
Sacrament of Marriage 
Engaged couples should make arrangements with one of the priests one year in 
advance of the wedding date. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
The Parish Community celebrates Baptisms on all Sundays of the month at 
12:00 pm. One preparation session is required for first time parents. Parents 
should register by calling the Parish Office after the child’s birth.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Forgiveness is celebrated Saturday afternoons at 
5:00 pm. Other times for Reconciliation are announced in the bulletin, and by 
making an appointment with one of the priests.  
 

Sacrament of the Sick 
The Parish Community celebrates this Sacrament at a Special Liturgy during the 
year or at home anytime.  
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Served By 
 

Reverend Roberto Amador, Pastor 
olmchwhip@aol.com  
 

Reverend Manuel Cuellar, Parochial Vicar 
Fr.Manuel@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Vincent LoBello, Deacon 
DeaconVinny@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Reverend Alex Coffi, In Residence 
 

Lynda Asea, Parish Secretary 
olmchwhip@aol.com  
 

Edwin Peterson, Trustee 
 

 

Ministries 
Altar Linens 
Debbie Finn, 973-464-9035 
olmAltarLinens@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Altar Servers 
Coordinator: Fr. Manuel Cuellar, 973-887-0050 
altarservers@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Coordinators: Kathy Dittrick, 973-428-4996  
& Marilyn Kuehner, 973-386-1742  
olmEM@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Health Ministry 
Coordinators: Marlene Peterson &  
Kathy Dittrick, 973-428-4996 
olmHealthMinistry@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Martha & Mary Ministry 
Patti Cobane, 973-386-1393 &  
Anne Roda-Farrell 973-884-2969 
moserking@verizon.net 
 

Ministers of the Word 
Coordinator: Kim Gigantino, 973-463-0327 
olmLectors@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Music Ministry 
olmMusicMinistry@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Coordinator: Janet Dodge, 973-887-2583 
janleedod@yahoo.com 
 

Ushers 
Coordinator: John Guido, 973-769-2528 
 

 
  

 on the Lord’s Day 

Saturday Evening -------------------- 5:30 pm 

Sunday Morning--- 7:30, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Weekdays ------------------------------ 9:00 am  

Saturday Morning ------ 9:00 am (Novena) 

Holy Day Eve -------------- 5:30 pm (Church) 

Holy Days--- 6:30 am & 12:05 pm (Chapel) 

Religious Formation            9 Parsippany Rd, Whippany, NJ 07981 
K-6th Grade and Confirmation (7th & 8th Grade) Coordinator 
--------------------------------------------------------------------Karen Monda, 973-887-0767 
Email: olmRF@ourladyofmercyparish.com 
 

Assistant Coordinator ------------------------------------------Lynda Asea, 973-887-0050 
 

We Invite you to 
CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST 

Rectory Office is open from...  
Monday - Friday ------------------------ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  

Phone ------- 973-887-0050 Fax-------- 973-887-0991         
E-Mail --------------------------------- olmchwhip@aol.com         
Web -------------------- www.ourladyofmercyparish.com 

Rectory & St. Mary’s  
Cemetery Office 

9 Parsippany Road 
Whippany, NJ 07981 



Mass Calendar for the Week 
December 5th, 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 
The Sanctuary Lamp in the Chapel  
will burn this week in memory of  
Joseph P. Braviak, from his wife. 

Saturday December 4th – Vigil 2nd Sunday of Advent  
5:30 PM Ronald Proverdi 
  Kathy Herbert 

Sunday December 5th – Second Sunday of Advent 
7:30 AM Deceased Members of Guerin Family 
  Frank Payack, Sr. 
  The Vezzosi Family 
9:30 AM Lena Micliorelli 
  Paula Cubeta 
11:00 AM John Battista Cianci 
  Carmine & Molly Lafalce 
  Michael J. Corbitt, Sr. (3rdAn) 

Monday December 6th – St. Nicholas 
9:00 AM Alice Guerin (52nd An) 

Tuesday December 7th – Saint Ambrose 
9:00 AM Rose Betelli 
  Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Boyle (38th An) 
5:30 PM Geraldine Emmolo 

Wednesday December 8th – The Immaculate  
                        Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9:00 AM Harry Gulbrandsen 
12:05 PM People of the Parish 

Thursday December 9th – St. Juan Diego 
9:00 AM Raymond DeMattia 
  Joseph P. Braviak (15th An) 
  Gina Lagonigro 

Friday December 10th – Our Lady of Loreto 
9:00 AM Martha Daly 

Friday December 11th – St. Damasus 1, Pope 
9:00 AM Jacob Michaluk 
  Paul Skibic 
5:30 PM  Jesse Clark (2nd An) 
  Tony Piotrowski 
  Teresa Caprio 

Collections Report  
Collection totals are reported 
monthly, generally in the second 
week of the following month. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Events Calendar 12/5 – 12/18 
DATE TIME EVENT 
12/5 12:00 pm Altar Servers’ Luncheon - Gym 

12/6 6:30 pm 4-H Youth Knitting Class - PC 

12/7 5:30 pm Vigil Mass - Ch 

12/7 7:00 pm Scripture Study Group – PC 

12/8 9 & 12:05 Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception Mass - Cpl 

12/10 6:00 pm Boy Scouts Pack #40 – Gym 

12/14 10:30 am Arden Court Mass 

12/14 11:00 am Care One Mass 

12/14 6:30 pm Altar Servers Meeting - Ch 

12/16 8:00 pm KofC Officers Meeting - PC 

Pray for the Sick 
Please remember in your prayers those 
in our parish and community who are 
ill, especially: 

Nick Agro, Giuseppa Casarrubea, Beverly & Blaine Fresco, 
Arlene & Fred Gentile, Bertha Gonzalez, Cristopher Gruno, 
Georgjean Huegler, Anthony LaFerrara, John Lenox, Susan 
Nicoll, Jaxson Rivera, Bob Roberts, Agnes Ryan, Stella, 
Theresa Seleski, Belarmino Viegas, Anne Y. 
If you wish to have a loved one who is ill placed 
on our prayer list please call the rectory at 973-
887-0050 and provide their name and your 
contact information. Names will remain on the 
list for 3-months after which time they will be 
removed, unless we are notified to retain them 
on the list. 

Saint Nicholas 
St. Nicholas (270-343) was the 
bishop of Myra, in Lycia. When 
he was very young, his parents 
died and left him a large 
inheritance, which he shared 
with children and adults in 
need. Legends say that when 

Nicholas learned of three sisters who had no 
money for a dowry, he threw three bags of gold 
through their window one night so they could 
marry. Consequently, St. Nicholas has become 
the patron saint of brides as well as the patron 
saint of children. St. Nicholas, and especially 
the legend of his generosity toward the three 
sisters, is the inspiration for Santa Claus 
(Sinterklaas in Dutch). Many Christmas season 
traditions and foods have roots in his story. His 
feast day is December 6. 

Remembering OLM 
Just as we plan to ensure financial health for our 

families, we should plan for the health of our faith 

family. We have a wonderful Catholic heritage. Pass 

it on! There is a way to be an angel for the OLM 

Parish Family by including us in your Will.  



Thoughts from the Pastor 
My Dear Friends,  

This Sunday afternoon we are having a meeting 
with our Altar Servers downstairs at the Parish 
Center. It is a very simple gathering to share 
some pizza and thank our Altar Servers for 
their commitment to serve at our liturgies. We 
all are grateful to have all these children 
around the Altar of the Lord serving God and 
the community. They are very inspiring to all of 
us. Their devout service shows us the beauty of 
service. They are certainly enrolled in service at 
their young age, something we all appreciate. 
We thank them for their time, their presence 
and for loving God and our Parish Family the 
way they do. May God bless us with many more 
children and adults in this wonderful ministry.   

I hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving 
celebration with their families and friends. 
Here at OLM we had a very moving Mass 
presided by Fr. Manuel and concelebrated by Fr. 
Alex and myself. The Choir did a beautiful job. 
Afterwards, we blessed enough bread for 
everyone to take some home for their 
Thanksgiving Dinner, thanks to the great 
generosity of the Sorresse family who always 
donate the bread for this beautiful Mass of 
Thanksgiving. Now after Thanksgiving, our 
sights are set on Advent and soon on the 
coming of Christmas. Our Giving Trees are set 
up already in church for us to take a tag and be 
generous with those in need during Christmas 
time.  

One of the key words to understand and be 
inserted in the spirit of Advent is HOPE.  This 
is a gift we should all cultivate and make grow 
in our lives, because it’s essential for the 
believer in order to have joy and live according 
to our Christian faith.  

It may be good to define first of all what Hope 
isn’t. Hope is not “I hope I get a raise this year.” 
Biblically it isn’t wishing for the best all the 
time.  It isn’t waiting to see what happens with 
the fixed idea that it will turn out well. If 
someone says to you that “I hope you have a 
good day,” there is no guarantee that the day 
will go well.  Hope is not a feeling or an 

emotion.  Hope is the acknowledgement of 
facts. A Christian’s definition of hope is far 
superior to that of the world.  Instead of 
wishing or hoping for something to happen, 
people of God know that their hope is solid, 
concrete evidence, because it is grounded in the 
Word of God and we know that God cannot 
lie.  The Christian has a hope that is “the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen” (Heb 11:1).  It is a hope that is 
like faith…a faith that cannot be moved by 
circumstances or what the eyes see because an 
unseen God is seen in His faithfulness. St. Paul 
tells the believers “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” (Rom 8:31)  If God is on your side, 
how sure is that hope?   I believe that every 
Christian has gone through or will go through a 
dark night of the soul with deep doubts, fears 
and anxiety. It seems sometimes that this is 
part of our human nature.  

Our HOPE, however, is not set on mankind, on 
circumstances, or in any other thing in the 
universe. “We have our hope set on the living 
God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of 
those who believe” (1 Tim 4:10). We know in 
every possible way that nothing in this world 
can give us HOPE. Everything changes: 
circumstances, places, times, and even more 
importantly, people, including ourselves. God 
and His love doesn’t change. It is in His 
merciful and compassionate care for us that we 
HOPE. Yes, we believe that we are saved in Him, 
no matter the outcome of our prayers and 
desires.  

May we all experience this deep assurance of 
faith during the Advent Season. May God bless 
you all, 

 Fr. Roberto    

�����������������  
Jesse Tree Symbols for 2nd Week  

Sunday Moses – Burning Bush 
Monday   The Israelites - Lamb 
Tuesday  Moses & Aaron – The Torah 
Wednesday Joshua – Ram’s Horn Trumpet 
Thursday Gideon – Clay Water Pitcher 
Friday  Ruth - Grain 
Saturday Samuel - Crown 



About Advent 

 
Advent can come as a surprise to us 
sometimes, beginning right after the busy 
Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends. 
It’s not unlike the surprise of Mary when she 
received news that she was pregnant with 
Jesus. Like her, we take the season of Advent as 
a time for pause, reflection, and preparation for 
the gift of God’s love coming to us through the 
baby Jesus. 

History of Advent 

The historic origin of Advent is not known for 
certain; no evidence exists around the feast of 
the Nativity of the Lord before the end of the 
fourth century. 

Several homilies and synods made mention of a 
specific liturgical time before Christmas, but no 
rule existed until a note on the Mass parts 
appeared during the time of Pope St. Gregory 
VII from 1073-1085. 

Much like a Lenten period of fasting and 
sacrifice, the early Church urged Christians to 
dedicate this time to readying themselves for 
Christ. Their practices remind us that we are 
also called to be attentive to the message of 
repentance and the end times. This may seem 
unexpected considering the extravagant ways 
we eat, shop, celebrate, and rejoice as 
Christmas approaches! 

Advent Traditions 

The four weeks of Advent are popularly 
considered to symbolize the four-thousand 
years of darkness before the coming of Christ. 
We set up Nativity scenes, light Advent candles, 
and decorate wreaths in our homes to signify 
Christ’s presence coming in the darkness of sin 
and suffering. Four candles adorn an Advent 
wreath, one for each week. A fifth candle is 

sometimes placed in the center for the 
beginning of the Christmas season. 

Advent colors are worn by the priests and 
deacons and decorate the church. They are 
represented in the candles that surround the 
Advent wreath: 

Violet: royalty, repentance, and fasting (First, 
Second, and Fourth Week of Advent) 

Rose: abundant joy (Third Week of Advent, 
known as Gaudete Sunday, joy in Latin) 

White: light and purity (Christ Candle, center 
candle completes the season and begins 
Christmas) 

Scripture and Prayers for Advent 

During Advent there are three prevalent 
themes we see as we wait patiently for the 
coming of Christ. We long for the Messiah, are 
urged to be alert for Jesus’ Second Coming, and 
meditate on Christ’s presence in our lives now. 
The Scripture readings for the four weeks of 
Advent and the Liturgy of the Hours revolve 
around the first two of these themes. They 
encourage proper preparation, point to the 
grace and humility of Mary, show us how to 
adore God in the Incarnation, and recognize the 
glory of Jesus and how He frees us from sin 
and ingratitude. We hear from the prophet 
Isaiah and are drawn to the compelling 
message of John the Baptist in the Gospels. 

It is important to consider how we can grow in 
spiritual wholeness during such a busy 
commercial season. Take time for silence and 
reflection each day with Scripture, a devotional 
prayer, or with an Advent calendar. Dwell with 
the scene of the Nativity. What is it like to 
imagine the journey of Mary and Joseph and to 
be with them as the baby Jesus comes into the 
world? St. Ignatius of Loyola had a deep 
reverence for the Nativity scene, as we see in 
the Spiritual Exercises. Consider praying with 
saints like him, with the Liturgy of the Hours, 
or with the O Antiphons the last week before 
Christmas. A prayerful journey with the Holy 
Family and the Church throughout Advent will 
lead to gifts of gratitude and joy when we enter 
the Christmas Season. 



Scripture Study Group 
All are welcome to join 
the OLM Scripture Study 
Group meeting on 
Tuesday December 7th at 
7:00 PM in the Parish 
Center Lower Level. Our 
program is based on the 
video “The Wild Goose” 

about the work of the Holy Spirit. The next 
segment of the video is about 

“The Spirit of Adoption” 
Following the video we will share how this 
aspect of the Holy Spirit’s activity affects our 
own lives and faith. For further information or 
questions, call Frank Miles at 973-538-6554 or 
email to lexan@ix.netcom.com.  

Compassionate Friends Meeting 
The Compassionate Friends is a self-help group 
for bereaved parents, grandparents, and 
siblings. The program at their next meeting is 

“Yearly Candle Lighting Program” 
(Pictures are always Welcome)  

All are welcome at 7:30 PM on Thursday, 
December 9th , 2021, at St. Christopher's Church 
(room 101) 1050 Littleton Road (Rt. 202), 
Parsippany.  
For more information, please call Lily 
Capriglione at:  973-568-4164 or email to 
lilycap1972@gmail.com  

Simbang Gabi  
All are invited to Sinbang Gabi 
(Advent Novena Masses) at St. 
Mary’s Church 371 South St. 
Wharton, NJ from Dec. 15-23 at 
7:00 PM (Dec. 18th is at 5:30 PM). 

The Mass will be in English with selected 
Filipino Christmas hymns. Email to 
minda.pagdanganan@gmail.com if you would 
like to sponsor one of the Masses or serve as 
Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or choir member. 

Ask Him to help you rejoice when you 

feel empty, since He can pour His 

spirit into something that is already 

full. 

Liturgy of the Word 
for next Sunday December 12th 

First Reading – Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
The prophecy of Zephaniah occurred before the 
exile in Babylon. The northern kingdom of 
Israel had been defeated by the Assyrians in 
721 BC. The southern nation of Judah was now 
threatened by the Assyrians, but Zephaniah is 
assuring the people that once they return and 
live in fidelity with God they will no longer 
have reason to fear their enemies. Zephaniah 
offered the people three compelling reasons for 
hope. First, the Lord had removed their guilt; 
second, the Lord was in their midst and thirdly, 
as a direct consequence of God’s love, they had 
nothing to fear. 

Responsorial – Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 
Second Reading – Philippians 4:4-7 
This closing of Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
serves to recap his major themes, and 
underlines his invitation to rejoice. This 
message is reinforced when we recall that it 
was written while Paul was a prisoner facing a 
probable death penalty and the Philippians 
themselves were facing persecution. The phrase 
“your kindness to all” might be better translated 
as forbearance, patience, courtesy, and mutual 
respect. Paul urges them to “make your 
requests known to God” that “surpasses all 
understanding.” 

Gospel – Luke 3:10-18 
John the Baptist had created great expectations 
and those that heard him wanted to know how 
to respond. In direct language, he called on 
ordinary folk to be intensely attentive to 
others. John’s message may be summed up by 
saying, “all you need to change is everything.” 
For those who wielded power he demanded an 
end to injustice. For those who had little, he 
prescribed an opening of eyes and goods. 
John’s activity gave rise to speculation about 
the Messiah. He gives an official answer to “all” 
in Israel: “One mightier than I is coming.” John 
contrasts his baptism with that of Jesus. The 
point is not that one baptism is with water, the 
other in the Holy Spirit and fire, but that John’s 
baptism is only in water, that is, a ritual sign.  
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Par Troy Funeral Home
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Joseph J. serafini, esq.
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Joseph D. 
Miranda, D.M.D.

Family, Cosmetic 
& Implant Dentistry
279 Whippany Road
Hours by Appointment

973-503-0988

Richard M. Tango, Esq.
Tango, Dickson, Lorenzo, McDermott & McGee

Attorneys-at-Law
75 Main Street, P.O. Box 192

Millburn, NJ 07041       973-467-8080

LANDSCAPE SERVICES, INC.
Whippany, N.J,
Tom Brueno 

Phone: 973-887-0774

Tents, Tables, 
Chairs, Etc.

887-7264
38 Route 10 Westbound
East Hanover, NJ 07936

CHARLES PATRICK REALTORS
973-267-8808

A Family Owned Real Estate Agency Where Service is Our Hallmark
Charles Patrick Jr. - 973-727-6611 - Cell

SINCE 1965

1.800.545.1020
Experience the Air Group 

Difference
· Air Conditioning & Heating
· Plumbing & Electrical
· Indoor Air Quality
· Home Energy Audits

Full Service Residential & 
Commercial Solutions

GREENWOOD TREE & LAWN
Raymond Woytas, NJ Certified Tree Expert

973-335-6650 • Fax 973-335-9671 • 6 Fulton St. Montville

Everlast Floors, Inc.
Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic

Wood • Area Rugs 
Commercial & Residential

Your Complete  
Flooring Source

600 Route 10 West · Whippany

973-503-1350

10%
OFF

ANY ORDER
Of $15 Or More. Excludes Catering.

Catering For 
All Occasions!!

973-515-5006 Phone
973-515-5227 Fax

55 PARSIPPANY ROAD · WHIPPANY


