Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time / September 13, 2026
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MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Mass

Monday: 6:30 pm

Tuesday - Friday: 7:30 am
Sunday Mass

Saturday Evening: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am,
12:00 pm (Polish Mass)

JORD, IF MY BROTHER SINS AGAINST ME,

bhow often must I forgive?

MATTHEW 18:21
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A - AN UNPAYABLE DEBT
| Last Sunday, Jesus spoke about correcting a brother or sister who has sinned. This Sunday,
Peter asks the question that naturally follows: How many times must | forgive? “As many as
i seven times?” Peter probably thinks he is being generous. But Jesus answers, “Not seven
| times but seventy-seven times.”

That number reaches back to the early chapters of Genesis. Lamech, a descendant of Cain,

boasts that he has killed a man for wounding him and a young man for striking him. He then

declares that he will exact vengeance “seventy-sevenfold” against anyone who harms him.

We see how quickly sin escalates after the Fall of Adam and Eve. Cain murders his brother
but fears the consequences; just a few generations later, Lamech proudly celebrates violence and boasts of
vengeance without Llimit.

Jesus deliberately echoes Lamech’s words and transforms “seventy-sevenfold” vengeance into “seventy-
seven times” forgiveness. What sin multiplied through revenge, Christ overturns through mercy. In his
kingdom, the ancient cycle of vengeance is to come to an end.

Then Jesus tells a parable. A servant owes a king ten thousand talents. One talent represented roughly fifteen
to twenty years of wages. This is not merely a large debt; it is an impossible one. It would take several
thousand lifetimes to repay. Yet the king, moved with compassion, cancels the debt.

The king represents God, and the servant represents each of us. Qur debt is not merely a collection of small
mistakes. It is the whole burden of our sin, a debt we could never repay. So God does for us what we could
never do for ourselves. This is the astonishing mercy of God: the One to whom the debt is owed is the One
who pays it. Jesus takes our debt to the Cross and pays it with his own life. From his pierced side, mercy is
poured out upon the world. In Confession, that mercy reaches each of us personally: Your sins are forgiven. At
every Mass, the one sacrifice that set us free is made present before us.

But then the forgiven servant finds a fellow servant who owes him one hundred denarii, about one hundred
days’ wages. That debt is not insignificant, but compared with what he has just been forgiven, it is almost
nothing. He grabs the man by the throat and demands payment.

The contrast is deliberately shocking. A man who has just received unimaginable mercy refuses to show even a
fraction of it to someone else. Every time we refuse to forgive, that is what we look like before God: a
pardoned debtor choking another debtor. The hands we raise to God for mercy cannot remain wrapped
around someone else’s throat.

Forgiveness does not mean pretending nothing happened. It does not excuse evil, erase consequences,
immediately restore trust, or require someone to remain in an unsafe situation. Forgiveness means
surrendering the right to revenge. It means refusing to let another person’s sin continue ruling our heart.

That is why Sirach asks, “Could anyone nourish anger against another and expect healing from the Lord?”
Resentment can turn a past wound into a present prison. The person who hurt us may have moved on years
ago, while we remain trapped at the scene, replaying the words and allowing what happened once to wound us
again and again.

How do we begin to forgive when the wound is deep? Elsewhere in the Gospel, Jesus tells us to pray for those
who hurt us. You may not feel sincere at first. Pray anyway. Ask God to heal what was wounded, to bring the
other person to repentance, and to free you from bitterness. Forgiveness may come in a moment, or we may
have to choose it again every day for years.

Such prayer slowly opens our hearts to give the mercy we ourselves have received. Every time we pray,
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,” we are asking God to forgive us by the
same measure with which we forgive others. Think about that before saying “Amen.” We have been released
from an unpayable debt. Let us not place ourselves under it again by refusing to release the debts of others.

Deacon Fernando
Lord Jesus, free us from the debts we hold against others, as you have freed us from the debt of our sin.
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WHEN: Thursday, September 17°

WHERE: CHURCH OF SAINT LUKE

JACQUES CENTER (DOWNSTAIRS) MQQt QX\C\ C] r@@t

DOORS OPEN AT: 06:00PM

CALLING STARTS AT: 7 PM Sundqy, Sthaner 1 3th

CONCESSIONS OPEN AT: 6:00 PM . . "
during, Sunday School

Sponsored by the Church of Saint Luke and @ the Sunday (:k'l{&’—j(l(fqll&’x Center

the John T. Butler #4084 Columbiettes
Catholic suppert fer your

14 () BIG and fittle blessings

DATE OF EVENT:
Sat., Oct. 17th 2026
7:00PM
LOCATION:

Notre Dame High School
60 Spangenburg Avenue
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

The Emmaus Experience is a powerful
multimedia concert event that brings the Faith

COST: $20 Adults/

o T T s
'.j Free for Saint Luke to life through dynamic live performances by

o Registered Students AOH Music, engaging talks, stunning visuals, and

:li-'-Ls. & Scan To Register heartfelt personal testimonies. An uplifting journey

#9412  PARISH OFFICE: of faith for hearts for all ages.
704210097 Journey with us and encounter the risen Jesus, just

PRODUCED BY: as the disciples did on the road to Emmaus.
ARR AY ?If HOPE “Our hearts were burning”, Luke (24:13-35).

AWAKENING HEARTS THIS IS A PERFECT FAMILY EVENT
www.arrayofhope.org
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— 4TH ANNUAL
CHURCH OF SAINT LUKE

HONORING OUR LOCAL FIRST RESPONDERS *

We Give Thanks. We Show Gratitude. We Stand Together.

DATE
Sunday, September 27, 2026

TIME
10:30 AM Mass

LOCATION
Church of Saint Luke

818 Main Street

Stroudsburg, PA 18360
I@I 9:00 - 10:00 AM
Jacques Center

All are welcome!
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FAITH

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
BEFORE THE MASS

Join us as we pray
for and thank those
who serve and protect
our parish and community.

FAMILY « COMMUNITY « SERVICE

EPARING FOR OUR
%F;\ME AGAINST THE

PRACTICE DATES = THEGAME

— SUNDAY 12 NOON SUNDAY 2:30 PM
9 NOTRE DAME 9 STROUDSBURG
EAST STROUDSBURG PRACTICE FIELD HIGH SCHOOL

We are gearing up for a very fun night at our
Thanksgiving Benefit Dinner.

As many of you know, for more than 30 years we have
held our Thanksgiving Benefit Dinner at the
Stroudsmoor Country Inn to fund the Thanksgiving
Community Meal that feeds over 300 members of our
local community on Thanksgiving Day. This year the
Stroudsmoor Country Inn has changed ownership, and
event costs have increased substantially. Therefore, using
the Stroudsmoor as a benefit fundraiser
is no longer an option.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the
Pirone family for 30+ years of supporting our
Thousandaire Dinner/Thanksgiving Benefit Dinner and
the donations they have made each year to ensure a
successful fundraiser for our
Thanksgiving Day Community Meal.

This year, our Thanksgiving Benefit Dinner will be held
at the Shawnee Inn, and we are looking forward to a deli-
cious meal and a fun-filled evening of murder-mystery
entertainment.

The
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Friendship Luncheon

WELCOME ¥

™ SEPTEMBER! .’
\ei2  WEDNESDAY =i
24"~ ,, SEPTEMBER 16T | ﬁ?/
‘L l | “DOORS OPEN AT 100 AM:
f\ \ Menu: Chicken Cordon Bleu, Oven-Roasted Potatoes,
:: Green Beans & Onions, Carrot Cake

Admission: $10

Guest Speaker: Attorney Alyssa Lopiano-Reilly
"Estate Planning Hot Topics”
Should | set up a trust?
Should | deed my home to my kids?
What exactly is probate?
What are the downsides to worrying about inheritance taxes?

<+

You won't want to miss this one—great guest and terrific menu,
See you then—stay happy and healthy! G

e
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MASS INTENTIONS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:00 AM MASS
Alfred Franz by The Shoopack Family

10:30 AM MASS
Bernard Okechukwu Egbuche by Isabella Borst

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

6:30 PM MASS

Special Intention For Matthew Golinski’s 30th
Birthday by Parents

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
7:30 AM MASS
James & Grace Vagelakos by Family

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
7:30 AM MASS
Teodoro Mazzone by Joseph & Maria Tufo

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

7:30 AM MASS

Walter J. Lopez by Sapphire Nursing & Rehab
Center

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
7:30 AM MASS
Mary A. Lear by William Lear

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
4:00 PM MASS
Wladyslawa Watycha by Daughter

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
8:00 AM MASS
Walter Lopez by Diamond Health Care

10:30 AM MASS
Jim Horn by Loretta Horn

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS

Monday, September 14
10:00 am Adoration
6:15 pm Benediction
6:30 pm Daily Mass

Tuesday, September 15

7:30 am Daily Mass

8:00 am Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet

6:30 pm Life in the Spirit

7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Social Meeting

Wednesday, September 16

7:30 am Daily Mass

8:00 am Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
12:00 Friendship Luncheon

Thursday, September 17

7:30 am Daily Mass

8:00 am Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet

10:00 am Polish Pilgrimage Mass

2:00 pm GriefShare Loss of a Loved One in the Barrett
Center

6:00 pm Bingo

Friday, September 18
7:30 am Daily Mass
8:00 am Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet

Saturday, September 19
1:00 pm Community Meals
3:00 —3:45 pm Reconciliation
4:00 pm Vigil Mass

Sunday, September 20
8:00 am Mass

9:00 am Sunday Cafe
9:15 am Faith Formation
10:30 am Mass

12:00 pm Polish Mass

m Sanctuary Light In Memory of

Deceased Parishioners

{0
v

Collections September 1 through September 7 , 2026

Operating Income: $15,054.91
Non- operating Income
Accessing the Future $ 1,638.93

Diocesan Collection $ 1,009.15
St. Teresa Ministry $ -
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Witamy w Parafii Duszpasterstwo Polskie prowadzi: Ks. Wojciech

Jasionek z Diecezji Warszawsko - Praskie;j.

Sw. Lukasza w Stroudsburgu, PA.
Kontakt: tel. + 1 570-421-9097 w. 108.

818 Main St. Stroudsburg 18360 ( mozna zostawié wiadomos¢ )
- Pon.-Pt godz.11.00-13.00

Msza $w. Polska - niedziela g. 12.00

Spowiedz Polska:
Przed i po Mszy niedzielnej

Mozliwo$¢é umodwienia sie indywidualnie: Sobota
g.15.00-15.45 lub w tygodniu.

Sw. Andrzej Bobola - Patron Polski

Niedziela ( XXIV zwykta) 13 wrzes$nia 2026 r. — czytania mszalne:
Syr 27,30-28,7 Odpusc wine blizniemu

Ps 103 (102), 1b-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12 (R.: por. 8a) Pan jest taskawy, peten mitosierdzia

Rz 14, 7-9 [ w zyciu, iw $mierci nalezymy do Pana

Mt 18, 21-35 Przebaczenie Boga uwarunkowane przebaczeniem drugiemu cztowiekowi
Odpusé wing blizniemu!

Nikt z nas nie ma chyba watpliwosci, ze Pan Jezus jest bardzo wymagajacym nauczycielem. Oczywiscie pragnie naszego
dobra, szczescia i zbawienia, ale nie tudzi nas, ze mozna to osiggnaé bez najmniejszego wysitku. Aby sig o tym przekonac,
wystarczy wzigé pod uwage dzisiejsza Ewangelie o niemitosiernym dtuzniku. Korczy si¢ ona bardzo mocnym
stwierdzeniem: ,,Podobnie uczyni wam Qjciec moj niebieski, jezeli kazdy z was nie przebaczy z serca swemu bratu”.
Przywotajmy tu réwniez inny fragment, w ktérym Pan Jezus méwi o przychodzeniu do $wigtyni: ,,Jesli wigc przyniesiesz dar
swoj przed ottarz i tam wspomnisz, ze brat twéj ma cos przeciw tobie, zostaw tam dar swéj przed ottarzem, a najpierw idZ
i pojednaj sie z bratem swoim. Potem przyjdZ i dar swoj ofiaruj”.

Trzeba jednak pamietaé, ze Pan Jezus nie stawia tego wymagania cztowiekowi pozostawionemu wytgcznie wtasnym
sitom. W przypowiesci o niemitosiernym dtuzniku najpierw widzimy ogromne mitosierdzie okazane przez kréla, a dopiero
potem wymaganie skierowane do stugi. Podobnie jest w naszym zyciu. Najpierw Bog przebacza nam nasze winy, obdarza
nas swoja taska i mitosierdziem, a dopiero potem wzywa nas do przebaczania innym. Chrystus nie méwi jedynie: ,Musisz
przebaczyé”, ale najpierw mowi: ,.Ja tobie przebaczytem”. Ilu z nas — chcgc wiernie zachowac nauke Pana Jezusa —
powinno sie temu nakazowi poddac? Ilu z nas zostatoby teraz w kosciele?

Nauka Pana Jezusa jest oczywiscie trudna i wymagajaca, ale jesli jej nie wprowadzimy w zycie, w nasze relacje z bliznimi
na kazdym miejscu i poziomie, to bedziemy jedynie pogtebia¢ piekto na ziemi. | dlatego potrzebujemy Bozej taski. Sami
czesto nie potrafimy przebaczyé, ale Chrystus uzdalnia nas do tego, co po ludzku wydaje si¢ niemozliwe. - Kiedys
nakrecono ciekawy film. Jego bohaterem byt sedzia pitkarski.
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St.Mary’sVilla

ELMHURST TowNsHIP, PA

Skilled Nursing & Rehab All-Inclusive
Personal Care Residence

A Catholic Facility Celebrating
95 Years Of Serving The Community

570-842-7621
www.stmarysvilla.com
% VisiT Us ON Facesook
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THEY SUPPORT
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Breakfasts Lanch
@umem P Snack

A NEW No-Dig option to underground Plpe Repair
is here, saving you time and money!
+ Water & Sewer

» Pipe Lining
Renewal - Rehabilitation

+ Blocked Drains

FHOW NEVI 0L NVIS

« Grinder, Well,
Sump Pumps

+ Plumbing
+ Electrical
+» Water Treatment

« HVAC + Drain Cleaning p:.wunms
« Bathroom .+ HotWater
- Remodeling Heaters 570’460-0"'
Se habla espaiiol
Fully Liconsed Binsored  ICMBPLUMBING.COM ¢ Service: 070 8 7 2445

W.S. PEENEY Inc.

Heating Oil * Kerosene
24-Hour
Burner
Service
SErRVING THE Poconos SINce 1944
1745 West Main Street - Stroudsburg

0-421 -

K STROUDSBURG-.
GRAI\IITE- COIF
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& = ﬂ!\II-T'YPE.SOﬁ
CEMETERY MEMORIALS

www.stroudsburggranite.com

570-421-3591

FULL BAR SERVICE
NOW AVAILABLE

6&12 |
TO GO

(((9 Monroe
Hearing Aid Center

Hear Better, Live Better!

570-424-5580

11 Linden Street - Stroudsbur:
Shop Rite Plaza - Brodheadsville
Tobyhanna - Moscow

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Every Veteran has earned
help and support.

COUNCIL

Don’t wait. Reach out.
VA.GOV/REACH

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

VA

MONROEHEARINGAID.COM

U

PERSONAL CARE HOME s DE 0

massage academy
—— of the poconos, llc. —

education & wellness
570-421-5014
753 Phillips St - Stroudsburg

Visit our website for seasonal promotions & our services.
www.MassageAcademyLLC.com

i & MICHELE HORN *ALSBERGE, PH.D.,
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Act now to
help end hunger.

In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

-EED|NG

AMERICA

cGill

ORTHODONTICS

EASTON STROUDSBURG
610-252-0442 570-629-5110

(f\,

www.mcgillorthodontics.com

Complimentary Exams ¢ 0% Financing

062B (CK) - St. Luke’s, Stroudsburg

onize your 1
usinesses |

SHARE is an Affordable Housing

Option in Pennsylvania!

* Shara Your Home

* Gain Companionship

= Get Help Around the House
* Receive Help with Expenses

".a.'!

Your Good Vibes i

Can Help Save Lives.
If you would like more information on
the SHARE Housing Program, please
contact Kelly Foley at 570-832-0538.

Wureiscooo x + i

Licensed Psychologist
office: 570-420-9494 * cCell: 570-350-0135

& drmha@ptd.net
" 814 Monroe Street - Suite 105 - Stroudsburg, PA 18360-1590

UNIA KREDYTOWA TO
WIECEJ NIZ BANK!

Stuzymy Polonii oferujac szeroki zakres ustug finan-
sowych: konta oszczednosciowe i czekowe, karty kredy-
towe i debetowe VISA®, kredyty hipoteczne, pozyczki
personalne oraz petny serwis bankowosci Internetowej
i mobilnej. Dla przedsiebiorcow oferujemy kredyty biz-
nesowe i konta bez optat. Otwdrz konto przez internet
na stronie www.Naszalnia.com lub odwiedzZz nasz
oddziat w Stroudsburgu (334 N. 9th Street, Stroudsburg,
PA 18360, tel. 570.202.3754).

PRZYEACZ SIE DO NAS JUZ DZIS!
1.855.PSFCU.4U
www.NaszaUnia.com

P92 POLISH
M STAVIC

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

EQUAL HoUsNG

L LENDER
PSFCU is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

Providing a loving, caring home for over 50 years!

Rates from $3000 to $3400. Includes basic care,
laundry, medication management, cable & more!

570-629-1334
1026 Scenic Drive « Kunkletown, PA

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

) ] ) )
A Simple Way To Support

Your Parish & Promote
Your Business!

SCAN QR T0
E-MAIL ME TODAY! =

Certified Public Accountants
Individual, Business and Corporate Taxes
Payroll - Accounting & Bookkeeping Services

570-424-1040
accountantstroudsburg.com
1 WASHINGTON STREET - EAST STROUDSBURG, PA 18301

TRUSTED | STRATEGIC | RESPECTED

For Ads Call: 1-800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC « P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836



W trakcie meczu podyktowat rzut karny, ktéry przesadzit o zwycigstwie jednej z druzyn. Po meczu nie mogt bezpiecznie
zej$¢ z boiska, poniewaz byt obrzucany wyzwiskami i butelkami przez kibicéw przegranej druzyny, ktérzy nawet
skandowali grozby zemsty wobec niego. Jako$ w koricu udato mu sie wydostac ze stadionu. Jednak na tym jego problemy
sig nie skonczyty. W slad za nim ruszyt najbardziej zagorzaty kibic przegranych, ktory robit wszystko, aby dopasé¢ swego
najwigkszego wroga i dokona¢ na nim zemsty. Z kazdym kadrem filmu pokazywano, jak nasila si¢ wobec niego wrogo$é i
jakie piekto jest mu stwarzane. Zabrakto przebaczenia w tak - wydawac by sie mogto - btahej sprawie.

- Chyba w cyklu , Ekspres Reporteréw” pokazano przed paru laty ciekawy reportaz zatytutowany ,Zeby tylko nie byto
zimno”. Byta to historia okoto trzydziesto- lub czterdziestoletniej kobiety z porazeniem mézgowym, mieszkajacej w starej
drewnianej chacie. Gdy si¢ urodzita i stwierdzono u niej to schorzenie, matka od razu sie jej wyrzekta i absolutnie nie
chciata jejznac aniwidzie¢. Jejwychowaniem zajeli sie dziadkowie. Gdy zmarli, zostata sama w ich domu. Miata trudnosci
z podstawowymi codziennymi sprawami, jak cho¢by paleniem w starym piecu czy noszeniem wody do domu. Od czasu
do czasu pomagali jej znajomi. Najgorzej byto zima. Nawet gdy w jej dom uderzyt samochdd i go uszkodzit,
odszkodowanie wzigta jej matka, poniewaz na nig byt zapisany dom, a ona sama nie otrzymata nic. Brak przebaczenia i
akceptacji drugiej osoby prowadzi do stwarzania jej piekta na ziemi poprzez brak mitosci okazywanej przez zwyczajna
bliskos¢ i pomoc.

Warto tez pamigtac, ze przebaczenie nie zawsze oznacza pojednanie. Przebaczy¢ mozna nawet wtedy, gdy druga strona
nie chce zmiany, ale przebaczenie zawsze oznacza rezygnacje z nienawisci i zemsty. Oczywiscie w odniesieniu do siebie
mamy bardzo duze poczucie sprawiedliwos$ci: nam wszystko si¢ nalezy, w tym oczywiscie przebaczenie, zapomnienie
win, a nawet niezauwazanie tego, ze cos ztego uczyniliSmy innym.

Ale czy sami uwazamy, ze z naszej strony NALEZY SIE przebaczenie naszym bliznim? Zanim jednak Spojrzymy na winy
innych, przypomnijmy sobie, jak wiele samym nam przebaczyt Bog. To wtasnie doswiadczenie Jego mitosierdzia uczy nas
przebaczac bliznim.

Czy wobec tego wybieram - jako uczer Pana Jezusa - Jego nauke, mimo ze jest trudna i wymagajaca, ale odkrywam, ze
jedynie ona prowadzi do pigknego zycia i prawdziwego szczescia? Czy tez wybieram nieprzebaczenie, a wraz z nim piekto
dla siebie i innych? Pan Jezus przynosi nam niebo i otwiera je dla nas przez taske oraz dar przebaczenia. My jednak
mozemy zamykac przed sobg bramy nieba przez nieprzebaczanie bliznim. By méc dalej godnie — zgodnie z pragnieniem
Pana Jezusa - uczestniczy¢ w Eucharystii, wzbudZmy w sercu wole przebaczenia wszystkim, ktérzy przeciwko nam
zawinili, i wprowadzajmy te Jezusowa nauke w nasze codzienne zycie. | niech to sprawia, ze bedziemy zaprowadzaé niebo
na ziemi nawet tam, gdzie do tej pory panuje najciemniejsze piekto. Amen.

OGLOSZENIA DUSZPASTERSKIE:

1. Przypominamy, ze Msze $w. Polskie w naszym kos$ciele sg odprawiane w niedziele o godz. 12.00.

2. Przyjmujemy zapisy do polskiej druzyny pitkarskiej na mecz Polska-USA. Mecz bedzie rozegrany na boisku High School
Stroudsburg w niedzielg 20 wrzesnia br. 0 godz. 2.30 pm. Zapisy u Ks. Wojciecha. Wiek open. Treningi organizuije ks.
Wojciech. Po Mszy zapraszam chetnych pitkarzy do zakrystii.

3. Mozna zapisywac sig na pielgrzymke autokarowa do Amerykanskiej Czgstochowy w dniu 14 listopada br. (sobota).
Wyjazd: g. 8.00 am, Powr6t: ok. g. 5 pm. Koszt: 50 USD/ os. (w tym lunch ), dzieci i mtodziez - gratis. Zapisy: w biurze
parafialnym i u Ks. Wojciecha.

4. Zapraszam na strong FB Duszpasterstwo Polskie St. Luke’s Stroudsburg PA. Biezgce informacje duszpasterskie.
Warto tez zabiera¢ do domu BIULETYN PARAFIALNY, w ktérym jest redagowana wktadka polska.

5. Potrzebujemy osob chetnych do postugi przy ottarzu i pomocy w zakrystii. Kontakt z Ks. Wojciechem po Mszy $w.

6. Potrzebujemy wolontariuszy do udziatu w postudze biednym przy wydawaniu positkéw w soboty: COMMUNITY MEAL
MINISTRY. Postuga wolontariusza obejmuje tylko 5 sobot w roku. Osoby chetne prosze o kontakt z Ks. Wojciechem lub
biurem parafialnym.





