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ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

THE OLDEST CATHOLIC PARISH IN NEW JERSEY!

454 Germantown Road, West Milford, NJ 07480
973- 697- 6100 | 973- 697- 6103 - Second Line | 973-697-6100, Ext. 8. - Emergency
Office@saintjoseph-nj.org | WWW.StJoseph-NJ.org/




SERVED BY:
Fr. Jakub Grzybowski

Deacon Steve McKenzie

Pastor

Permanent Deacon

Gregory Marra - Director of Religious Education,
Music Director, Business Office Manager, Local Youth
Protection/Safe Environment Coordinator

Roberta Trudell, Mark Trudell, Connor Murphy,
Pam Brown - Office Support Staff

Donna Petronchak - Food Pantry Director

MASS TIMES:
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 6:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am

Saturday
Sunday

9:00am | 5:00pm (Vigil Mass)
8:00am | 10:00am | 12:00 pm

PARISH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS:

Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00am - 1:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am - 12:00pm
The Office will be closed on Mondays and Fridays and
regular operating hours will resume after Labor Day.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE:
Saturday
First Friday of the Month

4:00pm - 4:30pm
5:00pm - 5:30pm

Questions About the Cemetery: To schedule an

in-person appointment, contact Gregory by calling the Parish
Office at 973-697-6100, ext. 7 or by emailing
businessesaintjoseph-nj.org.

Funeral Masses and Interments: Arrangements for funeral
Masses and interments are coordinated through the cemetery
administrator upon notification by the family of the deceased
or a funeral director. To arrange a funeral or interment, please
call the Parish Office at

973-697-6100, ext. 3.

Sacrament of Baptism: Information about the Sacrament of
Baptism may be found on the parish website, www.stjoseph-
nj.org. If you wish your child to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism, please contact the Parish Office at 973-697-6100,
ext. 4.

Marriages: Please contact the Parish Office at 973-697-
6100, ext. 4 one year in advance of your wedding to arrange
for Pre-Cana Marriage Preparation Sessions.

Visitation of the Sick and Elderly: Please keep us informed
so that we can be attentive to those who are ill at home or in
the hospital. To do so, please call the Parish Office at
973-697-6100, ext. 3.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA): We wish to
invite anyone interested in becoming a Catholic or a Catholic
who would like information on receiving the Sacraments of
Eucharist and or Confirmation to please call the Parish Office
at 973-697-6100, ext. 4.

Religious Education: For information about our religious
education program, please call Greg at 973-697-6100, ext. 4.

MASS INTENTIONS

JULY 26, 2026
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MONDAY, JUL 27
6:00 PM +Eternal Rest for Dick Wirth

TUESDAY, JUL 28
9:00 AM 1. +Eternal Rest for Carl Zeitlinger, req. by
Connor Murphy
2. +Eternal Peace for Caroline Trudell, req. by
Trudell Family

WEDNESDAY, JUL 29 - Saints Martha, Mary & Lazarus
6:00 PM +Eternal Peace for Sophia K. Allen

THURSDAY, JUL 30 - St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church
9:00 AM 1. +Marge Chorba, 7 days after funeral
2. Birthday blessings for Xavier & Blaise Stetz,
reqg. by lvania Cioffi
3. Birthday blessings for Andrew Denson,
req. by Jessica Denson

FRIDAY, JUL 31
6:00 PM 1. +Elyse Bonanni
2. +Souls in Purgatory

SATURDAY, AUG 1 - St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church
9:00 AM +Eternal rest for John Sullivan, req. by Bill &
Carolyn Marra
5:00 PM 1. +Eternal peace for Dick Wirth
2. +Nicholas Pizetoski, req. by Michele & Rich
Buske
3. +Jan Gurczak, req. by Teresa Lesiczka
4. Strength & good health for Vincent Bavaro
5. God's Blessings for all benefactors of
St. Joseph Church & their families

SUNDAY, AUG 2 - Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM 1. +Eternal Rest for Victoria Brennan, req. by
Bill & Carolyn Marra
2. +Eternal Peace for Sharon Conti, req. by
Tom & Edie Mooney
3. God'’s Blessings for all benefactors of
St. Joseph Church & their families
10:00 AM 1. In Memory of Joseph Patscher on our
anniversary, requested by Ellen
2. God's Blessings for all benefactors of
St. Joseph Church & their families
12:00 PM 1. God’s Blessings for Mark & Nicole Dundon
& family, req. by Bill & Carolyn Marra
2. God's Blessings for all benefactors of
St. Joseph Church & their families



This Week:

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: 1 Kings 3.5, 7-12
2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a hidden treasure
and a pearl of great price, something so valuable that it is
worth giving up everything else to possess. These parables
invite us to reflect on what we truly treasure in our own

lives.

We often devote our time and energy to work, possessions,
success, or comfort. While these things have value, they
cannot satisfy the deepest desires of the heart. Christ reminds
us that lasting joy is found in placing God first.

This week, take a moment to ask yourself: What is my
greatest treasure? The answer is revealed not just by what
we say, but by how we spend our time, attention, and love.
When God becomes the center of our lives, everything else
begins to fall into its proper place.

A Time to Serve in

The Military

Daniel Luccarell, Joseph
Connors, Alex Richnavsky,
Matthew Lattanzi,
Christopher Hettema, Jeffrey
Cox, Joshua Paicer, Ckyson
Santos, Johnathan Greenwald,
Joseph Canova, Carlos
Hernandez 111, Jude Pope,
Noah Anderson, Dan Goodsir,
Briany Checo, Steven
Bakalian, Sebastian LeRedd,
Nikolus Bakalian

If you have a family member
in the military and would like
them to be prayed for please
call the parish office with the
name of the person.

A Time to Heal

Bill Hoffman, Natalie Hummel, Donald
Conlon, Mary Henaghen, Pat Burd,
Blanca Medina, Bobby Toomes,
Antoniette Moralishvili, Dave
Youngren, Barbara Richnavsky, Joanne
Ospina, Raffaele Puoti, Brian Wunder,
Cailen Bayley Hochradel, Sean
Altimore, Anna Noskova, Gina Lupo,
Jack Abner, Joanne Klosz, Patricia
Oslacky, Mary Lou Adragna, Pete
Gerst, Miguel Torres, Helen Shawah,
Regina Kelly, Sofia Ayers, Marilyn
Bryan, Vincent Bavaro, Michael
Simonelli, Joseph Carabillo, Joan
Kozlowski, Diane Wirth, Taylor Monro,
Ron Bakalian, Patty Lotz-Moore, Ken

Cadematori, Laura Ashley, Creg Setter,

Ann Berman, Peggy Lupo, All Our
Homebound.

Next Week:
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3
2nd Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

Scripture Focus: Jesus feeds the crowd with five
loaves and two fish.

Life Focus: In addition to the physical
nourishment we need for energy, we also need
the proper spiritual nourishment to meet our
emotional needs.

The LitHe
Catholic's
Comey

Have you ever found something you thought
was lost and felt really excited? In today's
Gospel, Jesus tells a story about someone who
finds a hidden treasure. The treasure isn't gold or
jewels, it's God's love and friendship.

Jesus wants us to know that being close to Him
is the greatest treasure we can ever have. We
find that treasure when we pray, listen to God's
Word, go to Mass, and choose to be kind, honest,
and loving.

This week, be a treasure hunter! Look for ways
to see Jesus each day, whether that be in your
family, your friends, or in the people who need
your kindness. When you share God's love with
others, you're sharing the greatest treasure of all.



FAITH SHARING GROUPS

THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

The Disciples of Christ ministry exists to
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word
and deed, and to equip lay Catholics for the
work of evangelization through fellowship,
training, and outreach. Meetings take place
every Saturday at 10:00 AM in Room 4 of the
Parish Center. All are welcome

COLLECTION
NUMBERS

Week of July 12 e
In-Pew & Mail-In: $4,347.58 o b AT
Online Giving: $1,800.40
Total: $6,147.08

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY

Our Parish Lectionary Bible study meets every
Tuesday at 7:00 PM and Fridays at 10:00 AM in
Room 4 of the Parish Center. Please note that
Friday study will meet every other week until
further notice and our next session will meet
Friday, August 7. Each session reflects on the
Scripture readings appointed by the Church for
the upcoming Sunday Mass, helping us enter
more deeply into the Word of God. Join us for
prayerful study and a deeper relationship with
Christ through Sacred Scripture!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Our second collection
the first Sunday of the month is for upkeep and
projects in our historic Parish. Please note that
intention on your check. Thank you for your
continued support.

MEETINGS AT 8PM
SECOND THURSDAY POl a1 THURSDAY CEMETERY PAVING REPAIR FUND

OF THE MONTH OF THE MONTH
KOCH HALL o 51.8%
$15,541 RAISED OF $30,000 GOAL

SCAN HERETO
CONTRIBUTE
ONLINE

ST. JOSEPH CARES FOOD PANTRY

NEXT FOOD DISTRIBUTION DATES
AUGUST 8 - AUGUST 22 - SEPTEMBER 12 | 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

WE ARE COLLECTING SCHOOL DONATIONS OF THE

SUPPLIES! FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE DONATIONS CAN BE
Composition books, spiral APPRECIATED: BROUGHT TO:

notebooks (1, 3, or 5 subject), « ITEM OF THE WEEK: The Parish Office during
#2 pencils, pens, (blue and black) CHUNKY SOUPS Business Hours

post-it notes, colored pencils, e Cereal - Adults & Kids The Food Drop Off Box
colored markers, highlighters, o Pasta & Pasta Sauce Outside the Pantry Door
crayons, scissors, glue sticks, o Coffee The Food Pantry between
rulers, pencil cases, erasers, e Canned Tuna & Canned 10AM and 12 NOON on
backpacks, headphones, etc. Chicken Scheduled Saturdays.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS e Chili & Canned Stew

AND GENEROSTITY






RAFFLE REMINDER

Raffle tickets for parish projects will now be
sold only the last weekend of every month
at a denomination of $20/each. Tickets may
be purchased after every Mass and during
Hospitality Hour. The winning ticket will be
drawn following the Hospitality Hour after
the 12:00 p.m. Mass. Thank you for your
support and Good Luck to all participants!
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A TIME TO RETURN TO GOD

"If we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him.” - Romans 6:8

Of your charity, we ask that you pray for the
repose of the Holy Souls recently buried at

St. Joseph in hope of the Resurrection, and for
the families of all who are grieving loved ones.
May the God of all consolation mercifully grant to
all the faithful departed a place of refreshment,
light, and peace, and embrace those they leave
behind with His unchanging love.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

. Thomas Munier

. Marilyn Shabet

. Colleen DeStefano

. Marge Chorba

. All the faithful departed
buried in our cemetery

POPE LEO XIV’S
MONTHLY PRAYER

INTENTIONS
JULY 2026

FOR RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE

Monthly Prayer

Lord of life, You created us in love and called
us to live in fullness. Each person is a sacred
gift that reflects your face, from the first
instant of existence to the final breath of
their journey on earth. Today we ask for the
grace to recognize and protect the unique
and unrepeatable value of every human
being. May we learn to welcome life
unconditionally, to tenderly care for fragility,
to accompany each stage with respect, and
to bravely defend those who have no voice.
Forgive us, Lord, when we fall into
indifference or the culture of discard, when
we fail to see in others a being worthy of
love. Give us a new heart, always ready to
choose life, and generous hands that
protect it through concrete actions. Make
your Church a living witness of the Gospel of
life, an open home where every life is
celebrated, where no one feels unwanted,
and where dignity is always honored and
protected. Lord Jesus, may we love life as
You love it: with tenderness, fidelity, and
self-giving. May we proclaim, in words and
actions, that every human life is worth the
total gift of ourselves. Amen.




Everyone is welcome! Invite a friend, neighbor, or family member,
especially someone who has been away from the Church. Your
invitation may be the first step in helping them reconnect.

Saue the Datpr

SCAN HERE TO
VOLUNTEER!

Okinberiest

at St. Joseph Churech

SUNDAY,
SEPT. 13, 2026

PICNIC SPONSORSHIP FORM o
DETACH THIS SECTION AND DROP OFF WITH Here

PAYMENT. ENVELOPES CAN ALSO BE DROPPED
IN THE SUNDAY COLLECTION BASKETS.

S

Yes | would like to be a sponsor for the 2026 St. Joseph Church
Oktoberfest at the following amount:

$50 $100 $250 $500 S Other
PLEASE WRITE “OKTOBERFEST SPONSOR” IN THE MEMO PORTION OF YOUR CHECK

NAME CHECK #

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE EMAIL




July 26

Sts. Joachim and Anne:
The Grandparents of Salvation

A reflection on the extraordinary role of Sts. Joachim
and Anne in salvation history as the parents of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the grandparents of Jesus.

From a sermon by Saint John Damascene, bishop
(Orat. 6 in Nativitatem B. Mariae V. 2,4,5,6: PG 96, 663,667,670)

By their fruits you will know them

Anne was to be the mother of the Virgin Mother of God, and hence nature did not dare to
anticipate the flowering of grace. Thus nature remained sterile, until grace produced its fruit.
For she who was to be born had to be a first born daughter, since she would be the mother of
the first-born of all creation, in whom all things are held together.

Joachim and Anne, how blessed a couple! All creation is indebted to you. For at your hands the
Creator was offered a gift excelling all other gifts: a chaste mother, who alone was worthy of
him.

And so rejoice, Anne, that you were sterile and have not borne children; break forth into shouts,
you who have not given birth. Rejoice, Joachim, because from your daughter a child is born for
us, a son is given us, whose name is Messenger of great counsel and universal salvation, mighty
God. For this child is God.

Joachim and Anne, how blessed and spotless a couple! You will be known by the fruit you have
borne, as the Lord says: By their fruits you will know them. The conduct of your life pleased God
and was worthy of your daughter. For by the chaste and holy life you led together, you have
fashioned a jewel of virginity: she who remained a virgin before, during and after giving birth.
She alone for all time would maintain her virginity in mind and soul as well as in body.

Joachim and Anne, how chaste a couple! While safeguarding the chastity prescribed by the law
of nature, you achieved with God’s help something which transcends nature in giving the world
the Virgin Mother of God as your daughter. While leading a devout and holy life in your human
nature, you gave birth to a daughter nobler than the angels, whose queen she now is. Girl of
utter beauty and delight, daughter of Adam and mother of God, blessed the loins and blessed
the womb from which you come! Blessed the arms that carried you, and blessed your parents’
lips, which you were allowed to cover with chaste kisses, ever maintaining your virginity.
Rejoice in God, all the earth. Sing, exult and sing hymns. Raise your voice, raise it and be not
afraid.



Sisters of Mary
World Villages for Children

Our Lady of, Guédalupe
Plus a‘n'unfﬂfgettable‘ﬁqp&ok % -

the Sisters of Mary'Girlstown

September 18-21, 2026
A Journey of Faith & Joy: Guadalupe to Girlstown

A Sacred Walk up Tepeyac Hill: Climb Tepeyac Hill where the Blessed Mother :
. . Most Reverend Kevin |. Sweeney,
appeared and spoke to St. Juan Diego in 1531 Bishop of the Diocese of Paterson in NJ

Daily Mass: Celebrate Mass daily with Bishop Kevin Sweeney and Father Dave
Wells, including Mass at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the Sisters of
Mary at Girlstown

Deep Spiritual Talks; Bishop Sweeney and the Wells brothers will affer
pilgrims several reflections and meditations on intimacy with Our Lady, prayer,
sacrifice, and Living the Faith,

Come to Intimately Know a Future American Saint: Learn about the work of Reverend David Wells of
Venerable Aloysius Schwartz, founder of the Sisters of Mary St. Martin of Tours Parish in Maryland

Sisters of Mary Girlstown: Witness how the Sisters of Mary are transforming
the lives of poor children through education, faith farmation, and vocational
skills training, and sending them out into the world as Christ-like missionaries

3 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER

Online: https://worldvillages.org/events/sweeney-wells

Call our office Mon-Fri 8-4 EDT

1(800) 662-6316 Kevin Wells, Catholic Speaker,
Author of “Priest and Beggar®










POMPTON DENTAL _ARTS, LLC

Where Dentislry Neels SArislry - New Paewts Auwars WeLcome | MosT Isurances Accepreo
Lauren SalchDM.D.  ~ COMPLIMENTARY SECOND OPINIONS ~
Ryan Zlotkowski, DM.D.  www.PomptonDentalArts.com
27 NEWARK POMPTON TURNPIKE - RIVERDALE - 973-835-0702

NEED A NEW WILL? | Thomas Ziegenbalg

Insurance Agency Inc.

SKYLANDS

LEGAL LLc
T

Thomas A. Ziegenbalg, Agent
973-728-9169

1489 Union Valley Road - West Milford, NJ
Auto - Home - Life - Business

1485 Union VaLLEY Road
WEest Mitroro, NJ 07480

KRisTiE ANN STEELE, DVM
973 2273
Iovmgcarevetwm@gmall com

lovingcareveterinaryhospital.com

RICHARDS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

FamiLy OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1812
Bryan L. Richards ~ Manager ~N.J. Lic. No. 4049

1440 Union Valley Rd.
West Milford, N.J. 07480

(973) 728-8989

Joshua Donovick, Esq.

"They made something
that was so complicated,
so easy." ~Doris Y.

973.970.9583

SPARTA, NJ

'$20 OFF'

Any Seavice CaLL
L973_7280_765 ]
¢ PLUMBING ¢ HEATING rs;o OFF-I
973-728-0765 I New Wireg Hearen I

7 DAY SERVICE LIT-T28-0765

CHIMNEY &
ROOFING

MASONRY - GUTTERS DECK REPAIR
We Find & $1 500 OFF i

Fix Leaks-’ Any New Roof Replacement

1
1
1
1
1 1
. 20% OFF
: Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, :
| Masonry Repair & SENIORS |

4 Newark Pompton Turnpike
Riverdale, N.J. 07457
(CHZRIRREE U Y]

Family Owned/Operated e Lic. #13VH0934200 * Bonded & Insured ¢ 20+ Years

¢ 732-589-9967

Sering AU of New Jersey

EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE
FULL & PARTTIME ... WILL TRAIN
Home Health Mides
973-506-7500

~ lLLocAL BUSINESS ~

HARVESTMOON

Health and Nutrition

Vitamins & Supplements
Herbs « Natural Foods

« All Supplements Discounted «

Hours: Monday-Friday: 10am-6pm
Saturday: 10am-5pm

973.728.6300
22 Marshall Hill Road « West Milford, NJ

We

MATTRESSES - BEDROOM FURNITURE
ApsustasLe Beps & More

e\
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REL
* Call For A Froe egal Consultation
MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
. 973-326-8902

« Personal Injury

« Workers' Compensation

Grrcmstoi » S0CTal Security Disabilty

lawmarchrenner'Com(ymarcalawmarcorenner.com
RIDGEDALE A DAR |

013A (PK) - St. Joseph's, West Milford

ay.ne?edding.

SHOP LOCAL AND SAVE!!!

Yoar Wecgliblortiood :
7414“&/ Business pa allatio
Sence 1955 e P b Yo o o ;
BLoO DA S =¢03(o -1 5)eo
A o Ho 00D peidelandsonssepticservice@gma Mention this ad and get 10% off any service!
Treating all foot and ankle problems
INDEPENDENT LIVING J for adults and children
ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY SUPPORT
0 0 pad Justin Donovan, DPM /i ACCERT
ord, NJ 07840 G Fonca i, el
Hours by appt. E

o [m]*y =

FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



