have tickets. Starting this Tuesday,
November 30th, these tickets will be available at the rectory between
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. There will be no charge for
tickets – but we will restrict each family to no more than four (4)
tickets. However, we will have a “waiting list” if any parishioner
would like more than four; if we have tickets available on December
20th, we will contact those on the waiting list.
We regret the necessity for this limitation, but we feel it must be done
so that those who do attend this Mass do not feel anxious about being
here. Whatever the limitations, we are grateful that we will be able to
celebrate Christmas Mass together as a parish. Based on past
experience, we believe that this is the only Christmas Mass that will
require tickets.
Seminary Concert: On Saturday, December 4th and Sunday,
December 5th at 4:00 p.m. St. Joseph’s Seminary will host its Annual
Advent/Christmas Concert. Tickets range from $10.00 -- $35.00.
They are available at www.dunwoodiemusic.org.

Christmas Traditions: The Advent Wreath – Wreaths have always
been associated with the Christmas season so it’s no surprise that
Christians have used a wreath to signify their spiritual preparation for
the coming of Christ at Christmas. The origins of the Catholic
custom of putting candles on a wreath probably go back to preChristian times when people in Germany and Scandinavia were
accustomed to place candles around a wheel (symbolizing the sun)
during the winter time – as they awaited the season when the sun
would stay longer in the sky and warmth would return. Christians
took the pagan custom and adopted it. They put greens – evergreen
branches – around the wheel to symbolize the life that continued even
in darkest winter; they saw the wheel – not as a symbol of the sun –
but of eternity – the eternity of God, the immortality of the human
soul and everlasting life. Soon after four candles were placed on the
wreath to signify the four weeks of Advent and in time their colors (3
purple, one rose or pink) became fixed: the 3 purple candles
representing prayer, penance and works of charity to be performed as
we prepare for Christmas; the rose candle representing the joy that
Christians have because Christ will be born among us. Often a single
white candle is placed in the center of the wreath; this candle
represents Christ Himself, the Light of the World; it remains unlit
until Christmas Day. We can learn a great deal if we pay close
attention to the lessons we are taught by all the beautiful traditions of
this magical season!
Sacrament of Penance: Because of continuing Covid-19 restrictions
we are still unable to use our confessionals for this sacrament. If you
wish to receive the sacrament, please call the rectory to make an
appointment. In addition on one Saturday of each month we will
have a Penance Service at 4:00 p.m. in the church at which we will
provide the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Our next service will be on Saturday, December 18th.
Lessons and Carols Concert: On Sunday December 12th, our
talented and dedicated choirs (along with some of our eloquent
lectors) will present “Lessons and Carols: An Evening of Sacred
Christmas Music” under the direction of Mr. John Stufano. The
program will include both well-known classical works and traditional
carols along with scripture readings in an effort to help us make a
prayerful preparation for the Christmas season. Come support all
who have worked faithfully to prepare for this event. The program
begins at 5:00 p.m. and light refreshments will follow in the lower
church. All are welcome.
Special “Children’s Dismissal” Mass: Next Sunday at our 10:30
a.m. Mass we will resume our special liturgy where we will welcome
younger boys and girls and excuse them after the opening hymn and
prayer – and take them to our lower church for a special Liturgy of
the Word. After Mass we will invite parents and their children back
to the lower church for Crafts and Coffee. We will observe social
distancing and ask parents who are not vaccinated yet to wear masks.

Very Sad Farewell: Msgr. Maloney, who has been our pastor here at St. John’s for over 18
years, will be retiring on December 31st. We have been blessed to have him with us for so long
and we are grateful for his devoted priestly ministry. We are excited for him as he retires even
as our hearts are saddened by his leaving. Please join us as we celebrate his retirement on
Sunday, December 19th at the 10:30 a.m. Mass followed by a reception in the lower church. All
are welcome!

RACEWAY
DINER
Open Daily 24 Hours

Beware of Social
Security Phone Scams!

Senior Citizen Discounts
Monday-Thursday Only
833 Yonkers Avenue

914-969-4343

God
Bless
America

For All Your Insurance Needs Contact:

In God
We Trust.

• HANG UP
on phone scams.
• TELL your friends
and family.

Geraldine & Noel McGovern

G&N McGovern Insurance Agency Inc.
Tel: 914-803-1300 · Fax: 914-803-1600
837 McLean avenue · Yonkers, nY 10704

• Let’s SLAM phone
scams together.

Learn more at
oig.ssa.gov/scam

H e l p t h e A S P C A p u t a sto p
to a n i m a l c r u e l t y.
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FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836
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KG Plumbing
& Heating

F.M.G. AUTO
CENTER, Inc.

Complete Auto Body Work & Painting
Fibre Glass & Foreign Car Specialists
Collision Work & Electric Welding
All Work Guaranteed

732 Yonkers Avenue
(914) 375-1400

237-7392 · 237-7677 · Fax 237-9456
806-810 McLean Avenue

The Law Offices
Of

Joseph A. Marra

914-964-6806 888-381-7856

jamarra@marralaw.com www.marralaw.com

909 Midland ave., Yonkers nY 10704 25 east 233rd st., Bronx nY 10470

Call Kieran For All Your
Plumbing Needs

914-255-7854

~ Admitted To Practice In NY & NJ ~

eLder Law · wiLLs, TrusTs & esTaTes
PersonaL injurY · MaTriMoniaL · reaL esTaTe
sMaLL Business rePresenTaTion
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out of 29 reviews
Joseph A. Marra
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Clients’ Choice
Award 2018
Joseph A. Marra

L

U

E

O

U

T

B

U

L

L

Y

I

N

G

Top Attorney
Discrimination

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying ...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness ...

BE KINDNESS!

(973) 440-8657
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text
message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

IRREPRESSIBLE
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just another foster kid.
To them, she’s the queen
who will save them all.

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES

AVAILABLE NOW!
Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT

BUY LOCAL • BE FLEXIBLE • BE GENEROUS

JINA PALADINO TETRO

Lic. Associate Real Estate Broker
914-804-2334 DIRECT
jina.tetro@coldwellbankermoves.com • www.jinatetro.com
Who You Work With Matters.
Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

278 Mamaroneck Avenue • White Plains, NY 10605

DR. MARIO E.
MONTONI
Foot Doctor
Podiatrist - Foot Specialist
We Take Care Of:
Corns, Callouses,
Ingrown Toe Nails, Painful Feet,
Bunions, Hammered Toes
Most Insurances Accepted

476-2562
655 Yonkers Avenue
072D (MV) - St. John - Yonkers, NY

FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836
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