
 Welcome 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday ............................................. 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday ................................ 8:00 & 10:00 AM  
 

Monday - Friday ............................. 12:00 PM 
 

Eucharistic Holy Hour 
Wednesday ........................................ 6:00 PM 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
 

Monday - Friday ............................. 11:30 AM  
 

Saturday ............................................. 3:00 PM 

         - or anytime by appointment - 
 
 

OFFICE PHONE / HOURS 
 

Phone...................................... 570-344-1724 

Fax............................................ 570-344-4120 

Monday - Thursday .... 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Friday ............................. 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          •          SEPTEMBER  13,  2026  

DIVINE MERCY PARISH 
3 1 2  D A V I S  S T R E E T  •  S C R A N T O N ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  1 8 5 0 5   

SERVED BY 
 

Rev. Paul A. McDonnell, O.S.J. 
Pastor 
pmcdonnell@divinemercyparish.us 
 
 

Rev. Francis L. Pauselli  
Pastor Emeritus  
fpauselli@divinemercyparish.us 
 
 

Rev. Mr. Martin Castaldi 
Deacon 
Parish Maintenance 
mcastaldi@divinemercyparish.us 
 
 

 FIND US ON  
 FACEBOOK 

www.divinemercyparish.us  
 
 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 

All Saints Academy 
570-343-8114 
 

Holy Cross High School 
570-346-7541 

OFFICE STAFF 
 

Nicholas Katchur  
Office Manager 
Director of Music & Liturgy  

nkatchur@divinemercyparish.us 
 

 

Jessica Fazzi 
Financial Secretary 

jfazzi@divinemercyparish.us 
 

 

Brittain Banull 
Director of Religious Education 

bbanull@divinemercyparish.us 
 

 

 

Eric Dixon 
Accompanist  
 

 

Martin Montoro  
Groundskeeper 
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Order of Worship 
Gathering Song                                                            As We Gather At Your Table 

Sign of the Cross and Greeting                                                        
The response to the Greeting is: And with your spirit. 
 

Priest: Brothers and sisters, Let us acknowledge our sins, 
   and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
 

   Lord Jesus, your cross and resurrection signaled a new beginning of peace and reconciliation:  
   Lord, have  mercy. 
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Priest: Christ Jesus, you are comfort to those who seek forgiveness and healing: 
   Christ, have  mercy. 
 

People: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Priest: Lord Jesus, you give us a new commandment—that we love one another as you have loved us:  
   Lord, have  mercy. 
 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, 
   forgive us our sins 
   and bring us to everlasting life. 

Gloria                               Mass of Renewal 
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We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  

receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 

Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Responsorial Psalm 

First Reading                                                             Sirach 27: 30—28: 7 
A Reading from the Book of Sirach 
Wrath and anger are hateful things, 
yet the sinner hugs them tight. 
The vengeful will suffer the LORD’s vengeance, 
for he remembers their sins in detail. 
Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; 
then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven. 
Could anyone nourish anger against another 
and expect healing from the LORD? 
Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself, 
can he seek pardon for his own sins? 
If one who is but flesh cherishes wrath, 
who will forgive his sins? 
Remember your last days, set enmity aside; 
remember death and decay, and cease from sin! 
Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbor; 
remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults.  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                                                         Romans 14: 7-9 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
Brothers and sisters: 
None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. 
For if we live, we live for the Lord, 
and if we die, we die for the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 
For this is why Christ died and came to life, 
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  

Gospel Acclamation 
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Profession of Faith 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Fa-
ther; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Gospel                                                     Matthew 18: 21-35 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, 
“Lord, if my brother sins against me, 
how often must I forgive? As many as seven times?”  
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.  
That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 
who decided to settle accounts with his servants.  
When he began the accounting, 
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.  
Since he had no way of paying it back, 
his master ordered him to be sold, 
along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt.  
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ 
Moved with compassion the master of that servant 
let him go and forgave him the loan.  
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a much smaller amount.  
He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, 
‘Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 
But he refused.  Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison 
until he paid back the debt.  
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, 
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole affair.  
His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  
I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.  
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ 
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers 
until he should pay back the whole debt.  
So will my heavenly Father do to you, 
unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homily 

General Intercessions  

Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve  

in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and consecrated persons.  
Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously and courageously to your call. 

May our parish community support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth and young adults. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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Preparation of the Gifts                                 Loving and Forgiving 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Preface Acclamation                                                                   Mass of Renewal  

Memorial Acclamation                                                                   Mass of Renewal  
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Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
   Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
People: Lord, I am not worth that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and  
   my soul shall be healed. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Lamb of God                                                                                Mass of Renewal  

Doxology Acclamation                                                                   Mass of Renewal  

Song During Communion                                         Spirit and Grace 
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Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved.  

Prayer After Communion 
Blessing and Dismissal 

Song of Sending Forth                                                  City of God 
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Ministry Schedule 
 
Sept 19 / 20:    4:00PM SAT 8:00AM SUN 10:00AM SUN 
Cantor Nick Katchur Michael Tedesco Megan Lucas 
Lector Joe LaFratte Roseann Tedesco John Finnerty 
EM Chris Musso Meg Kelly Tom Shields 
EM Gerald Phillips Marty Montoro Renee Castaldi 

Nursing Home Ministry:  Oak Ridge - Jane Wesloski Oakwood - Paul Ferraro 

PARISH TOWN HALL MEETING 
ON CHURCH SECURITY 

This Tuesday – Sept. 15th – 6:30 PM 
All are welcome to come & share your ideas and opinions 
on how to improve safety awareness on our parish 
grounds & buildings. 

SILVER CIRCLE TICKET are on sale for the 2026-
27 season by the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary (IHM). The price of the ticket is $25.00. This 
runs for nine months starting October 21, 2026 – June 
16, 2027, and pays 36 prizes each month: (28) $50, (5) 
$100, (2) $250, and (1) $1,000 prize each month. The 
Silver Circle is a yearly program that helps to raise 
important funds for the retirement needs of the IHM 
Sisters. Please support their fundraiser by contacting 
Kenneth Noll at (570) 604-8808. 
 
NATIONAL GRANDPARENTS’ DAY—We wish 
all of the grandparents of our 
parish community a blessed 
day with their families as we 
acknowledge and bless their 
love & sacrifices for their 
grandchildren. A special bless-
ing will be imparted upon 
them before the conclusion of 
each Mass this weekend. 

CATECHISM TEACHER NEEDED!! 
We are in need of a teacher for our 4th grade class 
this religious education year. Please contact Brit at 
the parish office if you are interested in filling this 
important role for our students! 

Our HANDS OF HOPE TEAM would 
like to thank our parishioners and 
friends for your incredible generosity 
during our recent back-to-school sup-
ply drive. Because of your kind hearts 
and donations, we collected a significant number of 
notebooks, pencils, backpacks, and other essential 
tools. Your support helps our students start the 
school year with confidence and excitement as you 
show our children that their church family cares 
deeply about their future and success. May God 
bless you for your continued kindness and generosi-
ty. 
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WELCOME BACK BREAKFAST will be offered to 
all the children and their families as they return for 
a new year of religious education, next Sunday, 
Sept. 20th. Servings of a free hot breakfast will be in 
the parish hall after the 8:00 AM Mass for children 
in Grades 1 - 4; and, after the 10:00 AM Mass for 
those in Grades 5 – 8. The breakfast is being hosted 
and served by the Men of Divine Mercy. This has 
now become a new tradition of welcoming back our 
students to our parish religious education program. 

MONTHLY COFFEE / DONUTS will start up in 
October on the first Sunday of 
every month. If you or your 
family would like to host a 
monthly coffee/donut social 
after our Sunday morning 
Masses, please contact Renee 
Castaldi (570) 446-4718. First one slated for this 
new social year will be Sunday, October 4th.  

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE  
TO BE HELD IN OCTOBER 

Members of ‘Be a Catholic Man Conference’ recently 
gathered to plan for its eleventh annual Catholic Men’s 
Conference. This year’s theme will be “Just Be Catho-
lic”. 
The event will be held from 8am to 3 pm, Saturday, 
October 10th, 2026 at Holy Redeemer High School, 159 
S. Pennsylvania Ave., Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 
The Conference features nationally known speakers, 
and concludes with Mass offered by the Bishop of 
Scranton, Joseph Bambera. Tickets are $30 and $40 if 
ordered after Sept. 21st and $15, for students. Priests, 
Deacons, and Seminarians are FREE. To order tickets, 
mail a check to “Be A Catholic Man,” P.O. Box 669, Wy-
alusing, Pa., 18853. Write “Men’s Conference” on the 
check memo and include one’s contact information, e-
mail, and parish. 
Register online at www.BeACatholicMan.com. For 
more information call 570-721-0872. 

NEW EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF THE 
HOLY EUCHARIST—this weekend we will install 
Ellen Wisniewski as our newest minister at the Ho-
ly Altar. Ellen is a faithful parishioner and we are 
grateful for her commitment to serve in distributing 
the Body of Christ at Mass. Thank you! 

http://www.BeACatholicMan.com.
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PARISH	EVENTS	CALENDAR 
LOOKING	AHEAD!!! 

 

~	2026	~ 
 

Sept.	13 Cornhole Tournament 
Sept.	26 Women’s Guild Craft Fair 
Oct.	18 Parish Pasta Dinner 
Nov.	8	  Veterans’ Mass 
Nov.	26	 Thanksgiving Day Family Mass 
Dec.	13 Parish Christmas Concert 
Dec.	24-25	 Christmas Eve/Day 

"It isn't weak to ask for help.  
It's like using a flashlight  

when you're lost in the dark."  
-Unknown  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth volunteers who helped at the parish picnic are 
invited to attend the cornhole tournament on Septem-
ber 13 on the parish grounds. Volunteers may attend at 
no charge, but preregistration is required. Please regis-
ter with Nibsy (570-357-1397) or Karen (570-906-0528). 

LOOKING TO FORM A PARISH YOUTH GROUP: 
We are first turning to any interested parents that 
would like to see a Parish Youth Group form here at 
Divine Mercy. We realize the necessity to first get the 
parents on board so that they can then involve their 
teenage children. The youth group would be any 
young adult that has already received their Confirma-
tion. Multiple attempts have been made over the 
years to create a parish youth group, but the response 
was not favorable. There will be a brief information-
al meeting today (Sunday), at 5:00 PM following the 
Cornhole Tournament. The meeting will be no more 
than 30 minutes, but we want to see if there is an in-
terest to create a youth group. If any parent is inter-
ested and cannot attend next Sunday’s meeting, just 
simply call or text Fr. Paul (570) 498-0590. 

The Divine Mercy Women’s Guild will hold its 
monthly meeting on Wednesday September 16 at 
6:30 PM. Final plans and last minute details for 
the upcoming Maryann Donovan Memorial craft 
fair on September 26 will be discussed.  Everyone 
is invited to attend. Also Calling All Bakers your 
tasty baked goods are needed for the bake sale at 
the craft fair.  If you would like to contribute, 
please call Marion at 570-575-2670. 



This week we pray for our sick, elderly and 
homebound parishioners, especially… 

 

Erma Mecca, Jacob Walsh, Nancy Mott, 
Carol Nowacki, Harper Shimkus, Richard Peters, 

 Emily Allegrucci, Frank Montella,  
Andrew ‘AJ’ Lafferty, Linda Woody.  

 

If you would like a home visit from Fr. Paul, feel 
free to call him directly at (570) 498-0590. 
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Readings for the Week of Sept. 13 - 20 
Twenty Fourth Week in Ordinary Time 

 
Sunday 
Sir 27:30—28:7; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35 
Monday 
Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Tuesday 
1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Jn 19:25-27  
Wednesday 
1 Cor 12:31—13:13; Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday 
1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 7:36-50 
Friday 
1 Cor 15:12-20; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday 
1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday 
Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 

Monday, September 14 
Noon Mass 

6:30PM—K of C Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, September 15 
Noon Mass 

6:30PM—Town Hall Security Meeting 
 

Wednesday, September 16 
Noon Mass 

6:30 PM—Women’s Guild Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 17 
Noon Mass 

10:00AM—St. Mary’s Cemetery Meeting 
 

Friday, September 18 
Noon Mass  

 

Saturday, September 19 
4:00PM—Mass 

 

Sunday, September 20 
8:00AM & 10:00AM Masses 

First Day of Religious Education Classes! 

Capital Improvement Fund: 
  

$ 18,500.00 

September 14—20, 
2026 

 

Mon  12:00pm   Souls in Purgatory 
   Karen/Tammy 
Tues 12:00pm   Daniel Rogers 
   Rogers Family 
Wed  12:00pm    Gayle Grocki 
   Calpin Family 
Thur  12:00pm    Jean/Arthur Moretti 
   Children 
Fri  12:00pm    Jean Philbin King 
   Family 
 

Sat 10:00am     Conaboy Reunion Mass 
   

 4:00pm      Philip Ruthkosky 
   Wife 
Sun  8:00am       Thomas Jr., Thomas Sr./Mary Timlin 
   Family 
 10:00am     Mr./Mrs. Fred/Lena Mendicino 
   Deacon Carmine/Elaine 

  

W 
E 
E 
K 
L 
Y 
 

E 
V 
E 
N 
T 
S 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 
In memory this week for the  

repose of the soul of  
Talarico/Torrisi Families 

by  Family 

Collection Reports  
September 5/6 
 

Weekend: $ 11,322.00 
Online Giving: $ 1,888.00 
Candles: $ 62.00 
Care For Priest: $1,546.00 

 
We appreciate your consistent generosity 
to meet our expenses, despite rising costs 

in today’s society! 

This separate fund is allocated for specific 
 projects involving renovations or property 

 improvements. Your generosity is very much 
appreciated! 



Corey D. O’Brien
Esquire

570-661-4470 · 4OBRIEN.com

Peace of Mind

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Being a part of our community means caring for its parishioners.

Tamara Semian & John Souter Funeral Directors
COMPASSIONATE CARE   •    DIGNIFIED SERVICE   •    TRUSTED BY GENERATIONS

Professional Funeral Pre-planning • Warm, Personal Service • Fair Pricing
704 UNION STREET • TAYLOR, PA 562-3530

570-751-1571
Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

Prepare For Your Future. Protect Your Family.

• Probate & Estate Administration
• Estate Planning 
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Health Care Directives
• Estate & Inheritance Taxes
• Veterans Disability Claims

Carlo A. LaMonica
Attorney at Law

INJURY? 
CALL DLP

570-347-1011
DLPLAW.COMAT T O R N E Y S

Joseph G. Price, ESQ · Brian G. Price, ESQ · John P. Finnerty, ESQ

346-4641

MINOOKA SUBARU
4141 Birney Avenue

Moosic, PA 18507

View This Bulletin Online
www.divinemercyparish.us

Please Support The Advertisers Who Support 
Our Weekly Bulletin Program!!!

Call 1-800-883-4343 For More Information On Advertising On Our Parish Website

DIGITAL & PROGRAMMABLE HEARING AIDS
Including Open Fit · Affordable Prices

Design Hearing 
Instruments, Inc.
William Stone, Jr., Owner

506 Main St. • Duryea
457-1908

Free In-Home or In-Office
Evaluations or Estimates

Some Insurances Accepted

143C (PK) - Divine Mercy Parish • Scranton, PA	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road, Flanders, N.J. 07836

Eagen-Hughes Funeral Home (Branch)
2908 Birney Avenue · 344-5633

Thomas J. Hughes, F.H., Inc. (Main Office)
1240 St. Ann Street · 346-3498

“3rd GENERATION OF DIGNIFIED AND PERSONAL FUNERAL SERVICES”

“Your Experienced Local Choice For Elder Law”

DUPONT MONUMENT 
SHOP INC.

You Make the Memories of a Lifetime, We Make Them Last Forever
273 Main Street, Dupont, PA 18641

570-654-0561

Gregory A. Timonte, Proprietor

Thomas J. Hughes III - Supervisor Helena Andine Morris - Supervisor
Kate Kozel - Intern/Parishioner

210 MONTAGE MOUNTAIN RD · MOOSIC                                      570-299-7909

In the United States,
1 in 9 people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH


